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INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL AND SOCIETAL
AFFAIRS

BY MATUZ MARGARITA ALEXANDROVNA

PROBLEMS OF DIGITALIZATION OF THE ECONOMY IN

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

he article analyzes key issues
related to the digitalization of the

economy in the Russian Federation,
covering legal, infrastructural, human
resource, and managerial aspects. Special
attention is given to the insufficient
regulatory framework, uneven
development of digital infrastructure,

shortage of qualified specialists, and the
weak involvement of businesses in shaping
the regulatory environment. The article
examines  strategic state documents,
including the "Economic Security Strategy
of the Russian Federation for the Period

Until 2030" and amendments to the

Constitution of the Russian Federation,
particularly Article 75.1. It emphasizes the

need for a systematic approach to the
regulation of the digital economy, taking
into account international experience and
the specifics of the Russian socio-economic
model. In conclusion, the article proposes
directions for improving state policy in the
field of digital transformation.

Key Words: Digital economy, digitalization,
legal regulation, economic security, digital
infrastructure, human capital, digital rights,
personal data.

Introduction: The current stage of global
economic development is characterized by a
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rapid digital transformation that affects
virtually all sectors, ranging from industry
and trade to education and healthcare. The
digital

economy, underpinned by

information and communication
technologies (ICT), has become a crucial
factor in enhancing national
competitiveness. In Russia, digitalization is
recognized as a priority area of state policy,
as reflected in strategic documents and even
enshrined in the Constitution of the Russian
Federation. Despite the stated support from
the government, the implementation of the
digital agenda encounters a number of
significant challenges. These include legal
uncertainty, disparities in the development
of digital infrastructure, a shortage of
qualified specialists, and limited
engagement of businesses in shaping the
regulatory framework. Addressing these
issues requires a comprehensive analysis
and a systematic approach. The aim of this
study is to analyze the key challenges to the
digitalization of the Russian economy from
legal, economic, and social perspectives.
The object of the research is the processes of
economic digital transformation, while the
subject focuses on the legal, institutional,
and infrastructural barriers that hinder its
effective  development. = Legal  and
Constitutional Aspects of the Digitalization
of the Economy. The digitalization of the
economy in Russia is viewed not only as a
technological process but also as a strategic
linked to

economic and national security. In 2017, the

challenge directly ensuring
President of the Russian Federation adopted
the Decree “On the Strategy for the
Economic  Security of the Russian
Federation for the Period up to 2030,”

which identified among the key threats both

“weak innovation activity” and “lagging
behind in the development
implementation of new and promising
technologies, including digital economy

and

technologies”. An important step in the
legal institutionalization of the digital
agenda the introduction  of
constitutional amendments in 2020. In
particular, Article 75.1 established the right

to digital identity and obligated the state to

was

create conditions for the development of the
digital economy and the protection of
citizens” digital rights. This provision is
closely interconnected with Article 8 (the
economic foundation of the constitutional
system), Article 34 (the right to freely use
abilities property
entrepreneurial activity), subparagraph “e”
of Article 71 (state support for competition
and economic freedom), and Article 17

one’s and for

(recognition and protection of human and
civil rights and freedoms). Nevertheless,
despite the constitutional recognition of the
principles of the digital economy, current
legislation = remains fragmented and
unsystematic. For example, Federal Law
No. 259-FZ “On Digital Financial Assets”
(as amended on July 31, 2020) and Federal
Law No. 191-FZ “On Digital Rights” (as
amended on August 2, 2019) regulate the
circulation of digital assets only partially,
leaving significant gaps regarding liability,
taxation, and the protection of the rights of
participants  in transactions.

Particular concern is raised by the use of

digital

digital currencies in the shadow economy.
The absence of clear rules governing their
legal circulation contributes to tax evasion,
money laundering, and other illegal
activities. At the same time, judicial practice

in such cases remains extremely limited:
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courts of general jurisdiction, despite
recognizing digital rights as objects of civil
law, often refuse legal protection due to the
lack of clear evidentiary standards and
established enforcement precedents. Thus,
in order to implement the constitutional
guarantees enshrined in Articles 17, 34, 46,
and 75.1, it is
comprehensive legislation regulating: the

circulation of digital assets and currencies;

necessary to develop

the protection of personal data and digital
profiles; liability for the abuse of digital
rights; mechanisms for judicial protection in
the digital In addition,
national legislation must be harmonized
with international standards, especially in

environment.

the context of Russia’s participation in the
Eurasian Economic Union and other
integration frameworks.

Infrastructure and Regional Disparities

One of the the
digitalization of Russia’s economy is the

key challenges in

uneven development of digital
infrastructure. Despite the high level of
internet penetration in major cities (such as
Moscow, St. Petersburg, and others), access
to high-quality telecommunications services
remains limited in remote regions,
particularly in rural areas. According to
Rosstat, in 2022 the share of households
with  broadband

federal-level cities exceeded 90%, whereas

internet access in
in rural areas this figure was below 50%.
Such disparities create a “digital

divide,”

residents of remote regions to participate

restricting  opportunities  for

fully in the digital economy—whether in

obtaining  online  education,  using

government digital services, working

remotely, or engaging in e-commerce. A

prominent  example  of  successful
federal-level digitalization is the Gosuslugi
platform, which has significantly reduced
the time required for submitting documents,
paying taxes, and scheduling medical
appointments. However, its effectiveness
directly depends on the quality of internet
connectivity and users’ digital literacy. In
regions with poor connectivity and low ICT
competence, such services remain
inaccessible or of limited usefulness. A
similar situation is observed in the private
sector. Major marketplaces such as Ozone,
Wildberries, SuperMarket,

Yandex.Market are actively expanding their

and

logistics networks, yet their coverage
remains concentrated in large population
centers. Small entrepreneurs from smaller
towns and rural areas face difficulties
entering online markets due to the lack of
technical support, high logistics costs, and
insufficient digital skills. Personnel Shortage
and Educational Challenges. The digital
transformation of the economy requires not
only advanced technologies but also a
highly qualified workforce. However, the
Russian education system is currently
unable to keep pace with the speed of these
changes. Traditional university and college
programs often fail to include up-to- date
disciplines such as big data analytics,
cybersecurity, blockchain technologies, or
digital marketing. At the same time, the
demand for IT specialists, data analysts,
digital lawyers, and project managers is
growing  exponentially.  According to
the

of Russia,

estimates by
Development

Ministry of Digital
by 2025 the
shortage of personnel in the digital
economy may reach up to 500,000 people.
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The deficit is particularly acute in the
regions, where young professionals tend to
relocate to major metropolitan areas. The
COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the shift
toward online learning, which stimulated
the development of platforms such as
Foxford, SkyEng, Umskul,
However, the quality of online courses

and others.

varies significantly, and access to them
remains fee-based, creating an additional
barrier for socially vulnerable groups.
Without a systematic modernization of the
education system—including retraining of
teachers, the introduction of
practice-oriented the

development of digital literacy from an

programs, and
early age—Russia risks facing a chronic
shortage of personnel capable of ensuring
the sustainable development of the digital
economy. The Role of Business and
Regulatory Challenges. One of the serious
issues remains the low level of business
participation in shaping regulatory policy.
In the context of rapid technological
development, traditional methods of legal
regulation are becoming increasingly
ineffective. Legislation developed without
the involvement of representatives from
digital companies often fails to account for
market realities and creates excessive
administrative barriers. For example, when
launching new digital services— such as
fintech
marketplaces —companies face uncertainty
and data
protection. This slows down innovation
the

sector.

platforms or
regarding licensing, taxation,
and reduces investment

the Modern
economists propose shifting from “rigid”

processes
attractiveness  of
model

regulation to a “sandbox”

(regulatory sandbox), in which new

technologies are tested in a controlled
environment with temporary regulatory
relief. This approach is already being used
in the United Kingdom, Singapore, and
other countries, allowing for a balance
between the interests of innovators and
regulators. In Russia, the implementation of
such initiatives is only beginning, and their
scale remains small and insufficient. To
the
transformation, it is necessary to establish
permanent  consultative =~ mechanisms
the state, and the
academic community.

increase effectiveness of digital

between business,

Conclusion

The digitalization of the economy in the
Russian Federation is a complex and
multifaceted process that requires not only
the implementation of technological
solutions, but also large-scale institutional,
legal, and educational transformations.
Despite the presence of strategic documents
and constitutional guarantees, the practical
implementation of the digital agenda faces
several  systemic  challenges: Legal
uncertainty —the absence of comprehensive
legislation regulating digital assets, rights,
data

inequality —a significant gap between major

and protection.  Infrastructure
metropolitan areas and regions in access to
Workforce

—educational programs often fail to meet

digital  services. shortages
the demands of the digital economy. Low
regulatory flexibility — businesses remain
insufficiently involved in the development
of regulatory frameworks. To overcome
these challenges, it is necessary to: adopt a
unified law on the digital economy; expand

programs aimed at developing digital
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infrastructure in the regions; modernize the
education system with an emphasis on
developing digital competencies; introduce
regulatory sandboxes and establish ongoing
dialogue with the business community.
Only a systematic and balanced approach
will enable Russia not merely to catch up
with global digital trends, but to assume a
leading position within them, ensuring
sustainable economic growth and national
security.

The writer is a student of International Business
and Foreign Economic Affairs at Moscow
Polytechnic University, Russia
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BY FARNA] ZAMAN

BEHIND THE SCENES OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE

COOPERATION: A CRITIQUE OF THE USA “SHARK TANK” AS A

MICROCOSM OF COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE & INFANT INDUSTRY

PROTECTION.

I nternational trade cooperation denotes
the policies,
institutions through which nations engage

agreements, and
economically with the rest of the world. The
United States heavily relies on global trade
for job creation, resource expansion, and
strengthening American influence in the
international economic order. International
trade cooperation has long been guided by
two fundamental economic approaches:
infant  industry = protection  (defends

intervention in

short-term government

favor of fledgling businesses) and

comparative advantage
through  natural
both public

drive economic

(advocates free
trade efficiencies).
Nevertheless,
stakeholders
creating winners and losers, even in
market-based territories like the USA. The

renowned TV program Shark Tank serves as

and private
processes,

an intriguing microcosm of this interplay.
Akin to state action in the protection of
newborn startups, wealthy investors here
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invest in small enterprises based on
strategic advantage, market potential, and
long-term stability. Here raises a question:
Shark Tank (US)
support—Is it a good private

equivalent of infant industry protection? Or

and entrepreneurial

sector

does it promote comparative advantage by

financing only those firms that are

inherently competitive?
Infant Industry Protection: Does It Work?

This approach implies that certain
industries can become competitive in the
international market if they are given time
to evolve and be temporarily safeguarded.
For reaching economies of scale and
experience, new businesses need protection.
The 1960s-80s  Japanese

manufacturing Security — Toyota and

automobile

Honda as transnational titans. South Korea's
chips: Governmental subsidization — The
memory chip monopoly wielded by
Samsung. Although most industries never
"grow up" (e.g., India's automobile industry
was struggling even after decades of
protection). Brazil's "local content" law in oil
and gas created inefficiency and scandals.
Due to insufficient resources and
smuggling, Nigeria’s garment industry was
not properly safeguarded. Corporations
urge for protectionism being prolonged

perpetually (e.g., US sugar tariffs)
Source: South China Morning post

Although not being a state actor, Shark Tank
USA performs as an entrepreneurial
capitalism tool that replicates the protection
of young industries. The panel of investors,
which frequently consists of billionaires like

Mark Cuban and sophisticated business

executives like Lori Greiner, selects firms
based on creativity, scalability, and strategic
market potential
profitability.

instead of current

Why Does Shark Tank Work Like Effective
Industrial Policy?

Startups typically do not have access to

mass capital markets or distribution

channels. Investment support acts as a
surrogate for these cuttings, just like states
make

market guarantees

sheltering

through
procurement or tariffs. For
example, QVC deals by Lori Greiner enable
startups to go around retail constraints. As
with state actors, the Sharks discriminate.
Their

benevolent to a goal of maximizing social

investment is not necessarily
welfare, but in return, earned in the long
run. This is on the same flawed grounds as
crony capitalism or politically-motivated
industrial policy. Who gets access? On what
criteria? Are market signals alone enough to
determine worth? Shark Tank empowers
entrepreneurs to avoid full market exposure
while improving internal skills, much as
infant
enterprises from global competition. The

industry  protection safeguards

program often focuses on branding,

operational growth, and mentoring.

Where Shark Tank Falls Short Compared
to State Policy?

Sharks want quick exits (3-5 years), as
opposed to state-backed industries (e.g.,
Airbus took decades). Sharks shun
high-risk, long-term areas (e.g.,
semiconductors, renewables). Example: No
Shark Tank investments in fusion energy
companies. Sharks are indifferent to job
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creation or  strategic but

governments are. If we see the Bombardier

sectors,

and Mark Cuban’s Market Success case,
Boeing/ Airbus beat Bombardier (Canada)
that earned $1.6 billion in subsidies. Issue:
political  interference alongside poor
international competitiveness. Mark Cuban
CyberDust, Tenikle)

survived on market wvalidation, not on

Investments (i.e.,
protection. Comparative Advantage model
assumes, though, that production factors
can readily and rapidly cross-haul between
industries. And it assumes away frictions
that impede reallocation and competition in
the world and perfect competition. Low

intervention is anticipated under the
comparative advantage concept.
Nevertheless, intervention is ubiquitous

from both state and non-state entities.

Theoretically attractive, such selective

intervention can sometimes perpetuate
exactly the same shortcomings in poorly
designed trade policy. Some sectors and
groups may be privileged at the expense of
others, tilting access and benefit. The same
charges of government favoritism apply
here: Does this model lead to innovation or
commercial appeal? Does it serve prudent
growth or entrench established power
bases? The fact that fresh startups might not
succeed merely because of market efficiency
is apparent on Shark Tank. It indicates the

constant importance of action to remedy

capital market defects and redress
information asymmetries. Trade
co-operation  agreements are overly
optimistic if even private businessmen
perceive the need for protectionist
measures. The presence of "industrial
policy" in the private sector suggests

managed trade remains meaningful to this

day.
Shark Tank vs Government Success Rates

Shark Tank is more efficient but smaller in
scale than state programs. Shark Tank stats:
~50% of funded businesses succeed (higher
than VC averages) but only 5% scale to
$10M+ revenue (limited long-term impact).
Government-backed startups like South
Korea’s KOTRA (60% survival rate for
export-focused SMEs; US SBIR grants (35%
success rate in tech commercialization).
FUBU (Daymond John's Brand): Sharks
helped it compete worldwide without
tariffs; proves private mentorship >
protectionism. Current U.S. policy blurs the
distinction even further between state and
The CHIPS and
Science Act, passed to support America's
domestic semiconductor industry, offers

market intervention.

subsidies and tax credits—calling on the
very same Shark Tank and infant-industry
Elon Musk's
enterprise has enjoyed federal subsidies,

justifications.  Likewise,
even in purportedly private markets. This
brings us to a simple question: Is capitalist
innovation actually self-generating, or does
it inherently need organized aid in the first
place? If it does, then perhaps comparative
advantage isn't as much a natural order as
Aside
providing entertainment, Shark Tank sheds

an organized product. from
the spotlight on the political economy of
protectionism and entrepreneurship. The
show contests the premises of free trade and
comparative advantage by employing
private investment to imitate state-backed
Where

capital

infant industry procedures.

governments  fail  (effective
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allocation), Shark Tank thrives; yet, where
authorities succeed (long-term industrial
planning), Shark Tank loses. It is proposed
that trade policy be improved by a hybrid
approach in which states pursue the
merit-based strategy advocated by Shark
Tank while maintaining the long-term
interest of the country in mind. For instance,
a US "Green Tech Shark Tank" grants tax
incentives to investors who fund climate
enterprises. A Shark Tank-style strategy that
prioritizes pragmatic, merit-based trade
legislation over ideological free-trade
absolutism could also aid in revitalizing the
WTO's viability.

The writer is a student of International
Relations at the Bangladesh University of
Professionals  (BUP), with her analyses
published in The Asian Age, Daily Observer,
and AIIS Global Mirror.

Reach her at: farnazz028 @gmail.comz
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BY YASIN ARAFAT SOIKAT

THE JULY REVOLUTION OF BANGLADESH (2024):

A STUDENT-LED UPRISING AND THE FALL OF SHEIKH HASINA

I he July Revolution of Bangladesh in

2024, also known as the Gen Z
Revolution, the 2024 Bangladesh quota
reform movement, and the subsequent
Non-cooperation (2024),
represents a watershed moment in the

movement

nation's political history. Spanning just over
a month, from July 1 to August 5, 2024, this
massive, student-led uprising successfully
culminated in the resignation and flight of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who had
governed the country for fifteen years. The
revolution is widely viewed as a significant
event in the context of a broader regional
trend often termed the "Asian Spring" .

The Quota
Controversy and Initial Spark The initial

Background: System

catalyst for the widespread unrest was the

government's  decision to retain a

controversial job quota system for civil

service positions. The system, which
reserved a significant percentage of
government jobs for the children of

"freedom fighters" from the 1971 Liberation
War, was perceived by many as a form of
institutionalized  discrimination and a
barrier to merit-based employment. The
protests began in early July 2024, with a
notable early flashpoint occurring at
Comilla University on July 11, where
students clashed with police over the quota
system reform. The movement was
primarily led by university students under
the the Students Against
Discrimination The

leadership, coordinated

banner of

movement. core
which the
nationwide protests, included Nahid Islam,
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Asif Mahmud, Hasnat Abdullah, Sarjis
Alam, and Abu Bakar Majumder.

The Gen Z Revolution:

Digital Mobilization and Decentralized
Leadership The characterization of the 2024
uprising as the "Gen Z Revolution" is rooted
in the
participants and their distinctive methods

demographic  profile of its
of organization and communication The
movement was overwhelmingly driven by
the generation born between the mid-1990s
and the early 2010s, who utilized their
native fluency in digital technology to
overcome the government's attempts at
suppression. Digital Mobilization: Unlike
previous movements, the July Revolution
was fundamentally a digital uprising. Gen Z
activists strategically leveraged social media
platforms —including Facebook, TikTok,
and  encrypted apps—to
coordinate protests, disseminate real-time

messaging

information, and bypass state-controlled
media narratives Decentralized Structure:
The movement's success was also attributed
to its horizontal and leaderless structure.
Eschewing traditional political hierarchies,
Gen Z organized through decentralized
it difficult for the
government to decapitate the movement by

networks, making
arresting a few key figures. This structure,
characteristic of modern youth-led protests,
fostered resilience and allowed for
continuous, spontaneous action across the
country. The students' ability to maintain
this decentralized, yet unified, front was
crucial in sustaining the non-cooperation
movement against a long-standing
authoritarian regime. Escalation and the

July Massacre The government's response to

the peaceful student demonstrations was
characterized by a  heavy-handed
crackdown that dramatically escalated the
conflict. By late July, the state's use of
excessive force, including mass killings of
protesters, journalists, and bystanders,
transformed the localized protests into a
full-fledged mass uprising. This period of
intense violence became known as the July
Massacre. The deaths of key student figures
served as a major catalyst for nationwide
mobilization. Among the most prominent
martyrs were Abu Sayed (a student at
Begum Rokeya University, fatally shot on
July 16), Mir Mahfuzur Rahman Mugdho (a
25-year-old student who became a symbol
of the movement), and Wasim Akram (a
Chattogram College student and one of the

earliest martyrs) International human rights

organizations condemned the
state-sponsored violence. Amnesty
International blamed the government's

actions for the high death toll, while Human
Rights Watch called on foreign governments
to pressure the Hasina administration to
The

casualty figures underscore the brutality of

"end the use of excessive force".

the crackdown, with official government
gazettes reporting over 834 deaths and
11,551 injuries, while estimates from the
United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
suggested the death toll could be as high as
1,400 .
and the Climax By early August, the
had
non-cooperation movement,

The Non-Cooperation Movement

movement broadened into a
nationwide
effectively paralyzing the country. The final,
unified demand of the protesters shifted
from quota reform to the immediate

resignation of Sheikh Hasina and her entire
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cabinet. The movement saw significant
participation from various sectors of society.
Madrasah students played a particularly
vital role, forming key strongholds and
acting as a dominant force in organizing
protests and road blockades in major cities,
including Dhaka . Furthermore, the student
wing of the opposition, Bangladesh Islami
Chhatra Shibir (ICS), and its parent party,
Jamaat-e-Islami, provided crucial
organizational support and manpower
across cities and educational institutions,
which was instrumental in the movement's
ICS leaders, such as Abu Sadik
Kayem (former president of Dhaka
University Shibir), confirmed their role as

success.

allies. A critical turning point occurred on
August 3, 2024, when the Bangladesh
Armed Forces reportedly withdrew their
support for the government, a move that
signaled the imminent collapse of the
regime . Faced with an overwhelming mass
of demonstrators surrounding the Prime
Sheikh  Hasina
2024. She
subsequently fled the country, first by car

Minister's  residence,

resigned on August 5,
and helicopter, before ultimately departing
for India.

Aftermath and Transition

Hasina's sudden departure triggered a
constitutional crisis that was resolved with
the formation of an interim government.
This new administration was led by Nobel
laureate economist Muhammad Yunus as
the Chief Adviser . The transition marked
the end of the Awami League's long tenure
in power and ushered in a period of
political uncertainty and reform. In the
months following the revolution, legal

proceedings
former Prime Minister. In a landmark
decision in November 2025, Sheikh Hasina
was sentenced to death in absentia for

were initiated against the

crimes against humanity related to the
crackdown on the student-led protests. In
conclusion, The July Revolution of 2024
stands as a powerful testament to the
transformative potential of student activism
and mass mobilization. It not only
dismantled a long-standing authoritarian
regime but also set the stage for a new,

albeit fragile, political order in Bangladesh

The writer is pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in
Economics and Management at Moscow State
Polytechnic University, Russia.
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BY IBNA RAHMAN OMI RUHIT

INNOVATIVE MARKETING AND THE DIGITAL
ENVIRONMENT IN SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

he rapid advancement of digital
has
structures and

technologies transformed
traditional marketing
introduced new  opportunities  for
sustainability-oriented economic growth.
Innovative marketing tools —driven by big
data, artificial intelligence (Al), digital
platforms, and interactive communication
have shifted the relationship between
businesses and consumers. This paper
explores how innovative marketing within
the digital environment contributes to
sustainable economic development. Using
contemporary academic literature, the
paper outlines mechanisms through which
digital tools support green consumer

behavior, circular economy models,

efficient resource management, and

transparency in global value chains. It also

analyzes limitations, including risks of

greenwashing, digital inequality, and
rising energy consumption. The study
concludes that innovative marketing,
aligned  with
frameworks and supported by effective
plays a

sustainable

when sustainability

governance, critical role in

accelerating economic

development.
1. Introduction

Sustainable economic development has

become a  central  objective  for

governments, industries, and international
organizations. As economies transition
toward greener models, marketing plays
an increasingly strategic role—not only in
but

promoting products in shaping

consumer behavior, communicating

sustainability practices, and supporting
business

environmentally  responsible
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models. The emergence of the digital
environment has significantly expanded
the potential impact of marketing, enabling
companies to reach global audiences,
personalize communication, and optimize
resource use. Innovative marketing, rooted
in digital tools and data-driven systems,
contributes to sustainability by increasing

waste, and
choices. At the

same time, the integration of digitalization

transparency,  reducing

promoting eco-friendly

and sustainability reflects broader global
trends highlighted by the OECD (2021), UN
(2021), UNCTAD  (2021),which
emphasize the necessity of combining

and

technological progress with environmental
responsibility.

2. Innovative Marketing in the Digital
Era

Digital technologies have fundamentally
transformed how marketing operates.
Traditional mass-market approaches have
been replaced by more targeted, efficient,
and interactive systems. According to
White et al. (2025), sustainability-centered
marketing has shifted from simple “green
advertising” toward a comprehensive
integration of environmental and social
responsibility throughout the entire value

chain.
2.1 Data-driven marketing

Al and big data analytics allow companies

to understand consumer behavior,

segment audiences precisely, and design
For

sustainability-centered  strategies.

example, firms can identify segments

most receptive to eco-friendly products

and tailor messages that encourage

responsible consumption.

2.2 Interactive and immersive tools

Social media, mobile applications, and

virtual engagement enable two-way
communication = between firms and
customers. Digital storytelling,

transparency dashboards, and eco-impact
visualizations help build trust and
strengthen brand consumer relationships.

2.3 Sustainability positioning
Innovative marketing allows companies to

embed sustainability into brand identity.

When communicated accurately, it
promotes long-term loyalty and
differentiates businesses in increasingly
competitive markets.

3.Digital  Technologies  Supporting
Sustainability

Digital technologies play a critical

supporting role in sustainable development
by increasing efficiency and transparency.

3.1 Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Al helps reduce waste and optimize energy
use by forecasting demand, improving
logistics, and enabling resource-efficient

production systems. Al-supported
marketing algorithms can guide consumers
toward sustainable products by ranking or

recommending greener options.
3.2 Internet of Things (IoT)

IoT sensors track energy consumption,
emissions, and waste in real time. These
data, linked to
communication, allow firms to disclose

when marketing

accurate sustainability metrics.
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3.3 Blockchain and traceability

Blockchain supply  chain

transparency by verifying environmental

improves
claims and eliminating fraud. This is
especially important in industries prone to
textiles and

greenwashing, such as

consumer electronics.
3.4 Digital analytics

Companies use real-time analytics to
assess the environmental impact of

marketing ~ campaigns, ensuring
they are both effective and
sustainable.

4. Digital Platforms and the

Circular Economy

One of the most significant contributions
of the
sustainability is the growth of circular

digital =~ environment to
economy platforms. Petrik et al. (2025)
note that digital ecosystems create new
forms of value by extending product life
cycles and

enabling resource-sharing

models.
Examples include:

e Resale and second-hand platforms

(e.g., Vinted, eBay)

e Rental and subscription systems
(e.g., tool rentals, clothing
subscriptions)

e Repair and refurbishment services
Product-as-a-service models that
replace ownership with access
Digital marketing are essential for
promoting user participation in
these platforms by  improving
accessibility, educating consumers,
and  building  trust  through

transparent product histories.

5. Benefits and Risks

5.1 Benefits
e Transparency: Digital
tools make
environmental

performance measurable
and accessible.

e Behavioral change:
Personalized = marketing
helps  shift consumer
habits toward
sustainability.

e Resource efficiency: Platforms
reduce waste and support reuse,

recycling, and repair.

e Competitive advantage:
Companies with strong
sustainability =~ marketing  see
improved  brand loyalty and

market positioning.
5.2 Risks

e Despite benefits, several risks must
be managed:
e Greenwashing: Misleading

claims harm consumer
trust and  undermine
genuine sustainability
initiatives.

e Digital inequality: Access to
digital tools is uneven, limiting
participation ~ in  sustainable
markets.

e Energy consumption: Data
centers and Al systems
significantly increase

electricity demand.

e DPrivacy concerns: Data-driven
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marketing may exploit consumer

data without adequate
safeguards. Sustainable digital
marketing  therefore  requires

regulatory oversight, transparent
data
responsible corporate governance.

management, and

6. Policy and Business Implications

Governments should strengthen digital
sustainability reporting standards and
adopt
digital

incentivize companies  to
renewable-energy-based

infrastructures. Policies promoting digital
literacy will reduce inequality in access to
sustainable digital markets. Additionally,
clear regulations are necessary to prevent

greenwashing and ensure consistency in

environmental communication. For
businesses, the integration of
sustainability into digital marketing
strategies must be authentic and

data-driven. Companies should:

Adopt verifiable sustainability —metrics
Communicate  environmental impacts
transparently.Use digital tools to optimize
resource use.Promote circular economy
participation. ~ Align  marketing  with
long-term sustainability goals Such actions
support both economic competitiveness and
environmental responsibility.

7. Conclusion

Innovative marketing in the digital
environment is a powerful force in
promoting  sustainable economic

development. By leveraging digital tools
such as Al, IoT, blockchain, and circular

platforms, = companies can  reduce

environmental impact, build consumer
trust, and create economic opportunities
aligned with global sustainability goals.
However, these benefits require careful
governance, ethical communication, and
strategic alignment with  sustainability
principles. When used responsibly, digital
marketing becomes not only a commercial
but a catalyst

transformation across economies.

tool for sustainable

The writer is supervised by Ostrovskaia Olga
Igorevna, PhD (Economics), at Moscow State
Polytechnic ~ University,  Department  of
Economics and Management, Russia.
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BY NGUYEN LAN NHI

THE OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES OF AFFILIATE

MARKETING IN RUSSIA

I n today’s world, the rapid development

of the Internet, technology, and
e-commerce platforms has made shopping more
convenient than ever. This evolution has led to a
surge in consumer demand, especially for online
purchases. Addressing this vast customer base
presents a significant challenge for many
companies. The emergence of affiliate marketing
offers manufacturers and sellers an additional
channel for product promotion, while
simultaneously  providing a source of
supplementary income for individuals, such as
homemakers.  This article explores the
opportunities and challenges inherent in the
development of affiliate marketing.

Keywords: Affiliate marketing, e-commerce,
digital marketing, social media commerce,
regulatory environment, Russia

Introduction: The rising demand for online
shopping, coupled with the expansion of e-
commerce platforms and local pick-up points,

has made purchasing goods more convenient
than ever. Consumers can now order items
globally, make payments, and await delivery, all
from the comfort of their homes. However,
increased convenience translates to intensified
competition, making it difficult for brands and
products to achieve visibility and selection by
customers. This environment has spurred the
development of newer, more creative, and
effective marketing strategies, with affiliate
marketing being a notable example. The
growing integration of social media into daily
life has created favourable conditions for the
widespread development of affiliate marketing.
This model allows virtually anyone to earn
income, contributing to improved livelihoods,
making the idea of earning money or generating
passive income from home extremely appealing.
Simultaneously, manufacturers and distributors
can establish a closer connection with their
customers. In Russia, affiliate marketing is
experiencing significant growth, particularly
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following the COVID-19 pandemic, which
accelerated the adoption of technology. The
Russian "Affiliating Solutions" market was
forecasted to grow at a Compound Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 14% through 2028
(According to a market analysis published in
August 2025, the Russian "Affiliating Solutions"
market was forecasted to grow at a Compound
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 14% through
2028.). Understanding the potential
opportunities and challenges is crucial for
optimizing resources and mitigating risks in
developing this marketing channel.

What is Affiliate Marketing?

Affiliate marketing is defined as "a marketing
arrangement in which affiliates receive a
commission for each visit, signup or sale they
generate for a merchant” [1, c. 1]. This means a
third party, which can be an organization or an
individual, receives a predetermined fee for
successfully referring or selling a product for the
company they are affiliated with. This fee is
included in the company's advertising expenses.
Essentially, it is a performance-based marketing
strategy, where the affiliate is only rewarded for
a specific, successful action.

How Does Affiliate Marketing Work?

Based on Coursera's definition, the affiliate
marketing relationship typically involves four
main parties:

The Merchant: The business, also known as the
seller, brand, or retailer, that offers a product or
service for sale.

The Affiliate: A publisher, individual, or
company that promotes the merchant's product
in an engaging way to potential consumers.

The Consumer: The buyer who completes a
purchase after interacting with the affiliate's
marketing efforts.

The Affiliate Network (Optional): An
intermediary platform that connects merchants
with affiliates and manages tracking and
payments. The process begins when the affiliate
joins an affiliate program offered by a company
or an e-commerce platform. The affiliate then
creates content—such as videos, images,
reviews, comparisons, or personal
testimonials—to introduce the product to
potential customers. When a potential customer
clicks the provided affiliate link and makes a
purchase, the affiliate receives a commission.

Depending on the provider's program,
commissions may be based on various models:
Pay-Per-Sale (PPS)

Pay-Per-Lead (PPL)

Pay-Per-Click (PPC)

Opportunities  for  Affiliate

Development in the Russian Market

Marketing

Exploding Online Market Russia boasts a vast
and rapidly expanding online market:

Internet Penetration: At the beginning of 2024,
Russia had approximately 130.4 million internet
users, with a penetration rate of 90.4%. This
number grew to 133 million users and a 92.2%
penetration rate by early 2025.

Social Media Usage: Over 7 out of 10 Russians
use social media.

E-commerce  Growth: Major ecommerce
platforms like Wildberries and Ozone have
experienced exceptionally high revenue growth
(over 60%).

Connectivity: Easy access to the internet with
extensive coverage and stable quality provides
excellent conditions for the growth of social
media and E-commerce platforms. The
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increasing popularity of platforms like TikTok
fuels consumer demand and cross-border
commerce through a wealth of engaging content
that drives new trends.

Extensive and Diverse Affiliate Network

The Russian market is supported by a large
network of affiliate programs and networks:

Popular Networks and Programs: Common
affiliate networks in Russia include Admitad
and Lead.ru, alongside prominent programs
from e- commerce giants like AliExpress, Ozon,
and Wildberries.

Customer Base: Ozon and Wildberries are
extremely familiar to Russian consumers,
resulting in a large daily volume of potential
customers searching for products on these
platforms. Their efficient and convenient return
systems also ensure a positive consumer
experience.

Program Support: These
established  dedicated
policies, making it significantly easier for
affiliates and suppliers to connect. Such
programs, combined with social media growth,
help individuals earn extra income and enable
businesses to reduce advertising costs.

platforms have
affiliate  marketing

Technological Advancements

Progress in technology, including Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and programmatic advertising,
is optimizing affiliate marketing campaigns:
Content Creation: Al assists in accelerating
information retrieval, making video and image
editing quicker and easier, which considerably
improves productivity in preparing product
introductions.

Idea Generation: To attract engagement and
stimulate purchasing, affiliates and content
creators must invest heavily in ideation and

content development. Al dramatically speeds up
the process of finding ideas and trends.

Efficiency: Al can edit articles and videos,
simplifying the creation of short advertisements
from existing media. Its learning capability also
time and effort savings with
increased use, allowing for a continuous, rapid
flow of new content across applications daily.

maximizes

Multi-Channel Strategy

Affiliate marketing's simple mechanism of using
a link to the product's homepage allows it to be
leveraged across a wide range of content, from
emails to social media. This multi-channel
approach helps the advertising reach and
connect with more potential customers. Using
affiliate links enables connection with potential
customers everywhere, from promotional letters
to content on Digital Platforms. This opens up
enormous potential and limitless creativity,
while also invigorating international trade.

Challenges for Affiliate Marketing

Development in Russia

Dominance of National Marketplaces

The Russian e-commerce logistics market is
highly concentrated among domestic companies
like Wildberries and Ozon. These marketplaces
provide comprehensive end-to-end logistics and
fulfillment services, making it difficult for
smaller retailers and affiliates to compete
directly.

Complex and Costly Logistics
Russia's vast geography and fragmented
infrastructure make logistics complicated and
expensive, particularly when reaching remote
areas. While domestic companies manage these
challenges well, they remain a barrier for smaller
or international businesses.
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Changing Social Media Landscape and Strict

Online Advertising Laws

The media and regulatory environment present

significant hurdles:

Social Media Restrictions: Major international
platforms like Instagram and Facebook have
been blocked in Russia for "extremism," forcing
affiliates to adapt to local social networks and
marketing channels. Furthermore, as of
September 2025, all advertising on Instagram is
illegal in Russia, regardless of the target
audience.

Online  Advertising Regulations:  Since
September 2022, Russia has enforced mandatory
labeling and registration for all online

advertisements targeting Russian consumers.
Every ad must be marked "advertisement" in
Cyrillic, display advertiser information, and be
assigned a wunique ID from a registered
Advertising Data Operator. Data Localization
and Consent Requirements Strict data laws
impose significant compliance costs:

Data Localization: Russian law mandates that
all personal data belonging to Russian citizens
must be initially stored and processed on servers
located within Russia. This presents a difficult
and costly requirement for foreign companies,
including affiliate networks, to meet.

Explicit Consent: Personal data laws require
users to give explicit, voluntary, and fully
informed consent for any data processing,
including for electronic marketing
communications. Pre-ticked boxes or implied
consent are legally invalid.

Prohibited Content and International Isolation
Geopolitical factors add complexity and risk:

"Undesirable" Content: A new law, effective
September 2025, bans advertising on

information sources (websites, social media
accounts) designated as "undesirable" by the
Russian government. Violations can result in
substantial fines.

International Sanctions: Following sanctions,
many international companies and affiliate
networks withdrew from the Russian market.
This has fragmented the affiliate ecosystem,
particularly  impacting  foreign  affiliates
operating in Russia and Russian affiliates
collaborating with global brands.

Payment Processing: The withdrawal of major

international financial services like Visa,
MasterCard, and PayPal has disrupted
cross-border payments. Affiliates are now

compelled to use local payment systems such as
Mir, CYberPay, and SBP, which complicates
payments, especially for foreign companies
compensating Russian partners.

Limited International Opportunities: Sanctions
and financial restrictions have made it harder for
Russian affiliates to join global programs and for
foreign brands to access the Russian market.

Summary

Affiliate marketing in Russia is poised for
significant growth (CAGR through 2028) driven
by high internet and social media penetration
(penetration by early 2025), the dominance of
major  domestic platforms
(Wildberries, Ozon), and the increased use of Al
for content optimization. This model offers both
businesses (by reducing advertising costs) and
individuals (by providing passive income) a
valuable economic opportunity.

e-commerce

However, the market faces considerable
challenges, including the oligopolistic nature of
the e-commerce landscape and complex, costly
logistics. More critically, a restrictive regulatory
environment imposes mandatory online
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advertising labelling and registration, strict data
localization and explicit consent requirements,
and bans advertising on certain "undesirable"
content sources. International sanctions have
also fragmented the ecosystem by forcing the
withdrawal of major platforms and disrupting
cross-border payments following the exit of
services like Visa and PayPal. Successful
development of affiliate marketing in Russia
requires strategic navigation of these legal,
logistical, and geopolitical complexities.

The writer is a student of the Faculty of Economics
and Management at Moscow Polytechnic University,

supervised by Ostrovskaia O. I ,Russia.

Reach her at: nhi.mospolytesch@gmail.com
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BY ABU JAFAR

Creative Social Media Ideas for digital marketing in 2024

y 2026, social media marketing has
evolved far beyond posting ads or

influencer campaigns.

With spans shrinking and
algorithms changing constantly, brands are
forced to innovate or disappear. This article

running
attention

explores how marketers are using
immersive experiences, user co-creation,
Al-assisted strategies, and genuine human
connection to cut through the noise.
Focusing on real examples from 2024-2025,
it shows that the future of social media
marketing isn’t just about being seen, it's
about being remembered, trusted, and

shared.
Keywords:

Innovative marketing, social media 2026,
user-generated content, Al in marketing,
authenticity, guerrilla tactics, higher
education marketing.

1. From Feeds to Experiences: Marketing
That Lives Beyond the Screen

Gone are the days when a polished
Instagram post could
engagement. Today’s audiences scroll past

guarantee

thousands of visuals every week, most of
them forgettable. The brands that stand out
in 2026 aren’t just creating content; they're
creating experiences. Take Jellycat, the
British plush toy brand. In early 2025, they
opened a pop-up “Fish & Chips Shop”

inside London’s Selfridges, where
customers could buy their signature
bunnies wrapped in newspaper-like

takeaway meals. The store wasn’t designed
to maximize sales, it was built to be
TikTok-able. And it worked: over 200,000
organic videos were posted within two
weeks, most by teens and young adults who
treated it like a mini-event, not a store.
Similarly, nonprofits are using experiential
stunts

to drive empathy. Parkinson’s

Victoria in Australia set up arcade-style
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“Skill Tester” games in malls, but instead of
grabbing toys, players tried to pour milk or
dial a phone with hands that mimicked
Parkinson’s tremors. The result? Over
$5,000 raised in 12 hours and thousands of
people suddenly feeling what patients go
through. These campaigns succeed because
they shift the focus from “look at our
product” to “live this moment with us.” Ina
world of digital fatigue, real-world
interaction especially when shared online

becomes priceless.

2. The Rise of Co-Creation: Letting the
Audience Lead

One of the most powerful trends in
2025-2026 is participatory marketing.
Instead of talking to audiences, brands
invite them to co-create the story. Spotify
Wrapped is the gold standard here. Every
December, millions of users eagerly await
their personalized recap of the year’s
listening habits. They don’t just consume it,
they share it as a form of self-expression. In
2025, SpotifyWrapped generated over 66
billion views on TikTok alone. Universities
adopted this The
University of New Hampshire launched a

have model too.
student ambassador program where current
students post unfiltered campus life on
TikTok and Instagram. Their content messy
dorms, late-night study sessions, cafeteria
fails gets 22% higher engagement than
official university posts. Why? Because it
feels real. Even small businesses are doing
it. A bakery owner in Portland, Oregon,
used Instagram Stories to let followers vote
on new cupcake flavors, packaging colors,
and even store playlist choices before
opening. By launch day, she already had a

loyal
invested in her success. This shift reflects a

community who felt personally

deeper truth: people don’t just want to buy
from brands they want to belong to them.

3. AI: Assistant, Not Author

Artificial
marketing

intelligence is everywhere in
but its role s
In 2026, the
aren't using Al to replace
humans; they’re using it to empower them.

often
misunderstood. smartest

marketers

Al excels at tasks like analyzing audience
sentiment, optimizing ad spend, or
generating first drafts of email copy.
L'Oréal, for example, used Al in 2024 to
simulate giant product installations on city
skyscrapers creating viral digital “guerrilla”
ads without permits, crews, or budgets.
Chatbots now handle 80% of routine
customer service queries for universities,
freeing staff to focus on complex student
concerns. But when AI goes too far like
generating generic blog posts or robotic
social captions it backfires. Gen Z especially
detects “slop content” instantly. They call it
“Al cringe.” A 2025 survey found that 68%
of users trust brands less when they suspect
content is fully Al- generated. The winning
formula? Human strategy + Al efficiency. A
human sets the vision, tone, and emotional
goal;
repetitive tasks. For instance, a marketer

Al handles data crunching and

might use Al to find trending audio on
TikTok, but a student intern crafts the actual
video script because they live the culture.

4. Authenticity as the New Currency

Polished perfection is out. Imperfection,
vulnerability, and transparency are in. In
2026, audiences reward brands that show
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their human side. Dove’s 2025 campaign,
The Code,
Al-generated or digitally altered images of

pledged never to use
women. They even released a free “Real
Beauty Prompt Playbook” to help other
brands create inclusive Al imagery. The
move wasn’t just ethical, it was strategic. It
reinforced Dove’s 20-year “Real Beauty”
mission while addressing Gen Z’s growing
anxiety about digital distortion. Burger
King, once known for snarky clapbacks,
shifted tone during the pandemic. Their
posts read: “We're all in this together help
us.” Simple, humble, and relatable it
resonated deeply. Even universities are
humanizing their brands. Texas State’s
president posts photos of himself riding
vintage motorcycles. Ohio State celebrates
with candid, behind-

These aren’t grand
gestures, they're tiny moments of truth that

faculty wins
the-scenes  reels.
build trust over time. In a landscape flooded
with ads, authenticity isn’t just nice to have,
it's the only thing that cuts through.

5. Lessons for Higher Education and Small
Brands

Universities and small businesses may not
have billion-dollar budgets, but they have
something bigger: real people. The most
effective social media strategies in 2026
leverage that. Use student voices, not
corporate scripts. Clemson’s
ClemsonStudents Instagram is run entirely
by undergrads and it's their most trusted
channel. Meet audiences where they are,
79% of traditional undergrads use TikTok. If
your content is only on Facebook, you're
invisible to them.

Celebrate wins loudly, A Nobel Prize, a
sports victory, or even a local community
project share it! Institutional pride drives
Address

honestly, Posts about “How we help with

engagement. pain  points
student loan stress” or “Choosing your
major without panic” build empathy. Stay
culturally aware. When Bernie Sanders
wore mittens in 2021, the University of
New Hampshire quickly reminded
everyone he once taught there linking a

meme to their legacy. Small brands can do

the same: host live Q&As, share
behind-the-scenes bloopers, or turn
customer  complaints into  public

problem-solving sessions. Transparency
builds loyalty faster than any ad.

Conclusion:

Innovative marketing in 2026 isn’t about
chasing every new trend or flooding feeds
with content. It's about intention. It's about
creating moments that feel human, inviting
participation, wusing tech wisely, and
standing for something real. The brands
that thrive won't be the loudest, they'll be
the most meaningful. In a world of noise,

meaning is the ultimate differentiator.
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BY FAHIMA AKTER

INNOVATIVE MARKFETING AND THE DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT:
CATALYSTS FOR SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

DFEYE

I he global economy stands at a critical

crossroads, navigating the dual
challenges of fostering growth and ensuring
planetary stewardship. In this complex
landscape, a powerful synergy is emerging:
the marketing

strategies and the digital environment is

fusion of innovative

becoming a fundamental driver of
sustainable economic development. This is
no longer a niche concept but a core
business  imperative, reshaping how
companies create value, engage consumers,
contribute to a resilient future.

development — meeting

and
Sustainable our
present needs without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet
theirs—rests on three pillars: economic

viability, environmental protection, and

Sustainability in
Marketing

social equity. The digital revolution, when
harnessed correctly, provides the tools to
integrate these pillars into the very heart of
commerce.

The Digital Environment: The Foundation
for Change

The modern digital ecosystem —comprising
social media, Big Data Analytics, Artificial
Intelligence (AI), the Internet of Things
(IoT),
unprecedented

and Blockchain — creates an

infrastructure for
transparency and efficiency. Transparency
and Traceability: Consumers are
increasingly conscious of the lifecycle of the
products they buy. Technologies like

blockchain allow for immutable supply

46



Politico Yista

Volume 13, October to December 2025

chain tracking. A customer can scan a QR
code to learn a product's journey from a
sustainable farm to the shelf, verifying its
organic certification or fair-trade labor
This builds trust and holds

accountable.  Data-Driven
and Al
businesses to optimize operations, reducing

practices.
companies
Efficiency: Big data enable
waste and environmental impact. Logistics
companies use Al algorithms to plan the
most fuel-efficient delivery routes. Smart
grids optimize energy consumption in
real-time. This "green efficiency" is not just
good for the planet; it directly improves the
bottom line.

Innovative Marketing: The Engine of
Conscious Consumption

Marketing is no longer just about selling; it's
about storytelling, building communities,
and championing values. Innovative
marketing strategies are pivotal in shifting
consumer behavior towards sustainability.
Modern

consumers, especially younger generations,

Purpose-Driven  Storytelling:
align with brands that stand for something.

Innovative marketing moves beyond
highlighting product features to narrating a
brand’s sustainability mission. Patagonia’s
"Don't Buy This Jacket" campaign, which
urged the

environmental cost of their purchases, is a

consumers to consider

classic example. It strengthened brand
loyalty by aligning with customers' values,
ultimately driving long-term economic
resilience for the company. The Rise of the
Digital
facilitate new business models like the

Circular  Economy: platforms
sharing economy (e.g., Airbnb, Zipcar) and

product-as-a-service. =~ Marketing  these

models requires a shift in messaging —from
ownership to access, from new to renewed.
Brands like IKEA are now marketing
buy-back and resale programs, using digital
channels to create a marketplace for used
furniture, thus reducing waste and tapping
into a new revenue stream.
Hyper-Personalization for Reduced Waste:
Al-powered marketing can deliver highly
personalized product
This not only enhances the customer

experience but also reduces the economic

recommendations.

and environmental waste associated with
mass production of unwanted goods. By
marketing the right product to the right
person at the right time, businesses can

align profitability with resource
conservation.
The Virtuous Cycle: Economic

Development Reinforced

The intersection of digital marketing and
sustainability creates a powerful virtuous
that
development: For Businesses: Adopting

cycle fuels  holistic ~ economic

sustainable practices, marketed
authentically, enhances brand reputation,
fosters customer loyalty, and opens up new
markets. It also drives operational
efficiency, leading to cost savings and
improved risk  management. For
Consumers: They gain access to better
information, empowering them to make
ethical purchasing decisions that reflect
their values. This "voting with your wallet"
creates a direct market incentive for
companies to innovate sustainably. For
Society: This shift supports the creation of
green jobs in areas like renewable energy,

sustainable supply chain management, and
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green tech development. It promotes a more

equitable and resilient economy less
dependent on finite resources.

The Road Ahead: Challenges and
Responsibilities

The path is not without its challenges.
"Greenwashing" —making misleading
sustainability claims—remains a significant
risk in the digital space where information
spreads rapidly. The key is authenticity.
Marketing claims must be backed by
verifiable action and embedded in core
business strategy. Furthermore, the digital
divide must be addressed to ensure that the
this digital
transformation are inclusive and accessible
to all, further

disparity.

benefits  of sustainable

preventing economic

Conclusion:

The marriage of innovative marketing and
the digital environment is a transformative

force. It moves wus from a linear
"take-make-dispose"  economic = model
towards a circular, inclusive, and

sustainable one. By leveraging digital tools
to tell authentic stories, promote efficient
and conscious

systems, empower

consumers, businesses can  become
powerful agents of change. In doing so, they
will not only secure their own long-term
prosperity but also play a vital role in
building an economy that thrives in
harmony with our planet and its people.
The future of economic development is not

just digital; it is sustainably digital.

The writer is a student of the Faculty of

Economics and Management at Moscow
Polytechnic University, supervised by Karimouva

Irina Yurievna, Senior Lecturer at the same
faculty.
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TRADE WARS, SANCTIONS, AND SUPPLY CHAINS: THE REAL COST

OF GEOPOLITICS FOR BUSINESSES

Hﬂw Geop ﬂ.f.rtlfj Affects

HTEHHATI'IJHAL THADE

I n 2022, a Karachi-based textile exporter
lost a half-million-dollar order—not

because of poor quality or delay, but
because their shipment passed through a
Russian port. Under EU sanctions, even
indirect  logistical links became a
compliance risk. This wasn’t bad luck. It
was a sign of a new reality: geopolitics now
shapes business outcomes as much as
market demand. Once treated as separate
spheres—foreign policy for diplomats,
profits for CEOs—international relations

and corporate strategy are now deeply

j-.l-a.l

intertwined. Trade wars, sanctions, and
bloc-based regulations have turned global
commerce into a high-stakes exercise in risk
navigation. Take the U.S. sanctions on
Huawei. They didn’t just target one Chinese
firm —they disrupted global semiconductor
supply chains, forcing companies like
ASML and TSMC to halt shipments.
Similarly, the EU’s Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), rolled out
in 2023, isn't just climate policy. For
Pakistani steel and cement exporters, it’s a
new barrier: without certified emissions
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data, their goods face tariffs in Europe’s
largest market.

The Russia-Ukraine war amplified this

trend. Western sanctions froze assets,
banned Russian energy, and cut off SWIFT
access. But the ripple effects reached far
beyond Moscow. German automakers
halted production over wiring shortages.
Turkish builders saw costs surge as Russian
steel vanished. In Pakistan, fertilizer prices
spiked due to dependence on Russian
gas—hurting farmers and pushing up food
didn’t
sides —they were caught in the crossfire. As

inflation. Businesses choose

a result, companies can no longer treat

supply chains as neutral networks.
“Frictionless globalization” is over. Firms
now conduct geopolitical due

diligence —mapping not just suppliers, but
sanction risks, alliance alignments, and
regulatory shifts in every market they
touch. Some are adapting. Apple is shifting
iPhone assembly from China to India and
Vietnam —not just for cost, but to de-risk
from U.S.-China tensions. Samsung opened
a new chip plant in Texas after qualifying
for US. CHIPS Act subsidies tied to
national security. Even  Pakistani
multinationals are rerouting imports to
avoid sanctioned jurisdictions, despite
higher costs. Yet for small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) in the Global South,
adaptation is often impossible. A Lahore
electronics importer can’t easily replace
Russian-made components. A seafood
exporter in Karachi can’t afford EU-certified
cold chain upgrades. Without legal teams or
financial buffers, they bear the brunt of

policy shocks they didn’t create. This

reveals a critical gap: international policy
rarely accounts for third-party business
vulnerability. Sanctions aim to pressure
states, not protect neutral traders. Trade
blocs
external inclusivity. The result? A fractured

prioritize internal cohesion over

global economy into
spheres —U.S.-led,

non-aligned —each with its own rules. For

split
China-aligned,

competing
and

Pakistan, the path forward is narrow but
vital. Caught between China’s Belt and
Road Initiative, U.S. strategic interests, and
regional instability, the country must build
trade resilience. This means: Supporting
SMEs with export compliance training
Investing in digital customs and real-time
trade intelligence Leveraging non-aligned
status to access multiple markets without
over-dependence Strengthening domestic
regulatory = readiness—like  transparent
export controls or climate reporting —could
turn compliance from a barrier into a
competitive advantage. Ultimately,
businesses no longer operate in a world
shaped only by supply and demand. They
operate in one shaped by embargoes,
alliances, and ideological divides. The real
cost of geopolitics isn't just lost
revenue —it’s the constant need to anticipate
the unpredictable. And in that new reality,
the most valuable skill isn’t marketing or

logistics —it’s strategic foresight.

The writers are Nazmuss Shakib and Arina V.
Chernikova, Master’s students in Innovative
Marketing at Moscow Polytechnic University,
and Kazy Afsar Peash, a Master’s student in
Business Administration at the Beijing Institute
of Graphic Communication
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BY HIBBA SAEED

POLICY ANALYSIS: A CRITICAL TOOL FOR EFFECTIVE

GOVERNANCE IN PAKISTAN
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I n this increasingly unpredictable world

marred by rapid socio-economic
changes, evolving global ecosystem, and
sophisticated governance challenges, the
role of policy analysis has never been more
crucial. Now for starters, Policy Analysis
can well be defined as the systematic
evaluation of the design, implementation,
and impact of public policies. It is crucial for
hatching effective, research-based, and
relevantly appropriate solutions to the
intricate problems any nation, in this case
Pakistan, could face. In a country like
Pakistan where governance is often marred

Good
Governance

s
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ORIENTED
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RULES
N—

EFFECTIVE

AND EFFICIEN'I)
N

by very alarming income inequalities,
political turmoil, a constantly inefficient
bureaucratic system, and weak institutional
capacities, policy analysis, for sure, is the
need of the hour in as far as reform and
progress
population totaling over 240 million people,
Pakistan, a developing country has in her

are concerned. With a huge

possession a multitude of policy challenges
ranging reduction, the
in the education

from poverty
much-needed reforms
system, healthcare delivery, scarce energy
issues, and climate change adaptation. As if
that wasn’t enough, Pakistan also faces real
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problems in governance like the worryingly

higher rates of corruption,
federal-provincial coordination, and weak
regulatory frameworks. But amid such
complex challenges, policy analysis emerges
as an indispensable instrument in ensuring
that  public

transparent, and rooted in empirical data. It

decisions are rational,
is the burden of this article to explore the

theoretical foundations, methods, and
applications of policy analysis, with a focus
on its relevance and potential in the
Pakistani context. The word policy analysis
may be new to a layman. But it is not
something to be considered so alien to our
ears or lips, more so when it comes to the
bureaucrats of this nation. The bureaucrats
and the men and women responsible for
making decisions that cheer this nation
ahead, and or even directly plan for this
country, in my strongest belief, are familiar
with this term. But for want of clarity, I shall
try to explain. Policy Analysis, we may say,
is an interdisciplinary field that originates
from economics, political science, sociology,
public administration, and law. When we
decide to analyze policies, first we have to
identify the problems. Then evaluate the
different policy alternatives. The third step
is predicting outcomes. Only, and only after
passing through these three stages or steps
may we be in a better position to
recommend optimal solutions. And that, my
friend, is what can be referred to as policy
analysis. Having all the above in mind, one
may, there and then, come to a conclusion
that the roles of a policy analyst, is to
scrutinize, the

feasibility, cost-effectiveness, equity, and

review, and examine
political relevance and acceptability of

proposed policies, helping decision-makers

in choosing the most efficient and effective
course of action. The one who wants to
grasp the different types of policy analysis
should, first of all, know that there are
generally two of a kind. One. Prospective
Analysis. And two are retrospectives.
Prospective Analysis may, at times, be
referred to as ex-ante. And retrospective
ex-post. With prospective analysis, analysts
forecast the impact of potential policies
whereas
retrospective the
effectiveness and efficiency of policies after
they have been executed. Both approaches
are so handy in maintaining a vibrant and

before implementation,

analysis  evaluates

flexible policy environment.

Now let us move on to the stages of policy
analysis.

When discussing policy analysis, we ought
to follow a typically structured process.
And that is:

The first process is problem definition:
Under this
articulate the problem or challenge to be
addressed, including its span, stakeholders,

process, analysts clearly

and probable impacts.

Next is policy formulation: Here we
identify and develop the various alternative
policy options.

Moving forward, we go to the third
process of policy evaluation: In this, we
analyze the merits and demerits of each
alternative. Tools like cost-benefit analysis,
risk assessment, and impact evaluation can
be used for this stage.
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The fourth
recommendation:

then, is
This
recommending the most viable option

one, policy

involves

based on analysis.

The fifth and last process is, obviously,
policy implementation and monitoring:
Under this, sufficient support for the
practical enactment of the chosen policy is
given and outcomes are continuously
evaluated for necessary adjustments where
need be. Of course to understand the
processes of policy analysis is great. But it
isn’t enough. So, I will not stop you there.
There are approximately a variety of six
qualitative and quantitative tools employed
in policy analysis. It may be useful if we

briefly delve into them.
Here we go;

Cost-Benefit Analysis (CBA): It weighs the
expected benefits of a policy in comparison
to its costs.

Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis (MCDA):

Examines and reviews policy options

against a range of criteria.

SWOT Analysis: Detects the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.

different
future scenarios to foresee policy impacts.

Scenario Planning: Explores

Stakeholder  Analysis: Identifies the
influence and interest of various
stakeholders.

Policy Mapping and Logic Models:

Visual tools to represent policy processes
and outcomes. After knowing all this, one

may wonder why it has taken Pakistan
years, if not decades, to fully deliver and
analyze policies. However, before we blame
or start using the pointing figure against
anyone or any party we may think is
responsible for this visibly annoying neglect
of policy analysis, allow me to inform you
that policy analysis, however good it may
appear on paper-and it is- isn’t immune to
challenges. It is the responsibility of the
preceding chapter to discuss the numerous
challenges to policy analysis in Pakistan.

The following are the challenges:

Data Deficiency: Most data collection
systems in Pakistan are not only outdated,
but also fragmented. The worst thing of it
all is that it is also influenced by political
considerations. This has proven to be one of
the most serious hard-to-tackle challenges,
since effective policy analysis demands
reliable and timely data.

Limited Institutional Capacity: Policy
analysis calls for skilled labor, effective
technical

support. The government of Pakistan faces

tools, and extensive research

alarming scarcity in all these three areas.

Political Interference: Majority of policy
decisions here in Pakistan are, unfortunate
to say, frequently driven by political

expediency rather than evidence-based

reasoning. This undermines analytical

recommendations, making failure

inevitable.
Lack of Coordination:

Poor interdepartmental coordination dwarfs
the development and implementation of
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coherent policies. This is especially true
bearing the fact that most, although not all,
of the time there are visible conflicting
interests between policy and decision
makers at the federal and the provincial
government’s level in Pakistan. This is more
evident in the regions of Balochistan and

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Public Distrust and Weak Engagement:
When the public is not included in the
policy society
involvement is restricted, accountability

process, and  civil
and transparency are compromised. And

that exactly is what is happening here.

Case Studies: A Guide to the Practical
Application of Policy Analysis in Pakistan
To understand the practical application of
policy analysis, it is imperative to examine
some cases in Pakistan:

Benazir Income

(BISP):

Support Programme

This is a government initiative in Pakistan
created with the main objective of providing
financial assistance to low-income families.
Cash assistance is hereby given to deserving
eligible persons, mostly women and
children. As a social safety net initiative,
BISP was designed based on policy research
highlighting the need for direct income
support to alleviate poverty. Constant
monitoring and evaluation have been
handy at

making improvements in

targeting, efficiency, and transparency.

National Education Policy (NEP): In a
desperate bid to create a reliable, relevant,
and real-life practical education system, the
government of Pakistan has finally come to

the the
significance of stakeholder analysis and

sudden realization about
evidence-based planning. It is due to this
realization that an idea to form the National
(NEP) hatched.
implementation gaps still

persist due to poor coordination and

Education Policy was

Nonetheless,

resource allocation.

National Climate Change Policy (NCCP):

Having  been  developed from a
participatory and research-based approach,
the National Climate Policy comprises input
from environmental experts, NGOs, and
However, its

provincial ~governments.

success depends on implementation
mechanisms and sustained political will.
Having said and discussed all the above, we
may now switch our attention to discuss the
numerous crucial roles think tanks and

academia play in policy analysis.
The Roles of Think Tanks and Academia

Pakistan, as a nation, is blessed with various
think tanks and academic institutions that
play a critical role in policy analysis. A case
in point is the Pakistan Institute of
(PIDE),
Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI), and Institute of Strategic Studies

Islamabad (ISSI). These organizations carry

Development Economics

out in-depth policy research and offer
policy recommendations. They serve as
useful bridges between knowledge and
policymaking. The only sad thing, perhaps,
is that the unfortunate limited funding and
lack of implementation authority greatly
dwindles their impact on the nation. It is my
utmost prayer that universities and research
this further

centers of nation be
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accommodated into the policymaking

process. Increased emphasis on
interdisciplinary studies and collaboration
with public sector agencies is the need of
the hour. Establishing formal channels for
government-academic  partnerships can
enhance the thoroughness, accuracy and

relevance of policy analysis.

The
Policymaking

Importance of Evidence-Based

Evidence-based  policymaking (EBPM)
ensures that decisions are grounded in
thorough and accurate data backed by
empirical research. In Pakistan, where
narrative-based decision-making is
common, promoting EBPM can significantly
improve governance outcomes. Policies on
health, agricultural, or urban planning must
be informed by local data, demographic
trends, and socio-economic analyses. The
integration of modern technologies such as
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), big
data analytics, and machine learning, as
modern technologies, when integrated, can
greatly enhance the quality and precision of
policy The
Pakistan, however,
stakeholders
investments in digital infrastructure and

for Dbetter

analysis. government  of
the different

required to make

and
are
training of public servants
outcomes.

Citizen Participation and Policy

Transparency

The
community participation is an unavoidable

inclusion of public opinion and

ingredient of effective policy analysis.
Whenever citizens feel included in the

policymaking process, it drives engagement

and also increases legitimacy. Public
consultations, participatory budgeting, and
digital feedback platforms are the numerous
channels and options that can democratize
policy formulation and enhance trust in
government institutions. For the sake of
Pakistan, citizenship engagement can also
be boosted by increasing transparency
through the Right to Information (RTI) laws
and e-governance initiatives. Civil society
organizations and the media also play a
very critical role in holding policymakers
accountable and stirring informed public
discourse. In a bid to strengthen policy
analysis in Pakistan, I came up with the

following recommendations:

Capacity Building: Invest in training public
officials in analytical methods, data
interpretation, and policy design. Besides,
since there is a guaranteed seed of immense
benefit that nations are sure to enjoy when
the powers that be decide to invest enough
the
upgrading of their human resource, the

resources in development and
government of Pakistan should leverage on
the huge pool of young peoples it have by
skilling them, building capacity in major
sectors of the economy including policy
analysis.

Data Infrastructure: Data should, first of all,
be easily accessible to all stakeholders if
there is ever going to be effective policy
analysis. Moreover, it should also be of
improved quality, and greatly reliable. All
this can only be possible if our government
is willing to invest in building modernized
statistical institutions.
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Institutional Reform: There is nothing that
stunts effective policy analysis more so in
developing nations such as Pakistan like the
unnecessary constant intervention of our
political leaders in the processes of policy
analysis. There is an urgent need to create
independent policy units within ministries
to ensure continuity and avoid partiality in
analysis caused by the not only unwanted
but also unnecessary political patronage

Public- Collaboration:

Collaboration

Private
between government,
academia, civil society, and private sector in
should be highly
encouraged. We have seen this working
miracles in the UAE and Norway. Pakistan

can do the same.

policy development

Political Will: This is obvious. Fostering a

culture of meritocracy and rational
decision-making at all levels of governance
shall boost effective policy analysis. In
complex and sensitive environments like
Pakistan, policy analysis is not a luxury but
a necessity for effective governance and
True, the

challenges are substantial, but so are the

sustainable  development.

opportunities. By inculcating a culture of

evidence-based  policymaking, boosting
institutional capabilities, and fostering
inclusive  participation, Pakistan can

transform its policy landscape to serve its
people better. As we proud Pakistanis
navigate the 21st century, efficient and
effective policy analysis will be the compass
guiding our journey towards a balanced,
resilient and prosperous Pakistan we all
dream of having.

The writer is affiliated as a Lecturer at Lahore
Business School, The University of Lahore,
Pakistan.

Reach her at: hibbasaeed50@yahoo.com
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BY FARAH RIAZ

URBANIZATION: INTENSIFIES CLIMATE DISASTER

I oday’s climate , there’s a massive

difference ~ between  today’s
environment and what it was in the past.
All  the climate disasters happening
now —whether frequent or severe—are a
result of human actions. Humans have
produced excessively for their comfort, but
this overexploitation is now damaging
human lives themselves. There are many
factors that bring about the climate disaster
and contribute mainly to climate change,
but here we discuss a massive topic,
urbanization, which contributes to climate
change, due to which the climate disaster
occurred.

Urbanization:

When people migrate from rural areas
(ancestor’s home) to urban areas (cities and
towns) for the betterment of their lives. In
this process the size of cities swiftly
increases, and population rates also increase
promptly. There is also an enlargement shift
from agriculture to industries/services.

For instance:

. China’s rapid urbanization: in 1978,

18% of the population lived in cities
and towns, and now, in 2024, 64% of
the total population lives in urban
areas.

. In Brasilia, Brazil, in 1900, the

population rate was 140,000, but
lethargically it increased, and now,
in the last year, 2024, 4.8 million
(3,328 %) have been recorded.

. Karachi-Sindh, 1951: 1.1 million

people lived in Karachi city, which
rapidly increased, and in 2023, 16.5
million people (a 1400% increase)
were recorded.

. In Peshawar-KPK, in 1998, 0.98

million people lived in the large city,
like in Peshawar. Then, due to IDP
(internally displaced persons), the
population rate rapidly increased in
certain years, and now, in the census
of 2023, 2.3 million (a 135% increase)
in population growth is recorded.
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Here, a question arises:

Why has there been such rapid population
growth in urban areas? What are the factors
that have caused people to leave their
ancestors and choose a new place? There are
huge factors behind urbanization, mainly
economic opportunities (people want to

increase their income), seeking
employment, rural distress, infrastructure,
and transportation. In Pakistan,

urbanization is accelerating at 2.7%
annually (World Bank 2024), with major
cities expanding rapidly. Climate change is
a long-term change in weather patterns that
affects not only one city or country but also
local, regional, and global climates. For
instance, smog (due to air pollution) not
only affects the one country but also the
neighboring countries, like Pakistan and
India, which are affected by smog every
year. Due to this type of climate change,
mainly the rise in temperature, dejectedly, at
large, many climate disasters have been
recorded, like flash floods, droughts, air
pollution, different diseases, heatwaves,
wildfires, etc. These changes in climate are
not only due to natural phenomena but also
a huge contribution of human activities.
Like emissions of carbon by using excessive
amounts of coal, oil, and gases.
Urbanization mainly contributes to or
intensifies the climate disaster. As when on
a large scale, populations migrate from
urban to rural areas in search of better
economic opportunities, then automatically
the sizes of cities rapidly increase and the
concept of mega cities emerge. Due to this
advanced population growth,
approximately increasing 2% per annum,

there should be a need for buildings,

houses, and industries that can fulfill their
requirements. A huge transformation of
time from agriculture to industrial
(Industrial Revolution 1769) contributed to
the concept of mega cities, because people
began migrating toward large cities,
believing that only big cities could improve
their lives and provide employment. As
urban populations grew, people, along with
governments, started deforestation to

accommodate  housing  needs  and
established more and more industries to
This led to
massive carbon dioxide emissions from the
fossil fuels used in these industries. With
fewer trees to absorb CO., the air became

polluted. Additionally, the ozone layer was

meet economic demands.

severely affected, becoming thinner and
thinner. As a result, ultraviolet radiation
from the sun increased Earth’s temperature
significantly. Due to rising temperatures, the
summer season, which previously lasted 3
to 4 months, has now extended to 6 or 7
months. Every year, summers are becoming
hotter and more intense, breaking previous
records. Rising temperatures have also led
to extreme heat waves. Moreover, every
year, flash floods occur over a long
duration, and due to melting glaciers,
according to European Space Agency
WorldCover, 2.72% of the land of Pakistan is
covered with glaciers, large-scale floods are
recorded annually. Before the industrial
revolution, due to climate change, many
climate disasters had been recorded, but

those were mostly naturally occurring.

For instance,

e The 535-536 AD climate catastrophe
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e Mega drought in the American
Southwest (13" century)

But those were naturally occurring due to
volcanic eruption and solar cycles, and the
duration of that was less as compared to
today, and also it only affected certain areas,
but now climate change affects globally and
regionally. Urbanization plays a dual role in
climate climate

change, which brings

gas
Megacities like Beijing, China, and Delhi,

disasters:  Greenhouse emissions:
India, rely on coal for electricity, which
generates worse air pollution. Cities expand
by clearing forests (carbon sinks), due to
which

occur.Smog—a

and more
killer:
generated due to air pollution causes 7

less rain drought

global Smog
million premature deaths per year (World
Health Organization). Lung disease, heart
disease, and strokes were also recorded. 8.1
trillion US dollars per year (6.1% of global
GDP) lost due to air pollution (World Bank
2022). Delhi’s annual smog crisis, ranked #1
most polluted city. Lahore, Pakistan
(November 2023): unlivable pollution due
to crop burning (India-Pakistan Punjab).
Due to huge changes in climate, a
large-scale climate disaster happened now,
like, In 2023-2024, organizations on climate
change and international organizations like
the World Bank, the United Nations, the

National =~ Oceanic and  Atmospheric
Administration =~ (NOAA), and the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC) recorded many disasters
due to climate change.

e Chile, wildfire: 130+ dead (February
2024)

e Libya  Floods: 1100+  dead
(September 2023)
Texas’s flash flood (July 2025)

e Flash floods in Pakistan 2025

In Pakistan 2025, According to NDMA,
approximately 8,400 houses, 239 bridges
and 674 km of roads have been damaged.
At time of writing, UNICEF reported that
6.3 million people have been affected, 1000
lives have been lost, with 1,062 being
injured. Due to these climate disasters, the
loss of lives every year gradually increases,
not only human lives but also have an
intensive effect on the infrastructure of a
country, which is largely affected and
burdened on the country. So, wind up this
discussion by concluding that the main
is US
humans because these are man-made, and

reason behind climate disasters
we must take action to tackle them. Our

diplomats, who are responsible for
policy-making to address climate change,
need to create resilient policies. Since this is
a global issue, we must set aside our
personal interests and adopt policies at the
regional level, including with neighboring
countries, so that climate change can be
effectively tackled. This is arduous to tackle

but not impossible.

The writer is a student of Political Science at the
University of Sargodha.
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BY MUHAMMAD IDREES KHAN

THE MYTH OF TAXATION; A POLICY PERSPECTIVE.

I 1 E
>

MSNATY T EHH

COWVWIIS-TTER . SEHEIILEP

T he complexity of designing and

implementing taxation systems that
are not only fair and efficient but also
trusted by citizens is a Sisyphean task.
While taxation is a global necessity, the way
states structure, implement, and justify
taxes varies significantly across countries. A
comparative look at Germany, representing
Europe’s advanced welfare states, and
Pakistan, a developing country with fragile
governance structures, highlights the stark
contrasts in both the philosophy and
practice of taxation. Germany, like several
other European countries, is known for its
high tax burden. In some cases, individuals
face effective income tax rates approaching
50-60 percent, particularly when social
security contributions and other mandatory
deductions are included. At first glance, this
may seem excessively burdensome. Yet,

citizens in Germany and other European
welfare states comply with such obligations
willingly. The reason lies not in blind
obedience but in the reciprocal nature of
taxation. Tax revenue in these nations is
visibly channeled back into society through
high-quality  public goods: universal
healthcare, robust social security systems,
unemployment benefits, pensions, childcare
subsidies, and affordable education. The
perception of fairness—where citizens can
see their contributions improving collective
welfare —sustains compliance and
legitimizes high taxation. In other words,
taxation in Europe is not a bottomless pit. It
is a social contract where citizens pay into a
system that, in turn, guarantees them
dignity,  security, @~ and  opportunity
throughout their lives. The state’s efficiency
in redistributing resources ensures that
taxation is not seen as an extraction, but as
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an investment in societal well-being. In
stark contrast, Pakistan’s taxation system
reflects a one-way business where citizens
often feel they give without receiving.
Despite a relatively low tax-to-GDP ratio
(hovering around 10-12 percent, compared
to Germany’s 38-40 percent), tax morale in
Pakistan is abysmally low. People evade
taxes not merely out of greed but because
they perceive little value in compliance.
Public services in Pakistan are weak and
often exclusive. Government schools are
widely considered dysfunctional, with
dilapidated infrastructure and underpaid
teachers. Healthcare is largely inaccessible,
except for privileged officials or those who
can afford private treatment. Electricity
shortages continue to plague households,
especially beyond major urban centers.
Citizens thus view taxation not as a social
contract, but as forced extraction to finance
inefficiency and elite privilege. A peculiar
feature of Pakistan’s taxation framework is
the distinction between “filers” and
“non-filers.” Unique to Pakistan, this
dual-track approach penalizes non-filers
with higher rates on financial transactions.
While intended to broaden the tax net, it
inadvertently institutionalized inequality
and undermines universal compliance.
Rather than simplifying the system, it
complicates matters and creates further
distrust in state institutions. The divergence
between Germany and Pakistan is not
simply about rates but about governance
and trust. In Germany, citizens comply
despite high taxation because they trust the
state to deliver value in return. In Pakistan,
even modest taxation feels unjust because
the state fails to provide basic public goods
in exchange. This highlights the central role
of reciprocity in  taxation  policy.
Comparative studies in political economy
consistently show that citizens are more

likely to comply when they see
transparency, accountability, and
redistribution. Where governance is weak
and corruption pervasive, taxation becomes
contested and evasion widespread. From an
analytical perspective, the lesson is clear:
taxation cannot be reduced to arithmetic.

A state may impose high or low rates, but
what truly matters is whether citizens
perceive fairness and reciprocity. Germany
demonstrates how a high-tax system can
thrive on legitimacy and social trust.
Pakistan, on the other hand, exemplifies
how even a relatively low-tax system can
collapse under perceptions of corruption
and inefficiency. It is not that taxation is
inherently complicated in Pakistan. The
complexity lies in the political economy of
mistrust.

“The hardest thing in the world to

understand is the income tax”

-Albert Einstein

As long as citizens feel their contributions
are siphoned off into elite privileges or lost
in inefficiency, compliance will remain low.
For Pakistan to reform, taxation must be
embedded within a broader restructuring of

governance: improving public service
delivery,  ensuring  transparency  in
spending, and reshaping the fiscal

relationship between state and citizen.
Taxation is, at its heart, a reflection of the
social contract between state and citizen.
Germany illustrates how a state can sustain
high taxes by returning value to its people
through welfare and security. Pakistan
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illustrates the dangers of a weak fiscal
contract, where taxation is seen as
extraction without benefit. For Pakistan, the
challenge is not only to increase revenues
but to transform the meaning of taxation. By
demonstrating that tax contributions will be
visibly translated into better schools,
hospitals, infrastructure, and energy
systems, the state can rebuild public trust.
Without this shift, taxation will continue to
be perceived as an unjust burden rather
than a shared investment in national
progress. Ultimately, the contrast between
Germany and Pakistan reminds us that
taxation policy is not merely about numbers
and rates—it is about governance,
reciprocity, and the legitimacy of the state.

The writer holds a degree in Public Policy from
the National Defence University and the
University  of  Massachusetts — Amherst,
specializing in policy research, governance
analysis, and inclusive policymaking.

Reach him at:
muhammad.idreeswazirQ1@gmail.com
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BY SYEDA FARANI FATIMA

THE RISE OF MIDDLE POWERS IN INDO-PACIFIC

M iddle powers include states that

are neither superpowers nor great
powers but still have a significant influence
on diplomacy, shaping the norms of a
specific region, possess a substantial but not
dominant military, and also act as mediators
between great powers and small states.
Global diplomacy is utilized in the
Asia-Pacific states, including Australia,
South Korea, Indonesia, and Vietnam, to try
to influence international affairs as middle
powers and to maintain their status at the
global level. According to the Index's 2024
report, Japan, Australia, and South Korea
have made it to the list of the ten most
diplomatically influential countries in the
Indo-Pacific. Indonesia, Australia, and India
met over maritime security late in 2024.
Indonesia, Australia, and India had a boat
talk on maritime security in the year 2024.
This would redirect principles for regional
integration in the Indo-Pacific. This meeting
was not intended to counter superpowers,
but rather to enhance patrolling in the
Indo-Pacific, manage fisheries, and develop
multi-sector technology. For veterans, it was
an alert sign that middle powers are no

longer idle spectators; they are shaping the
governance framework and establishing
order in the world’s most disputed seas.

The Indo-Pacific isn’t just a battleground for
the US and China anymore. Now, it's a
crowded field, with a bunch of middle
powers like Australia, Indonesia, South
Korea, and Vietnam making real moves.
They’re not just bystanders, they’ve shaped
the region with sharp diplomacy, smart use
of their strengths, and by setting the tone on
things like trade rules and maritime
security.

What's driving these middle powers?

The region’s new multipolar setup gives
them room to maneuver. The US and China
are locked in their own rivalry, which
actually opens doors for others to step in,
sometimes as go-betweens, sometimes as
strategic counterweights. On top of that, all
these countries are tied together through
dense trade networks. That kind of
economic interdependence pushes even
smaller states to punch above their weight,
especially when it comes to keeping the
region stable. They know there’s a lot at
stake, and they’re not shy about making
their mark. For example, Vietnam and
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Singapore have boosted their status in
electronics and shipping. The US and China
are locked in a zero-sum game, which has
opened a gateway to middle powers to
sponsor and host new frameworks in
promoting regional maritime
confidence-building measures, in which
Australia had played a lead role.
Multipolarity, economic interdependence,
and norm fatigue among great powers
collectively illustrate that middle powers
are not just passive bystanders; instead,
they are active reformers of global order.
Middle powers also rely on existing
regional institutions and  economic
mechanisms to build the order of the
Indo-Pacific. Regional organizations such
as ASEAN and IORA  help crisis
management and  confidence-building
processes, and some agreements, such as
RCEP, promote such shared prosperity.
These instruments empower middle powers
to translate opportunities into actual
diplomatic leverage, thus ensuring stability
and peace amidst great power rivalries.

Case Studies: Who Are the Rising Middle
Powers?

Indonesia:

Indonesia is an emerging democracy and
exemplifies the contemporary middle
power. It is a G20 member, and it has a
strong engagement in the Indo-Pacific
region. Despite limited military power, it
has acquired a skeptical strategic position
through ASEAN leadership. Oxford
Academic notes that currently Indonesia is
not aligned with China or the US; instead, it
has adopted a middle power identity,
showcasing itself as a potential third pole in
the region's evolving order. Indonesia’s
foreign  policy  highlights  dynamic

equilibrium as well as the inclusive regional
architecture principle, which is intended to
enhance the role of ASEAN, protect the
autonomy, and reduce the negative impacts
of great power competition.

Australia: As a middle power, Australia’s
position of power is predicated on leading
in international institutions, a vibrant
economy, and strategic defense
relationships. Australia has also recently
boosted military ties with Indonesia under a
milestone defense pact that includes
maritime security and joint naval drills.
Australia is also modifying its position
amid regional tensions and changing its
regional diplomacy through small group
partnerships and greater flexibility.

South Korea:

South Korea is a middle power
characterized by diplomatic reach and
technological leadership. Its R&D driven
soft power reinforces its regional role
through development programs and
partnerships. The Lowy Asia Power Index
ranks South Korea among the top ten
diplomatically influential actors. Seoul is
engaged with QUAD

cybersecurity, Al ethics, and advanced

countries on

military and technology projects.
Vietnam/Philippines/Singapore:

Vietham has balanced its relations with
China as well as with the US, Japan, and
ASEAN. Its shared border disputes and
trade reliance make diplomacy essential in
maritime and supply-chain issues. The
Philippines  exhibits a  transactional
diplomacy to uphold a “Free and Open
Indo-Pacific”. The Philippines is boosting its

strategic position to strengthen its political
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influence. Singapore adopts economic
diplomacy and multilateral leadership. It
has chaired APEC for a long time and
remains a central node for
These brief

highlight different ways in which middle

regional
cooperation. case studies
powers in the Indo-Pacific leverage their
strength by using tools like norms and soft
power. Limits and Constraints Faced by
Middle Powers Middle powers face some
strategic that hinder their
progress. Notably, economic interference
This
political

limitations
serves as a constraint.
dependency
vulnerability. Domestic political constraint
is also a visible constraint which reduces its

major

transforms into

bandwidth. Coalition governments in
middle powers face divergent national
interests regarding healthcare and social
welfare. These constraints dilute foreign
policy agendas. Military limitations increase
these difficulties;

project large military operations alone, and

they wusually cannot

they depend on alliances and security deals
to deter threats, which creates dependence
on great powers. There is also a risk for
middle powers being used by major
powers. In a polarized Indo-Pacific, they
might be used as diplomatic shields or
proxy players. It provides strategic
dominance but can also lead to reputational
damage if alliances shift. So, middle powers
alliance

must balance autonomy with

benefits. Policy Recommendations To
enhance their influence strategically, middle
powers must adopt these strategies:

1. Invest in specialized skills like Artificial

intelligence.

2. Strengthen multilateral diplomacy by
establishing coalitions with like-minded
states.

3. Middle establish a
crisis-response mechanism to deal with

powers must

emergencies in the Indo-Pacific.

4. Expand maritime confidence-building
measures to reduce naval tensions.

5. Maintain transparent multi-vector
diplomacy to balance relations without any

risk.
Conclusion

The Indo-Pacific is evolving into a complex
ground of great power rivalry; in this
situation, middle powers are playing a
pivotal role in shaping the region’s global

order. They have achieved influence
through strategic and economic
cooperation. Middle powers are the

‘pragmatic architects of stability’; their
diplomacy offers hope for a balanced
Indo-Pacific where diverse interests coexist
harmoniously. Their success depends on
establishing and maintaining strong
alliances and balancing ties with major
powers without becoming their pawns.

The writer is a student of Social Sciences, with a
focus on International Relations, at the
International Islamic University, Islamabad,
and has interests in global affairs, public
administration, and paradigm shifts.
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I he competition between China and
the United States is one of the main

determinants of modern international
politics. It is not only a competition of
power but reflects a general conflict of
ideologies, conflicting economic paradigms
and ideologies of managing the world. One
of the states is a deeply rooted liberalism,
the an emerging
authoritarian model; both states strive to
their in the military,
economical, technological, and diplomatic
fields. has

rearrangement of international relationships

and other one is

exert influence

Polarization caused a
and created the atmosphere of the Cold War,
although in a much more complex and
globalised way than the U.S.-Soviet rivalry
of the twentieth century. The necessity of
the U.S. and China rivalry can be put in the
rapid economic rise of China and the
accompanying rebalancing of the world
division of power. Since China became a

member of the World Trade Organization in
2001 it has altered to a stage of being a
leading manufacturing and innovation
center. In 2013, it unveiled its Belt and Road
Initiative, which saw Beijing extend its
domination over the entirety of Asia, Africa,
and Europe via massive investments in
infrastructure  and  other  economic
affiliations. The United States enjoyed the
impugned leadership in international affairs
in the post-Cold war era, but the emergence
of China started compromising the
leadership of the United States. Washington
had seen the newly developed economic
and military potential of Beijing as a direct
dominance,
aimed to

challenge to its
because China
international institutions and norms to its
benefit. The conflict in trade that was
launched by the Trump administration in
2018 was an effective tipping point in

especially
re-organize

bilateral relations. The United States placed
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heavy tariffs on the Chinese products,
which were claimed to be unfair trade
practices, theft of intellectual property and
the China
responded with counter-tariffs, and the

manipulation  of market.
economic dispute escalated and created the
suspicion of creating economic uncertainty
in the world. The U.S continues to have a
confrontational attitude towards China even
in the Biden administration, as part of a
more general multilateral approach. Tariffs,
export control and technology prohibitions
have all continued to show that Washington
is more than just one-party to think that
China is a strategic challenge rather than a
temporary rival. The current cold war has
taken the technological competition as the
most conspicuous front. Both the players
are involving themselves in a frantic
competition of dominance in artificial
5G

computing and semiconductor fabrication.

intelligence, networks, quantum
The United States has made attempts to
limit China to high-tech semiconductor
equipment on national security grounds,
and has put pressure on its allies, including
Japan and the Netherlands, to reciprocate
the moves. To this, China has responded by
putting up its own plan, Made in China
2025 strategy to become technologically
reactive and ahead in major strategic areas.
The competition goes outside the scope of
the production to control over the digital
standards and internet regulations
worldwide. The United States advocates
freedom and open internet whereas China
espouses the principle of cyber sovereignty
by which states manage digital information
their This ideological
difference indicates the inherent political

paradigms that are liberal democracy and

within borders.

centralized authoritarianism and
predetermines the further development of
digital governance. Strategic and military
rivalry are the other factors that contribute
to the tension between the two powers. The
South China Sea has

bone-chucking bone arena in the process of

emerged as a

China developing its artificial islands,
setting up of military communities, and
laying claims to the sea, which intersects
The

frequent

with some of the southeast states.
United States
freedom-of-navigation operations in order
to test the Chinese claims and reinforce the

performs

international maritime order. At the same
time, Taiwan is the most volatile matter.
Beijing considers the island as a rogue
province and is determined to reunite with
it and Washington condemns Beijing by
selling arms and providing political support
to Taipei. Any war in Taiwan may lead to a
clash the
nuclear-powered countries. In reaction to

head-on between two
the rising aggressiveness of China, the
United States has rallied its Indo-Pacific
approach and renewed its Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue with India, Japan, as well
as Australia and has created the AUKUS
partnership with the United Kingdom
together with Australia to enhance
deterrence in the region. nThe competition
has

markets economically. The US still controls

far-reaching effects on the world

the worldwide monetary system with its
dollar,
technological innovation, as China finds its

global organizations and
way into the world with the use of trade,
investment and infrastructure diplomacy.
The Belt and Road Initiative brings together
over 150 countries via roads, ports, and the

digital system that brings Beijing to the
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center of the developing world. However,
opponents argue that the BRI has given rise
to debt dependency and political clout
This
multipolar

especially in weak economies.

separation  produces a
environment where world governance is
becoming a subject of contention, and
organizations like the United Nations, the
World Bank, the World Health

Organization have been transformed to

and

arenas of influence rather than trying to
collaborate. Despite the growing tensions,
both the United States and the Chinese are
extremely interdependent. Their economies
are linked together with trade, investment
and supply chains. Full decoupling would
promote malaise to both of them and
destabilise the global economy. Such
dependence  makes the competitive
environment unique, being imprinted into
the processes of globalisation instead of
isolation and ideological division in the U.S.
Soviet Cold War. The two states are
mutually dependent and compete with each
other and it forms a paradox of competition
and collaboration. The twenty-first-century
world is bound to be characterized by the
new Cold War between the United States
and China. Depending on the result, not
only the leader of the global system but also
the predominant values, authoritarianism
controlled by a state or democratic
liberalism, will prevail in the world. In the
case of smaller states, especially Global
South, this rivalry has to be negotiated with
due caution in the course of balancing
economic relations with China and of
security with the United States. The world
community must struggle with the problem

of avoiding the situation when such

competition leads to open conflict, as well
as finding an alternative to maintaining
stability in the conditions of division.

Conclusion:The U.S.-China rivalry is a
contest of power, but more importantly, it is
a Dbattle the of the
international system. It is also up to the way

concerning soul
both powers handle their ambitions and
duties that the global arena would either
lean towards cooperation or confrontation.
In case diplomacy has given way to
aggression, the world can experience a new
spiral of polarization and confusion. On the
other hand, this competition may also lead
to innovation, balance and a new redefined
world order that is sensitive to the realities
of a multipolar world, when handled
wisely.

The writer is a final-year BS Political Science
student at the University of Sargodha, holds a
Master’s degree in Pakistan Studies, and is a
regular opinion writer for an English newspaper
in Islamabad, with a strong interest in national
and international politics.
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BY FERDOUS

PSYCHOLOGICAL PERCEPTION OF EFFECTIVE TEACHING
METHODOLOGY FROM THE REAL EXPERIMENT.
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T-

two  interrelated  fields
Pedagogy and Psychology
significantly = influence practices and

learning outcomes. Pedagogy, the science of

teaching, makes extensive use of
psychological theories and principles to
improve the learning process. This paper
analyzes the relationship between pedagogy
and psychology, and the experiments of
psychological

emotional

assessments, motivation,
well-being  in  preschool
classrooms that contribute to academic
success and personal development. Here we
are talking not only about ordinary
students, but also about unusual (disabled)
students whose psychological parameters

are important.

Keywords:

H™ " ER Ol B

Pedagogy,Psychology, Motivation, Teacher,
Disable, Parameters.

Introduction
This table summarized below the
relationship  between pedagogy and
psychology:
Definition
Pedagogy:The scientific technique of

teaching children.

Psychology:The scientific study of the

human mind and its function.

Learner’s Role:Dependent on educator,
Behavioral perception of individuals and
groups.

Motivation to learn: Strategical and tactical
use in education, Improve the quality of
students’learning.
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Experience of Learner:Use psychological
theories to enhance the learning, Methods of
observation and experimentation

Readiness to Learn: Abilities to develop
creative activities of an individual, Be in the
right mood to embark on an unfamiliar
activity.

Orientation to Learning: As an external
approach to learning, contributing to the
effective

creation of an learning

environment, As an innate individual

mindset or thinking.

Teacher’s Role: An authoritative figure;
creates a positive learning environment and
supervises the learning process,
children learn, develop, and motivate

How

themselves in educational institutes

Evaluation: The main focus is how and why
education and the educational process are
carried out, Needs
educational help of a particular child to

an assessment of

thrive social norms and approaches and be
satisfied in his life.

Children of other parents:

A school or educational institution is a place
where educators have to guide, motivate,
and lead the kids of other parents. We all
know how to handle our own kids, but an
educational institution's kids or children are
not educators. This is a very crucial place
where educators have to deal very carefully.
Each parent hands over their kids for some
hours to others to believe that their children
will safely achieve something from here.

Description

During my time as a preschool teacher, I
have encountered or conducted two types

of students. Regular children and special
(disabled) children. At the beginning of my
school career, I worked as a teaching
assistant for two years, and I had been a
classroom teacher for about seven years.
Every year, I worked with a special-needs
kid. There are also special schools for
children
However, some parents do not want to send

special-need in our country.
their children there. That's why every year I
got a special kid and gained valuable
experience working as a teacher’s assistant
for the first two years. During my first year
as a teacher's assistant, I worked in Nursing.
At that time, a special child was admitted to
our class. The Nursery teacher was very
supportive. She taught me how to handle a
special kid. “You should always be very
gentle with both ordinary and special
children. If you talk gently to them and
encourage them, no matter what they do,
they will obey your commands.” The
following year, I also worked as an assistant
teacher in the KG-2 class (kindergarten-2).
And there I noticed that the classroom
teacher doesn't like special children. The
reason is that special kids do their jobs
(whatever they do) very slowly. She didn't
like it. And for this reason, sometimes she
conducted rudely with the special kid.
That's why the special child didn't follow
the class teacher's instructions. But when I
gently tried to help the special child, the kid
followed all my commands.

Experimental methods of psychological
assessment

After 2 years, I moved to another school as a
kindergarten teacher. I worked there for 7
years. I changed schools because I had
experience, and as a result, when I move to
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another school, I will receive a higher salary
than before. During the past 6 (almost 7)
years, I have worked with three types of
children: regular children, special children,
and regular children who do not want to
stay alone in the classroom. Dealing with
the last type of kid was a bit difficult, but
not more difficult. I had a new method of
dealing with the last type of children. For
the first 2 or 3 days, I allowed the kid to stay
in the classroom with their parents. After
that, I advised the parents to tell their kid
that they are going to the washroom. When
the child agreed, the parents not only left
the classroom but also the school. After a
while, when the kid noticed that their
mother or father was not coming, they
started crying. At that time, I isolated the
new kid and sent the kid outside with my
maid assistant. After an hour I brought the
new kid into the class for food. At that
moment, I sat next to the new kid and
started talking to him /her in a very gentle
manner. “Look at your friends, their parents
aren't here, and they're not crying.” To
motivate the new kid, I asked the other
students if they missed their parents. Then I
suggested the new kid make friends with
others. I also asked the other kids if they
would like to be friends with their new
friends. At that moment, all the children
started shouting that they wanted to be new
kid friends. I tried to be relaxed with them
and for that reason sometimes I shared my
Tiffin and also checked their Tiffin. The new
kid had been crying for a long time and felt
tired. The next day, I noticed that those kids
had come to my classroom alone. Every
year, I applied this theory and achieved
success without any complaints from their
parents.

Final thought

Last but not least, a teacher is a mentor and
philosopher for students around the world
after their parents. When a student goes to
study in another country, parents believe
and hope that their child will achieve good
things in their study abroad. This is an
excellent opportunity for teachers to justify

their teaching methods.
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**~ SUDAN'S STRUGGLE FOR DIGNITY: BEYOND THE

Sudan, a country once full of optimism
after its independence, is now facing one of

the most tragic humanitarian crises in the
world. Prolonged fighting between rival
forces have destroyed
millions of people from their homes.
According to the United Nations (OCHA),

more than 10 million people have been

towns,

pushed

displaced within and outside Sudan since
the conflict began in April 2023. Families
now live in continuous fear as hospitals,
schools, and markets are destroyed by
violence and poverty. So far, the world has
given minimal attention. The voices of
Sudan’s people are often lost behind the
scenes. This tragedy is not only about war, it
shows the daily fight of common people to
live with pride and respect in a land where

kindness and compassion are vanishing.
The crisis in Sudan begin on April 15, 2023,
when two powerful military leaders, one is
the Sudanese Army General Abdal Fattah
al-Burhan and the other is Rapid Support
Forces Commander Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo, known as Hemedti, started fighting
each other for control of the Country. This
conflict over authority destroyed peace and
created unrest across Sudan. As cities
turned into Conflict areas, people lost their
homes, jobs, and families. The crisis is
important because it shows how political
greed can destroy a nation and how
innocent people suffer when leaders fight
for power. It reminds the world of its duty
to help those who are victims of war and
hunger. The war in Sudan has created
countless refugees, forcing families to cross
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borders in search of safety. Shelters in
neighboring  states can no longer hold
refugees, and many people live without
proper food or shelter. Hunger has become
a part of everyday life in Sudan, as markets
are destroyed and food prices keep rising.
According to the World Food Program
(WEFP), around 25 million Sudanese - more
than half of the country’s population face
severe hunger and food insecurity. The
Country’s economy has collapsed, human
rights violations have increased, civilians
are attacked, women and Children suffer
the most, and medical centers are being
destroyed. The situation in Sudan reveals
how a struggle for power can transform into
a humanitarian disaster affecting every
corner of society. The situation in Sudan is
not unique. Similar crises have already
unfolded in other parts of the world, such
as Syria and Yemen, where civil wars have
caused massive devastation and human
suffering. The ongoing war in Sudan
displays several common traits with the
conflict that destroyed Syria and Yemen. All
three countries have faced long periods of
internal conflict, political instability, and
deep humanitarian crises. Power struggles
between rival groups have weakened their
governments and  sabotaged  public
institutions, leaving ordinary people to
survive in fear and poverty. Like the Syrian
conflict, Sudan’s crisis started with political
conflict that converted into violent clashes.
Both nations experienced severe damage,
loss of life and large-scale forced migration.
Cities

Khartoum in Sudan were turned into war

such as Aleppo in Syria and
zones, forcing millions to leave their homes.
International bodies have continuously

appealed for peace, yet their efforts have

been unable to prevent the violence.

the World  Health
latest report, 70% of
hospitals in conflict zones are out of service,

According  to
Organization’s

and many health workers have been killed
or injured while on duty. The war in Yemen
also reflects a similar image. Continuous
conflict among government and Houthi
rebels, along with external involvement,
pushed Yemen into critical food shortage
and poverty. Sudan is now facing the same
pattern, where civilians especially women
and children suffer the most from hunger
crises, diseases and insecurity. Collectively,
these crises show how internal power
struggle and weak global response lead to
prolonged instability and human pain. The
Sudan conflict has also disturbed the
surrounding African countries. Thousands
of refugees have fled toward nearby
countries like Chad, Egypt, and South
Sudan creating a heavy burden on nearby
nations. The continuous conflict threatens
trade routes, food supply, and regional
stability. Analysts warn that if Sudan
remains unstable, it may spread into other
weak African states transforming a national
conflict into regional threat. According to
UNHCR, over 1.8 million refugees have
crossed into nearby regions. According to
me, after the ongoing humanitarian disaster
in Palestine, Sudan's internal conflict shows
that the world is slowly becoming blind to
civilian suffering. In both regions, civilians
are victims of killing and forced migration.
So far, the international community stays
passive and politically divided. It feels as if
the worth of human life seems forgotten
and appear
powerless to act. If this global indifference
continues then the acceptance of genocide

international institutions
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as normal might it become horrible reality
of our time.

In conclusion, Sudan’s ongoing human
disaster stands as a harsh reminder of how
political power struggle can destroy nations
and human lives. Thousands of innocent
people continue to face starvation,
migration, and armed conflict. While the
world watches with limited action. The
global community’s delayed reaction shows
the weakness of global institutions in
preventing human suffering. Sudan’s
situation, much like Syria and Yemen,
exposes the world failure to protect civilians
and ensure peace. Yet, amid all the
destruction, there remains a faint chance for
rebuilding and stability, if global powers
take real responsibility and act together.
Humanity cannot afford to stay silent while
millions suffer. The crisis in Sudan must not
become another forgotten tragedy. It should
serve as an appeal for empathy,
cooperation, and justice.

The writer is a student at the Federal Urdu
University of Arts, Science & Technology
(FUUAST), Islamabad, Department  of
International Relations.

Reach her at: abbasirabiaabbasi43@gmail.com.
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IS THE US PLAYING ECONOMIC WARFARE WITH RUSSIA

IN UKRAINE?

In addition to changing Eastern
Europe's geopolitical environment, the

Ukraine crisis has created a new front in
the world economy. Following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine in 2022, the United
States spearheaded an unprecedented
campaign of financial isolation, trade
restrictions, and sanctions on Moscow.
Economic policy has become a
geopolitical weapon as a result of these
actions, which are intended to
significantly impair Russia's capacity to
pay and maintain its war. Energy and
trade Russia's energy sector has made
exporting coal, gas, and oil a top focus.
These moves, which aim to seriously
hinder Russia's ability to finance and

sustain its war, have turned economic

policy into a geopolitical weapon.
Energy and commerce exporting coal,
gas, and oil has become a major priority
for Russia's energy

example, the US hopes to alter the

industry. For

dynamics of the global supply chain by
severing ties with Russian energy or
inputs. Secondary sanctions are used in
modern diplomacy to apply economic
pressure outside of Russia by punishing
other countries or businesses that
conduct business with Russia. By 2025,
the economic  confrontation has
escalated as Washington has imposed
restrictions on Russian energy exports,
financial networks, and technical access.
Critics call these measures "economic
warfare," which is the deliberate
employment of non- military strategies
to undermine an adversary. However,
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supporters argue that the sanctions are a
the
and defending

crucial tool for upholding

international order
Ukraine's sovereignty without using
direct force. As the conflict continues,
one pressing issue emerges: Is the
United States using its economic might
as a weapon of war against Russia, and
if so, what the

consequences of this strategy?

are worldwide

Keywords: sanctions, Russia-Ukraine War,
economic warfare, financial isolation, and
US policy

U.S. Strategy and Sanctions

The United States and its allies have
placed harsh sanctions on Russia's
banking system, energy sector, and
business ties. Since Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in 2022, the US
and its allies have imposed severe
sanctions on Russia's banking system,
commercial

energy and

relations.

industry,

"Economic Warfare: An Argument"

The US.
characteristics of a war,

strategy ~ contains  many
if warfare is
regarded to include financial, economic, and
trade means in addition to bullets and
bombs: attacking Russia's revenue streams,

especially gas and oil, which fund its armed

forces. The U.S. has threatened to apply
secondary sanctions on businesses who do
business with Russia. Collaborating with
partners to stop Russia from gaining access
edge
technologies. An indication that the use of

to global markets and cutting-
economic levers is compelling Russia to
change its military plan .Working together
with allies to prevent Russia from accessing
international markets and cutting-edge
technology. A sign that economic pressure is

being applied to convince Russia to alter its

military tactics.

Limitations and Effectiveness

However, a number of disclaimers raise
questions on how crucial this economic
conflict will be: The sanctions haven't

yet
geopolitical objectives in Ukraine or

forced Russia to change its

engage in negotiations. Analysts note
that
difficulties, the Kremlin's military goals

despite  Russia's  economic
"stretch far beyond economic logic."
Russia has not yet been compelled by
the sanctions to alter its geopolitical
goals in Ukraine or start talks. As other
banking and payment networks and
other economic partners (including
China and India) lessen the full impact
of Western sanctions, the global system

could be collapsing.

Why It's Important
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The United States' use of economic
leverage in this conflict is an illustration
of a larger trend: economics and finance
are becoming more important strategies
in today's great-power conflict. These
days, managing supply chains, energy
flows, financial connectivity, and
technological access is just as important
as managing land. The United States'
use of economic leverage in this conflict
is an illustration of a larger trend:
economics and finance are becoming
more important strategies in today's

great-power conflict.

In conclusion

In  conclusion, many of the
requirements for economic warfare are
met by the United States' economic
pressure campaign against Russia in the
Ukrainian conflict. It is still not totally
definitive, though. The outcome
depends on how Russia responds, if
coordinated military and diplomatic
pressure is combined with economic
pressure, and whether the economic
strain intensifies. The CFR's "In Brief"
report states that in October 2025, the
United States and its allies imposed
sanctions on Russia's two largest oil
companies and their subsidiaries. One
of the "In Focus" topics in the House of
Lords briefing (UK) in October 2025 is
the possibility of more US tariffs on
Russia and trade with Russia. Changing
the conversation: In March 2025, the US
changed its approach to Ukraine,
emphasizing both economic and
military tools.
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BY TALHA ALI

CHANGING WORLD ORDER: ASIA AS THE NEW GLOBAL LEADER.
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he world order fluctuates in an no longer only passive participants in world
important fashion. The United events.
States and Western Europe
controlled the transatlantic region, where Economic Power: Asia as The Engine of
power was concentrated for many years. Global Growth

Asia is currently experiencing a significant
As of today, about half of the world's

change in geopolitical and economic . . .
economic production comes from Asia.

gravity. Global markets, international . .
India's economy is expected to overtake

politics, and strategic alliances are being ) ) ] )
China's as the third largest in the world in

redefined by the emergence of ASEAN,

China, India, and other Asian nations. The the next ten years. Because of its young

population and competitive markets, the

term "Asian Century" is being used more i
ASEAN region has become a global

and more to refer to the twenty-first

century, and there is much evidence to back industrial powerhouse, drawing significant

up this assertion. The revival of Asia is not foreign investment. Several international

evaluations predict that by 2030, Asia

sudden. It is based on steady economic
would account for more than 60% of the

expansion, a robust population, growing

technical capabilities, and shifting political world's middle-class consumption. Global

trust. The international order's institutions, trade patterns are changing and regional

conventions, and regulations are being integration is being accelerated by this

. rowing consumer base. Asia's increasin
shaped by regional governments, who are & & &

ability to influence the global economic
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architecture and lessen dependence on
Western-led
initiatives like

institutions is reflected in
China's Belt and Road
Initiative and the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership.

Technological and Innovation Leadership

The modernization of technology in Asia is
China is at the
forefront of research on renewable energy,

of equal importance.

electric cars, quantum computers, and

artificial intelligence. In robots,
semiconductors, and digital infrastructure,
South Korea and Japan continue to be
leaders in innovation. With a tech-driven
economic model that continues to draw in
India has

emerged as a worldwide leader in the IT

international  corporations,
and digital services sector.

The global technical competition is moving
from the West to Asia as a result of this
innovation environment. Beijing, Tokyo,
Seoul, Bangalore, than
Washington or Brussels, are increasingly at

and rather

the center of the struggle for digital
dominance, including developments in 5G
and Al ecosystems.

Strategic and Geopolitical Influence

Asia has turned into more strategically

essential. The Indo-Pacific region is
becoming the focal point of world
geopolitics,  drawing  rivalry = from

superpowers and forming new coalitions. In
order to lessen reliance on Western security
frameworks, regional actors are claiming
more autonomy in foreign policy. A
multipolar Asia is a result of Pakistan's
ASEAN's

geostrategic significance,

diplomatic importance, China's developing
military might, and India's expanding
international alliances. The ideas of security,
deterrence, and collaboration are being
redefined by this new environment, which
is also recalibrating global power dynamics.

Demographic Advantages

Asia has a young

population, in contrast to aging Western

and productive

countries. Economic development,
innovation, and industrial expansion are all
fueled by this population advantage. Large,
youthful labor forces in nations like
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and Indonesia
can propel the world's labor markets for
decades. Asia’s capacity to maintain global
leadership is strengthened and its long-term
competitiveness is guaranteed by the

demographic dividend.

Redefining the Global Order

The modernization of Asia indicates a move
toward multipolarity, but it does not mean
the fall of the West. With Asia at the heart,
shared

replacing Western domination.

leadership across continents is
Global
governance discussions like trade, climate
change, development models, and digital
regulation are becoming more and more
influenced by Asian governments. Asian
developmental strategies that prioritize
stability, economic expansion, and state-led
modernization compete with  the
conventional Western paradigm of liberal

internationalism.

Challenges Ahead
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The rise of Asia is not without challenges.
Risks include South China Sea disputes,
regional wars, political instability in a
number of governments, and strategic
rivalry between China and India. The
region's integrity and long-term leadership
potential are also put to the test by
economic inequality, climatic risks, and
governance challenges. However, the trend
is still evident in spite of these obstacles:
Asia is becoming the primary force behind
world politics.

Conclusion

An obvious change is reflected in the
transforming global order. The development
of Asia is changing the balance of power in
the world and rethinking the direction of
technology, economics, and diplomacy.

Asian nations are establishing themselves as
key players in the twenty-first century, from
Jakarta to Tokyo and from Beijing to New
Delhi. The world will increasingly look to
Asia for leadership in global governance,
innovation, and strategic stability in
addition to economic dynamism if present
trends continue. A constellation of Asian
nations pushing the global agenda will
characterize the new global period rather
than a single hegemon.

The writer is an undergraduate student of
International Relations at the Federal Urdu
University of Arts, Science & Technology
(FUUAST), Islamabad.
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CHINA-INDOCHINA PENINSULA ECONOMIC CORRIDOR

(CICPEC)

‘ hina an the Indochina Peninsula are

connected by land and sea, with
close cultural, and
The
Peninsula is an important link on the Belt
and Road. The China-Indochina Peninsula
Economic Corridor (CICPEC) extends from

China's Pearl River Delta westward along

geographical,

people-to-people  ties. Indochina

the Nanchong-Guang'an Expressway and
the High-speed
Railway via Nanning and Pingxiang to

Nanning-Guangzhou

Hanoi and Singapore. This land bridge links
China with the Indochina Peninsula and
crosses the heart of Vietham, Laos,
Cambodia, Thailand,
Malaysia. It is expected to boost China's

Myanmar and
cooperation with the ASEAN countries. The
CICPEC project aims to better connect cities
in this region with a network of railways
and highways to facilitate the flow of
people, goods, capital and information. It
will open up new opportunities for strategic

cooperation, and create a regional economy
boosted by complementary strengths to
ensure sound regional development. By
creating new regional growth drivers, it will
help to achieve common prosperity on the
peninsula, and strengthen the China-
ASEAN community of a shared futuer. The
Indochina Peninsula, located between
China and the South Asia subcontinent, and
between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific
Ocean, with unique location advantages
and  geographical  advantages, has
historically been the pivot of the Maritime
Silk  Road.  The
International Waterway the
traffic and gas
networks under construction link the Land
and Sea Silk Road closely together. The
China-Malaysia Qinzhou Industrial Park
the
Industrial Park have become the model of

Lancang-Mekong
and

cross-border and oil

and Malaysia-China ~ Guandan
cooperation between China and Malaysia.
The Cambodia

Economic Zone has become a model of the

Sihanoukville  Special
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win-win cooperation between China and
Cambodia.

Crucial Position of ASEAN in both the
Land and Sea Routes:

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
announcement of the creation of the 21st
Century Maritime Silk Road during a
speech to the Indonesian parliament in
October 2013 is seen as an indication of the
important role that ASEAN plays in China’s
BRI. ASEAN countries have long been the
key trading partners of China. Since the
launch of the China-ASEAN Free Trade
(CAFTA) in 2010,

institutional co-ordination and increasingly

Area improved
cultured intra-regional supply chains have
driven. The bilateral trade has grown
significantly between ASEAN and China at
an average annual rate of 18% between 2009
and 2014. To deepen
co-operation, China and ASEAN began
negotiating an upgrade of the existing
CAFTA pact in 2014, with a focus on
strengthening investment, trade in goods

multilateral

and services, and economic and technology
co-operation. Mainland Southeast Asia, or
the Indochina peninsula, is connected to
China by land. The transnational transport
network of the Greater Mekong Sub-region
(GMS), of which Guangxi and Yunnan
provinces are members, in combination
with the proposed maritime Silk Road that
will link major sea ports along the coasts of
Cambodia, Thailand and
will China-ASEAN
trade and industrial co-operation. It will

Vietnam,

Myanmar, intensify
also extend the economic benefits further
afield to South Asia and Western Asia when

the
networks are in place.

new multimodal transportation

the
Economic

Network in
Peninsula

Transportation
China-Indochina
Corridor:

In building the China-Indochina Peninsula
Economic Corridor, China will rely on the
economic co-operation mechanisms of the
Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS). These
were: (1) to jointly plan and build an
extensive transportation network, as well as
a number of industrial co-operation
projects; (2) to create a new mode of
co-operation for fundraising; and (3) to
promote sustainable and coordinated
socio-economic development. Currently, the
countries along the Greater Mekong River
are engaged in building nine cross national
highways, connecting east and west, and

linking north to south.
Land Transportation:

The nine highways linking the GMS
intersect with the ’‘East-West Economic

‘North-South
and

Corridor’, Economic

Corridor’ ‘Southern  Economic
Corridor’, and form the backbone of the
GMS transportation infrastructure. These
three major

integrate infrastructure development with

economic corridors will

trade, investment and other economic
opportunities of the GMS countries. The
North-South Economic Corridor has been
taking shape with the opening of the whole
Kunming-Bangkok Highway in 2013, while
China has also completed construction of an
expressway in Guangxi leading to the
Friendship Gate and Dongxing Port at the
China-Vietnam border. The highway from
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Kunming to its borders with Myanmar and
Vietnam has also been upgraded. Building
upon existing infrastructure, China and
Thailand
cross-border rail networks. Construction is
scheduled to begin in October 2015 on a
new dual-track railway that will connect

are working to improve

Laem Chabang (Thailand’s largest port)
with Nong Khai, an industrial border area
near to the Laotian capital of Vientiane, and
to run further to Kunming. A high-speed
rail link between Kunming and Kolkata in
India, crossing Myanmar and Bangladesh.
The  Chinaled Asia  Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB), with its focus
primarily on infrastructure projects in Asia,
is expected to play a constructive role in
bridging the huge investment gap in
funding ASEAN’s major
infrastructure projects, such as the ASEAN

cross-border

Highway Network and Singapore-Kunming
Rail Link.
Sea Transportation:

Maritime co-operation is essential to
building the 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road. Currently, Vietham and Thailand
have the most developed seaport facilities
among the GMS countries. China and the
maritime ASEAN countries are actively
investing in their maritime infrastructure.
The Philippines is promoting its Strong
Republic Nautical Highway to enhance
inter-island connectivity, while Indonesia
Axis policy
doctrine in 2014. Besides, China has carried

announced its Maritime
out a variety of ocean-related co-operations
with Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, India
and Sri Lanka, including a China-Malaysia
joint port project in Malacca.[iii]

Benefits of CICPEC:
Improved Regional Connectivity:

The corridor strengthens road, rail, and port
connectivity between China and ASEAN
countries. For example; The China-Laos
Railway, a 1,035 km line from Kunming
(China) to Vientiane (Laos), opened in 2021.
It reduced travel time from 2 days by road
to only 10 hours by train. Laos, once
landlocked, now calls itself “land-linked,”
boosting exports of potassium, agricultural
products, and tourism. The Bangkok-Nong
Khai high-speed railway (Thailand) is
under construction to connect with the
China-Laos line — creating a continuous
rail link from China to Thailand.

Economic Growth and Trade Expansion:

It boosts trade and industrial development
by making transport cheaper and faster. For
example; Vietnam has become China’s
largest trading partner in ASEAN due to
(e.g.,
Thailand’s
Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) benefits

improved cross-border highways

Hanoi-Nanning expressway).

from Chinese investment in rail logistics
and manufacturing zones. Cross-border
trade zones between Guangxi (China) and

Vietnam have created thousands of jobs.

Industrial and Infrastructure

Development:

It promotes construction of industrial parks,
special economic zones (SEZs), and energy
projects. For example; Sihanoukville Special
(Cambodia): a
China-backed project hosting over 150
~30,000

Economic Zone

companies employing locals.
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Kyaukpyu Deep Sea Port (Myanmar):
connects to China’s Yunnan province via oil
and gas pipelines, giving China access to
the Indian Ocean and reducing dependence
Strait of
Laos-Thailand-Malaysia-Singapore Power

on the Malacca.

Integration Project which is a part of

CICPEC's energy cooperation plan,
enabling power trade.
Geopolitical and Strategic Value: It

strengthens China-ASEAN relations and
provides alternative trade routes. For
example; this corridor provides China a
“Malacca  Strait alternative” — by
transporting goods through Myanmar or
Laos to Southeast Asia instead of relying
only on sea routes. For Southeast Asian
countries, partnering with China brings
investment and greater bargaining power in
ASEAN.

Challenges of CICPEC:

Unequal Economic Benefits: The wealthier
countries (like Thailand or Vietnam) gain
more, while poorer ones (like Laos or

Cambodia) risk debt
example; Laos’s debt-to-GDP ratio rose

dependency. For

sharply after borrowing billions from China
for the railway. Critics fear a “debt trap,”
though Laos defends it as a long-term
investment.

Environmental and Social Impacts:
Construction projects cause deforestation,
displacement, and ecosystem damage. For
example; In Laos, rail construction led to
replacement of thousands of villagers and
loss routes.

forest along  mountain

Myanmar’s Kyaukpyu Port has raised

concerns about pollution and loss of fishing
livelihoods.

Governance and Corruption Risks: Weak
institutions and lack of transparency in
lead to
mismanagement.

contracts corruption  and

For example; In
Cambodia, reports of land disputes and
Chinese-funded
SEZs sparked protests. Some Thai civil

society groups demanded transparency on

forced exclusions near

loan terms for high-speed rail projects.

Security and Political Risks: Political
instability or ethnic conflicts can disrupt
projects. For example; Myanmar’s civil
conflict has delayed parts of the corridor
and raised safety concerns for investors.
Anti-Chinese sentiment in some countries
(like protests in Thailand and Myanmar)
can threaten future cooperation.

Recent Developments of CICPEC:

Operational Projects: China-Laos Railway
(operational since 2021) which was a key
success story; over 20 million passengers
and 25 million tons of freight by
2024.China-Vietnam and China-Thailand
road upgrades completed in Guangxi and
Digital
underway to support e-commerce and

Yunnan. connectivity  projects

customs modernization.

Institutional Cooperation: ASEAN-China
Free Trade Area (ACFTA) supports CICPEC
trade facilitation. Greater Mekong Sub
region (GMS) Cooperation aligns CICPEC
with  regional priorities like green
infrastructure and digital trade. Use of AIIB
(Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank) and
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Silk Road Fund for financing sustainable
projects.

Shift toward “Green and Smart”

Corridors:

China and ASEAN are promoting green
logistics, smart customs, and eco-friendly
infrastructure to address earlier criticisms of
pollution and social impact. For example;
“Smart Border” system pilot between
Guangxi (China) and Vietnam’s Lang Son
Province to speed up customs while cutting
emissions from lazy trucks.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, The China-Indochina
Peninsula Economic Corridor (CICPEC)
stands as a cornerstone of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative, aiming to transform
mainland Southeast Asia into a hub of
connectivity, trade, and shared growth. Its
progress —seen through major projects like
the China-Laos Railway and Sihanoukville
SEZ —reflects the promise of economic
cooperation and regional integration. Yet,
challenges such as debt concerns, uneven
development, and environmental risks
remind us that sustainable growth requires
transparency, inclusivity, and mutual
benefit for all participating nations.

“The Belt and Road is not merely a path of
steel and concrete, but a road of hearts and
minds  connecting  nations  through
cooperation and understanding.” (Xi

Jinping)
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TECHNOLOGY

BY VOLKOVA ARINA ARTUROVNA

FROM

EXPERIMENTATION

TO INTEGRATION: KEY

TECHNOLOGICAL TRENDS 2024-2025

I he article examines the key

technological trends of 2024-2025,
which are moving from the experimental
stage to the practical application phase. The
main focus is on the pragmatic integration
of artificial intelligence, the development of
peripheral computing, the transition of
quantum technologies to the pilot stage, as
well as the increasing role of technology for
sustainable development. It analyzes not
the isolated impact of each trend, but their
synergy, which is becoming the main driver
of the transformation of business and
society. The article will be useful for
managers, IT specialists and anyone who
seeks to understand the strategic vectors of
technological development.

Key Words: Artificial intelligence (Al),
quantum computing, technological trends,

digital transformation, sustainable

development, hybrid systems.
Introduction

The technological scene is going through an
important turning point. The period of hype
around certain "revolutionary" technologies
is gradually being replaced by an era of
their pragmatic integration. If yesterday
companies competed in who would be the
first to announce the use of the blockchain
or the metaverse, today the focus has
shifted to extracting specific, measurable
value. The technological trends of 2024-2025
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are characterized not by the emergence of
completely new concepts, but by the
deepening, maturation and, most
importantly, the mutual penetration of
already known areas. Artificial intelligence
is no longer just a tool, becoming a
fundamental layer woven into the fabric of

all other innovations.
Al is becoming ubiquitous and invisible

Artificial intelligence is moving into the
"democratization" and
This is
creating a general artificial intelligence, but
about introducing highly specialized

stage of

"contextualization". not about

intellectual functions into everyday tools
and processes.

Vertical Al: Universal language models are
being replaced by industry—specific
solutions based on specific data - legal,
medical, and engineering. They give not just
an answer, but a professionally verified
recommendation.

Edge AI: Al algorithms process data directly
on devices such as cameras, sensors, and
phones. This provides an instant response
(for unmanned systems), saves Internet
traffic and protects privacy, as raw data
does not leave the device.

Intelligent automation: AI becomes the
"brain" for robotic processes (RPA), allowing
automation not based on a template, but
with
decision-making,

context analysis, simple

and  processing  of

unstructured documents.

Computing is moving to the edge of the
network (Edge Computing)

The growth of the Internet of Things and
the demands for instant response make
cloud computing not always optimal. Edge
Computing is a paradigm in which data is
processed as close as possible to the place
where it originated, rather than being sent
to a remote data center. This trend is closely
related to Al, forming a powerful symbiosis
of Al-powered Edge. For example, a smart
camera in production does not just
broadcast video to the cloud, but itself,
using the built-in Al model, immediately
analyzes the video stream, identifying
product defects or safety violations, and
sends ready-made signals. This reduces
latency, network load, and increases system
reliability.

Quantum technologies: pilots and training

Quantum computing is leaving the pages of
scientific journals and is beginning to bring
practical benefits in a hybrid mode. The key
to this is

algorithms. A complex task is broken down:

hybrid quantum classical
part of it, where the quantum approach has
an advantage (for example, optimization or
modeling of molecules), is solved on a
quantum processor, and the rest on classical
supercomputers. This makes it possible to
solve current problems in chemistry,
pharmaceuticals and logistics today. At the
same time, realizing the existential threat of
future quantum computers to modern
cryptography, the

preparing. Intensive

initial implementation of post—quantum

world is actively

development and
cryptography (PQC), algorithms that are
resistant to hacking by both conventional
and quantum computers, is underway. This
preventive work is critically important for
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protecting data with a long life span, such
as government secrets, medical archives, or
financial transactions.

Technologies for sustainable development
(Climate Tech)

Sustainability has ceased to be just a fashion
trend or an element of corporate social
responsibility. Today, this is a strategic
that is
powerful driver of innovation. Green IT

imperative itself becoming a
(Green Computing) is developing in this
area, where artificial intelligence optimizes
the energy consumption of data centers, and
the architecture of ARM processors, which
is more efficient than traditional x86, makes
computing less energy-intensive. Virtual
digital twins for ESG help simulate the
carbon footprint of factories and cities,
testing energy-saving scenarios without
real processes. And
technologies of the cyclical economy, such

interfering with

as IoT sensors for tracking the condition of
and blockchain to
transparency of their origin, make recycling

materials ensure

not only ethical, but also economically
beneficial.

Hybrid reality and digital doppelgangers

the
are

Metaverses  in mass  consumer
the
background, giving way to pragmatic

industrial corporate

understanding receding into

and solutions.
Augmented reality (AR) for business is
coming to the fore, where instructions and
diagrams in the form of holographic

prompts are superimposed on real
equipment through AR glasses, speeding up
training, repair and assembly. The second

pillar of this trend is "live" digital Twins.

These are no longer static 3D models, but
dynamic systems that receive data from IoT
sensors in real time and simulate the
behavior of their physical "twin". At such a
virtual testing ground, it is possible to
safely, quickly and cheaply test new
operating modes, predict breakdowns and
optimize, which turns the digital twin into
an indispensable tool for managing complex

assets and processes.
Conclusion

The main conclusion when analyzing
technological the
impossibility of their isolated consideration.

current trends s
The future is not created by Al, Edge
Computing, or quantum computing
individually, but at their junction. A digital
twin powered by data from peripheral
sensors, analyzed by Al algorithms and
optimized using quantum algorithms to
achieve sustainable development goals is a
portrait of a breakthrough solution in the
coming years. Therefore, the strategic task
for companies and specialists is to think
flexible
architectures capable of integrating these

ecosystem —wise, building

mutually reinforcing technologies.
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BY DR. RIDA AKBAR

NORHEEN AMINA

TECH TRENDS

IN PAKISTAN AND THE

WORLD:

EMPOWERING THE YOUTH FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE
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_...__:__—gﬂ_

A

THE ND5S

W e are currently living at a time

when the globe is witnessing
some sort of disruption. Call it a revolution
if you like. And this revolution, unlike the
famous revolutions we read about in the
rich books of history, revolutions that
involved bloodshed, overthrow of regimes,
and the like, this, my friend, is nothing of
the sort. It is a technological revolution. A
revolution that is working hard, day by day,
for the good and betterment of humanity. It
is a revolution that is busy transforming
every aspect of our lives. From the health
sector to the transport sector and then to the
education department, no stone will be left

the
technology. In a world where the only

unturned by current wheels of
constant is change, surely we must brave
ourselves for more and more uncomfortable
but inevitable and crucial changes. Call
them disruptions. Wanted and extremely
necessary disruptions. And Pakistan has,
fortunately to say, been part of this wheel of
change. With a relatively big population,
64% of which are below 30 years, if we are
to go by the recent World Bank Report,
surely Pakistan can well be defined as one
of the most fertile grounds in the world for
a revolution of this caliber to flourish. Why?
Because the young population is always
open-minded, flexible, and highly adaptive
to recent trends and changes, as compared
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to the already conservative senior citizens. It
is, therefore, the burden of this article to
explore tech trends happening in the world
at large, and Pakistan in particular, and also
analyze how they are, or can be leveraged to
stir positive social, economic, political, and
academic benefits to our nation- Pakistan.
We shall also try to highlight a few notable
individual personalities pioneering these
trends.

“Innovation distinguishes between a leader
and a follower.”-Steve Jobs

Without further ado, let us delve deep into
the topic at hand. Here we go: Because we
want to paint a better picture about the
Pakistan tech trends and how they can be
leveraged to empower our youths for a
better future, it would, in my strongest
opinion, be a wiser thing to start by
analyzing the current trends in the global
world. The following are the global tech
trends worthy of note; First and foremost is
Artificial Intelligence (AI). Many industries
in the
technological revolution at a rate such as

world are experiencing a
has never been seen before. Industries like
finance, education, and healthcare are
witnessing a massive unbelievable Al
revolutionization. Based upon the reliable
reports by MarketsandMarkets, the world
AI market was projected to rise from $21.46
billion in 2018 to $190.61 billion by 2025-this
very year. Well, any sum involving such
massive amounts can’t just be ignored.
Second in line is the Internet of Things (IoT).

With this in use, devices, vehicles, and even

buildings are getting connected, enabling
them to collect and exchange data. By 2027,
according to a report by Grand View
Research, the world IoT market is expected
to reach $1.4 trillion. After the Internet of
Things, now we may include blockchain as
the third on the agenda. With blockchain
technology, organizations, companies-small
or big, and even private individuals, can
now conduct transactions with maximum
security, transparency, and efficiency. In
2020, MarketsandMarkets’ report
anticipated growth of the global blockchain
market from $3.0 billion in 2020 to $23.3
billion by 2023. Last but not least is
E-learning. People all over the world are
maximizing online learning platforms as a
reliable but cheap way to access quality
education. ResearchAndMarkets recently
reported that the global e-learning market
was expected to reach $325 billion by the
end of this year 2025. Already equipped
with the
experiencing trends in the technological

views on how globe s
sector, we are now safe to shift the attention
to Pakistan and see which trends are at play,
and ascertain whether they can relate, or
add up with the world as a whole. Digital
Payments: We are witnessing a surge in
digital payments. Commendable growth in
digital and mobile banking even in the
remotest areas of Pakistan, is testament
enough to convince even the staunchest
doubters that digital and mobile banking
has come to stay. By the way, in 2020 alone,
the State Bank of Pakistan reported a 45%
increase in digital transactions. Even a blind
man can sense this: in digital banking, we
have gold. Opportunities here are immense.
Fintech is also another tech trend here.
Startups like Jazzcash and Easypaisa are
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the DPakistan financial

services. They are making Pakistan's fintech

revolutionizing

industry to emerge as a very crucial player
to economic stability. One would be living
under a rock not to realize that. Moreover,
we also have e-commerce, the e-commerce
market in Pakistan is so rapid and massive.
Analysts are projecting it to reach $10 billion
by the end of this year. Such an amount is
evidence enough to guide our policy
makers on where exactly our priorities
should be. With 4 million youths entering
the working- age population every year,
and not more than a million jobs getting
created, why leverage this
potential? Of e-marketing so as to bail our

can't we
youths from the beast of unemployment
which, for sure, can be controlled, if not
The  fourth
significant development is cybersecurity.

completely  eliminated.
The increased use of technology comes with
a myriad of concerns. Chief among them is
the issue of cybersecurity. However, this
threat came along with it a seed of an
benefit.
Pakistan have sprouted out in a bid to

equivalent Many startups in
provide lasting and reliable solutions to
cybercrimes. Companies like CyberNet and
Systems Limited are providing creative and
solutions

innovative to the challenge,

creating jobs for many would-be-idle
tech-savvy Pakistan youths. Pakistan’s IT
exports have grown, according to a recent
interesting report by the Pakistan Software
Houses Association, by 25% in the last year,
reaching $2 billion. This, although not too
much, is reason enough to believe there,
indeed, is more gold in technology if we are
serious and determined enough to treat it as
a priority. Our aggressive neighbors from

the east are doing better in this regard. I

think we should emulate them for more
promising results that can even surpass this,
which, for sure, isn’t also not bad. But good
is the enemy of great. That we all agree and
believe. So we should not just sit on our
laurels and relax. $2 billion dollars from IT
exports is good. And, it is still my sincerest
conviction that we can achieve more. Why
not quadruple that instead? Why not? It
was like sweet music to me when I heard
from the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
survey that most Pakistan youths, with a
percentage as high as 71%, strongly believe
that technology can their
socio-economic highly
resonated with fellow youths” beliefs, for I

improve
conditions. I

know, as you also know, that tech trends,
when fully embraced, can bring about
positive social changes and impactful
transformations. Perhaps it is high time our
government capitalizes on this to, first of all,
promote digital inclusion, creating a safe
environment for poverty alleviation and
improving healthcare. Additionally, tech
trends can be used as a means of boosting
our economy. By creating new employment
opportunities, maximizing productivity,
and encouraging an entrepreneurial spirit
this
technological revolution can help transform

among our young generation,
our economy from basing majorly on

agriculture, which, honestly speaking,
hasn’t served us better, to a service economy
capable of making bounty contributions to
the unemployment problem faced by our
there

now

lies a
the
transformation of our academic system than
ever before. By providing access to quality

youths today. Moreover,

potential  opportunity for

learning promoting  online

learning, and developing digital skills,

resources,
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technology can revolutionize education in
Pakistan. Personally, I know of two icons in
this country trying their best to promote
technology  education and  enhance
innovation. The rest of us should follow suit
for the good of our country Pakistan. The
question is: What are you contributing in
regard to this noble cause? If nothing, don’t
you, then, think you are the first problem
and traitor to our lovely land and
motherland-Pakistan? Lastly we can use
technology as a tool for political
transformation. By promoting transparency,
accountability, and good governance,
technological advancements can create a
conducive environment that can not only
enable but also empower citizens to
participate in the democratic process of
their country and also access information.
To summarize, allow me quote Laurence
Scott: "Technology is the campfire around
which we tell our stories.” Technology and
the numerous tech trends we are witnessing
every passing day has the potential to bring
real positive transformations in Pakistan,
particularly for the youth. By embracing
these trends, Pakistan can promote digital
inclusion, economic growth, and good
governance. May you and I also follow suit.

Pakistan Zindabad.

The writers are Dr. Rida Akbar, Assistant
The
University of Lahore, Pakistan, and Norheen
Amina, the Department of
University of Lahore,

Professor at Lahore Business School,

Lecturer in
Technology at The
Pakistan.
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BY FARWA KHAN

FORGING PAKISTAN'S AI FUTURE: A STRATEGIC

BLUEPRINT FOR GOVERNANCE (2025- 35)

artificial

I he intelligence  (AI)
revolution, which is no longer just a

theoretical concept, is the primary
geopolitical and economic change of our
century. The key question for Pakistan,
which is at a turning point in its digital
transformation, is not whether AI will
alter society, but rather how. The next

ten years will determine whether
Pakistan develops its own intelligent
future or becomes a passive consumer of
foreign technologies. The solution lies in
developing a strong, workable, and
domestic  framework for  digital
regulation and AI governance. This
needs to be a two-pronged approach,
where the country takes lessons from
world leaders, applying them to the
particular resources and difficulties of
Pakistan. One thing is clear: this is not a
one-size-fits-all approach but rather one
in which Pakistan needs to create a

Sovereign AI" model that serves its
interests as a nation.

Learning from the Global Playbook

The world provides a variety of regulatory
ideas, each offering valuable insights. The
European Union stands as the Ethical
of high-risk
applications, such as biometric surveillance,

Guardian. In the case

for example, the EU's Al Act sets an
example by applying close regulation.
Pakistan's journey forward depends on one
crucial thing: earning and keeping the trust
of its people. Above all, the future of
Pakistan is about people. In a
world, the
important thing we can build with one

screens-and-codes most
another is trust. It's about electing to be just,
having the courage to take responsibility
and being open and honest in our work.
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These are not simply rules, this is how we
show respect. This is how we, all of us
together, build a Pakistan where no one is
left behind, and every person has a sense
that they have the power to mold the future
we are shaping.

China: The Strategist Under State
Control. China makes significant
investments in research and

development to obtain an advantage
because it sees Al as an essential
component of national power. Pakistan
can adopt a similar strategic focus, even
though it cannot match China's financial
capabilities. This means that in order to
create a clear vision and give Al top
priority in national planning, the
government must take the lead. The
Agile Adopters are Singapore and the
United Arab Emirates. In creating
regulatory sandboxes, safe spaces where
innovators can test new ideas without
being constrained by early regulations,
these countries have been successful.
This is a very important strategy to be
taken up by Pakistan if it wants to create
a healthy startup ecosystem, attract
investment, and have flexibility for such
a rapidly changing field.

The Pakistani Reality: Constraints and
Opportunities

An effective policy must be based on a
realistic view of the national situation.
Pakistan's advantages provide a solid basis
for development. Its youthful population, a
generation of prospective digital natives,
developers, and Al ethicists is its biggest
The
provided by a developing IT industry and

asset. necessary infrastructure is

rising mobile phone usage. Focused

applications in areas such as public health,
agriculture, visible results and textiles could
also create an early buzz and mounting
public and political support for a more
expansive Al agenda.

A Step by Step Plan for Pakistan
(2025-2035) Integrating global lessons with
local realities, Pakistan's Al journey should
develop in three key phases.

Phase 1:
(2025-2027).

Laying the Foundation

To inspire a harmonious approach,
establish a National AI Council
composed of academia, business, civil
society and government. Adopt a
complete Data Protection Act in order to
provide the legal framework and
assurance needed for a data-driven
economy. Start pilot Al projects in
chosen areas. This includes developing
Al models for predicting crop yields and
using diagnostic tools in district
hospitals to test ideas and build skills.

Phase 2:
(2028-2031)

Scaling and Integration

To stop brain drain and local talent ,
implement a national Al curriculum
from secondary schools to universities.
Establish regulatory sandboxes in
important IT parks in Islamabad,
Lahore, and Karachi to draw investment
and foster innovation in a safe
environment. Adopt a phased approach
in introducing Al across various
e-governance applications for ensuring
better and cleaner service delivery,
simplifying user interfaces and citizen
-state interface.
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Phase 3:  Sustainable  Leadership
(2032-2035)

Highlight Pakistan’s unique strengths as a
regional hub for Al such as Islamic FinTech
and Agri-Tech. Establish a Center of
Excellence for Al Ethics with a focus on
Global South concerns. The difficulty of the
task at hand is greatly outweighed by the
expense of doing nothing. By attentively
studying the world while respecting its
local surroundings, Pakistan may embrace
the algorithmic age with confidence. The
goal is very clear: by 2035, Al will be used
domestically, to create a more prosperous,
independent Pakistan and not as an external
force. Now is the moment to shape our
future.

The writer is a Social Sciences graduate from
Quaid-i-Azam University and a BS Economics
student at AIOU, with research experience and
an interest in policy studies.
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TECH TRENDS.

T he article examines the key

technological  trends  that
determine the development of the
digital and industrial environment in
the 21st century. The changes occurring
as a result of the introduction of artificial
intelligence, quantum systems, the
Internet of Things, cloud technologies,
bioengineering, cybersecurity solutions
and environmentally oriented
innovations are analyzed. The impact of
these processes on various fields of
activity is considered, as well as the
main challenges and prospects for
further development are formulated.

Keywords: innovation, digital
transformation, future technologies,
artificial intelligence, quantum
computing,  biotechnology,sustainable

development, cybersecurity.

Introduction:

Technological progress largely
determines the strategic guidelines for
the development of modern society. In
recent years, digitalization has spread to
almost every sector of the economy, and
new technologies have become the main
source of competitive advantages.
Today, the instruments of growth are not
so much material resources as
knowledge, algorithms, computing
capabilities, and the ability to innovate.
Technological trends are changing the
usual patterns of human interaction,
transforming  the labor  market,
complicating and simplifying
production processes at the same time.
Their influence is complex,
encompassing both global structures
and everyday life. This paper provides
an overview of the key areas shaping
the modern technosphere.

Artificial intelligence as a driver of
digital evolution:
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Artificial intelligence has moved from
the category of highly specialized
technologies to the category of universal
tools. Today, it is used in medical
diagnostics, financial risk forecasting,
logistics, marketing, production
management, and many other fields. In
recent years, new generation neural
network models capable of generating
text, images, music, and program code
have attracted special attention. Thanks
to them, new forms of automation are
emerging, as well as the very idea of
creative activity is changing. At the
same time, the widespread adoption of
Al is exacerbating discussions about
ethical standards, data correctness, the
possibility of algorithmic bias, and the
safety of using sensitive information.
Addressing these issues is becoming an

integral ~ part of  technological
development.
Quantum technologies and their

potential:

Quantum solutions, which until recently
were perceived as a theory, are
gradually moving into the phase of
practical implementation. Quantum
computers based on superposition and
entanglement promise multiple
acceleration of solving problems
inaccessible to traditional computers.
The use of quantum technologies can
radically change the approach to the
creation of pharmaceuticals, modeling
of molecular structures, optimization
problems and cryptography. Quantum
communication, which provides a
fundamentally new level of data
protection, is also gaining special
importance in the face of increasing
cyber threats. Although quantum

devices remain complex and demanding

to operating  conditions, their
development  demonstrates steady
progress and  high  investment
attractiveness.

The evolution of cloud platforms and
the growth of peripheral computing:

Large-scale data flows generated by
modern digital systems require new
processing methods. Cloud platforms
have become the basis for storing and
analyzing information due to their
flexibility, reliability, and ability to
quickly adapt to business needs. In
parallel, the concept of edge computing
is developing — computing processes
that are carried out not in a remote
center but on local devices located near
data sources. This approach minimizes
delays, increases fault tolerance, and
improves security. The combination of
cloud and peripheral technologies
creates hybrid models that allow you to
distribute workloads in an optimal way.
The Internet of Things and the
integration of physical and digital
systems: The Internet of Things unites a
huge array of devices, from household
sensors to  complex  industrial
complexes. These systems create a single
digital environment in which data is
continuously captured, analyzed, and
used to make management decisions.
Digital twins of technological facilities
allow you to simulate production
processes, predict malfunctions and
optimize maintenance. This increases
the efficiency of enterprises, improves
product quality and reduces operational
risks. However, mass connection of
devices requires strict approaches to
infrastructure protection: each new
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device becomes a potential entry point
for intruders.

Breakthroughs in biotechnology and
the transformation of medicine:

The medical industry is undergoing
profound changes due to advances in

genetics, bioinformatics, and
bioengineering. = Genome  analysis
technologies allow the creation of

personalized therapeutic programs, and
machine learning algorithms help
diagnose diseases with high accuracy.
The development of bioprinting opens
up the possibility of growing tissues and
organs, which in the future may solve
the problem of donor resources. In
addition, gene editing methods are
being actively improved, which can
change the approach to the treatment of
hereditary diseases. These technologies
are shaping a new medical landscape
where treatment is becoming more
individualized and effective.

Increasing attention to cybersecurity:

The growth of digital interaction is
accompanied by an increase in the
number of threats. Companies and
government agencies face cyber attacks
aimed at obtaining confidential data,
disabling systems and disrupting
infrastructure. Modern cyber defense
methods are increasingly based on the
analysis of big data and the use of Al,
which makes it possible to identify not
only known threats, but also abnormal
behaviors characteristic of new types of
attacks. In parallel, work is underway to
create post-quantum encryption
algorithms that will preserve
information security in the face of the
advent of quantum computers.

Sustainable technologies and
environmental efficiency:

The environmental agenda is becoming
an essential part of technological
development. = The  transition to
environmentally friendly industries, the
expansion of the use of renewable
energy sources and the reduction of the
carbon footprint are key goals of many
states and corporations. Innovations in
the field of energy efficiency, waste
recycling, battery systems and "green"
architecture minimize the impact on the
environment and create new standards
for responsible use of
Sustainable technologies are becoming
an essential element of strategic
planning and an important factor for
long-term economic growth.

resources.

Conclusion:

The technological trends observed in
the modern world form the basis of the
future digital economy and have an
impact on every aspect of human
activity. Artificial intelligence, quantum
solutions, the Internet of Things,
biotechnology, cloud platforms, cyber
defense methods, and environmental
innovations are key areas of
development. Their further
improvement will depend on the
balance between technological
capabilities, economic feasibility, safety
requirements and ethical standards. The
ability to properly integrate new
technologies into social and production
processes is becoming one of the
determining factors for the sustainable
development of society.
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POLITICO’S BINOCULAR

BY SYED GHULAM MUJTABA GILLANI

BEYOND THE BAL1OT, AN INSIDE GLANCE AT MAMDANI'S

IDEOLOGICAL DRIVE FOR POWER

g

s the city's first Muslim, South

A Asian, and youngest mayor of New

York City,
election is being hailed as a landmark

Zohran Mamdani's historic
triumph. However, there is a more complex
tale about ideology, ambition, and the
factors influencing contemporary urban
politics hidden behind the spectacle and
headlines. Mamdani's effort seems to be
driven by a sincere desire for social equality
The
marginalized and immigrant communities

and economic fairness. city's
find great resonance in promises of rent
freezes, inexpensive housing, and more
public services. These appear to be simple
fixes for ongoing urban problems, but they
are also calculated actions that appeal to a
group young,
progressive, and multicultural. Mamdani's

particular of voters:

e

B Y F
AT

o1 =

politics are clearly motivated by ideology.
He
politicians who aren't scared to question
established  power
self-described ~democratic

represents a new generation of

structures as a
His

advocacy on international human rights

socialist.

problems, especially his strong support for
the Palestinian cause, demonstrates a moral
compass that guides both his public image
and his actions. Critics see this ideological
clarity as a possible cause of conflict in a
city where practical compromise is
frequently the currency of politics, while
supporters find it invigorating.

the Roots of

Community Activism:

From Immigrant to

Born in Kampala, Uganda, in 1991, Zohran
Mamdani's family relocated to New York
when he was a little boy. His upbringing in
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a city characterized by severe inequality,
housing shortages, and a multicultural
immigrant community would influence his
viewpoint. Prior to going into politics,
Mamdani was a housing counselor in
Queens who
households,
foreclosure. Through this early work, he

assisted low-income

particularly  those facing
became anchored in the actual reality of

many New Yorkers, not only as
demographic labels or numbers, but as
individuals dealing with common urban
like rent, job

instability. This background is important

stressors eviction, and
because it provides his political aspirations
with a practical basis rather than merely an

abstract ideology.
From Assemblyman to Mayoral Candidate

Mamdani was chosen to represent Queens'
36th district in the New York State
Assembly in 2020. He saw an opportunity
to employ public policy and governmental
instruments to address what many see as
fundamental shortcomings in municipal
by 2024-2025,
unhappiness over housing, living expenses,

administration as
and inequality grew in the city. Few people
anticipated what would happen when he
declared his campaign for mayor in October
2024, but his entry marked a more
significant change: a political force centered
on economic justice, immigrant identity, and
progressive populism.

Identity, Representation, and a Symbolic
Segregation
Mamdani's and

campaign subsequent

triumph are significant symbolically. In

addition to becoming the first South Asian
and Muslim mayor of New York City, his
existence

sheer upends

political power structures and demographic

long-standing

presumptions. However, this victory is
more than just symbolic; for many people,
Mamdani is a symbol of hope for real
change, inclusivity, and the potential for
someone from a working-class, immigrant
background to hold the highest municipal
position and dare to change the way the city
is run. Mamdani's campaign focused on
problems including housing, public
transportation, supermarket availability,
daycare, and salaries that have a direct
impact on the daily lives of regular New
Yorkers. His platform pledged apartments
with rent stabilization are subject to a rent
time, 200,000
affordable housing units. Free municipal

freeze. Over construct
buses, expanding a test program to the
whole city. Grocery stores operated by the
supply
underprivileged areas. Universal daycare,

city to inexpensive food in

paying childcare providers more, and
helping new parents. A minimum salary of
$30 by 2030. He suggested hiking the
corporate tax rate and taxes on firms and
high earners (such as a levy on people
making more than $1 million a year) in
order to pay for these. For Mamdani and his
followers, these are moral commitments
than merely policy
recommendations. They believe that a

wealthy city like New York should ensure

rather

that all of its citizens have access to basic
necessities like food, shelter, transportation,
and childcare. The framing presents the
government as a tool for justice rather than
as a bureaucratic middleman, changing
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inequality from a "personal failure" to a
systemic wrong.

A Socially Just Lens on the Progressive
Practicum

Although Mamdani
“democratic socialist” his method focuses

identifies as a

more on practical problem-solving via a
social justice perspective than it does on
intellectual doctrine. His campaign "rested
on substance, charisma, sharp messaging,
and a mass volunteer-led canvassing
operation," according to one biography. In
reality, this blend of realism and idealism
meant appealing to renters, immigrants,
working-class families, and younger New
Yorkers who felt priced out of the city in
addition to typical left-wing supporters. He
created a wide coalition by meeting people
where they are in immigrant areas, on

subways, and in languages other than

English. This is not politics on the
periphery. This is multicultural,
multilingual  politics that has been

redesigned for a city, influenced by global
migration, inequality, and the high expense
of metropolitan life.

Identity Politics and Global Conscience,
The Basis Rather Than an Afterthought

Mamdani's political narrative heavily relies
on his identity and history as an immigrant,
and South Asian. He hasn't,
however, limited himself to identity politics.

Muslim,

Instead, he utilizes his experience to express
a more expansive vision of solidarity, for
global justice, for immigrants, and for
He has
received both praise and condemnation for

underprivileged communities.

his  widely reported
international matters, such as his vocal

positions  on
support for the Palestinian cause. However,
Mamdani believes that local justice and
global justice are interwoven. He presents
like
inexpensive housing as a component of a

problems living expenses and
larger fight for justice and dignity for
everyone, irrespective of immigrant status,
color, or religion. This blend of economic
justice, identity, and global awareness
presents a vision of politics based on
dignity, inclusivity, and moral clarity for
of his followers,
immigrants, young people,

turned off by old establishment politics.

many especially

and those

Campaigning at the Community Level,
Beyond Large Contributors

Mamdani's strategy leaned into public
enthusiasm, in contrast to typical politicians
who mostly relied on big funders and
political machinery. Volunteers canvassed
across the boroughs, many of them being
first-time political participants. He was able
to connect with younger, working-class,
immigrant voters who had long been
neglected or mistreated by mainstream
politics because of social media, notably
viral videos and bilingual messages. This
decentralized, volunteer-led, and
technologically advanced campaign
strategy represents a change in the ways
that political mobilization might function in
contemporary cities. Money is less
than

sincerity. Many saw it as a rediscovery of

important story, relatability, and

politics. Mamdani's ~ message

straightforward, emotionally impactful, and

was

straightforward. He described the city as a
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patchwork of working-class and immigrant
life, mentioning "Yemeni bodega owners
and Mexican abuelas, Senegalese taxi
drivers and Uzbek nurses" His campaign
films,  frequently = personal, casual,
sometimes hilarious depicted him not as a
polished politician but as someone who
experienced the struggle directly. He was
able to convey genuineness by using the
train, talking about rent over dinner, and
running his campaign in several languages.
By using this tactic, he was able to unite

individuals who felt ignored or devalued by

traditional politicians, such as young
people, immigrants, renters, and
working-class families. Mamdani’s

ascension didn’t happen in a vacuum.
New York  City like global
metropolises has major challenges: housing
shortages, increasing rents, cost-of-living

many

pressures, inequality, a dynamic yet
overloaded immigrant population. For
many, these challenges are existential.

Mamdani’s timing articulating a vision of
affordability and justice matched with
increasing dissatisfaction over inequality.
Meanwhile, more traditional politicians

seemed out of touch, connected to
establishment interests or lacking a clear
vision. In that context, his candidacy felt not

just convincing, but vital.

Ambition or Idealism? A Critical Analysis

It is reasonable and appealing to see

Mamdani only as an idealist, a
forward-thinking idealist who wants to
change urban life. But his political ascension
also demonstrates how ideology, ambition,
and power can mix sometimes awkwardly.
Mamdani’s plan is ambitious: rent freezes,

fare-free transit, publicly-owned food shops,

affordable
daycare, high minimum wage, etc.

housing at scale, universal
In
addition to political will, implementing all
of this will need money, administrative
capability, collaboration with federal and
state agencies, and frequently defeating
economic  interests.

deeply
New York is a metropolis with a big budget

ingrained

but also profoundly ingrained inequality, a
formidable corporate and real-estate lobby,
and governing
Delivering on lofty promises will be hard.

intricate institutions.
Some plans, according to critics, would be
impractical or dangerous from an economic
standpoint. Voters

becoming disillusioned if they don't see

run the danger of

noticeable effects right away, despite their
great hopes and the significant symbolism
of his His
representation are important, but it will be

election. identity and

difficult to turn those symbolic and personal

successes into an administration that
benefits all New Yorkers, including
immigrants, long-term residents, and

members of all socioeconomic classes. His

emphasis on immigrants and
underprivileged groups runs the risk of
provoking opposition ~ from  more
conservative or well-established groups.
Political subtlety will be necessary to strike
a balance between progressive aspirations
and pragmatic government, particularly in a
city as diverse and economically stratified

as New York.

The Constraint of Structural Opposition
and Political Establishment

Mamdani’s triumph signifies a challenge to
the old political establishment yet power
structures in cities are typically firmly

104



Politico Yista

Volume 13, October to December 2025

entrenched: bureaucratic lethargy,
real-estate lobbying, economic interests,
fiscal limits, state-level checks and balances.
To achieve dramatic change, Mamdani will
need more than public support; he will
require effective governing alliances,
skill,
concessions that might test his ideological
purity.  The

revolutionary

administrative and potentially

between
gradual

contradiction
promise  and

governance is never easy.

What Mamdani’s Victory Means Beyond
New York

Mamdani’s election is not simply a local
story. It holds deeper consequences for
diaspora politics, for urban government
worldwide, for the shifting character of
political representation, and for how we
envision power in the 2Ist century. For
immigrant communities, for people of color,
for working-class and rent-burdened
citizens, Mamdani's success is significant
proof that they can be represented. It's a
statement that your voice, identity, and
challenges are important. There are sizable
immigrant and working-class communities
in cities all over the world, including
London, Paris, Toronto, and Mumbai.
Mamdani’s victory may inspire similar
political groups or candidates” people who
depend on lived experience rather than
riches or pedigree. A change is reflected in
Mamdani's program, which views living
wages, public  transportation,  food
availability, childcare, affordable

housing as fundamental human rights

and

rather than charity or social welfare. This
reinterpretation has implications: it implies
that cities may and need to be engines of

fairness, challenging neoliberal urban
policies that view social services as costs.
This model may serve as a model for other
dealing  with
affordable
he

foreshadow a bigger paradigm change in

cities marginalized

communities, housing, and

inequality. If succeeds, it might

how urban governance is envisioned.
Mamdani's success serves as a test case for
groups
can dedicated

progressive  and
throughout the world,
democratic-socialist ~ politics

left-leaning

result in
genuine governmental power delivering
real services, meeting real needs, and
forming enduring coalitions rather than
merely protest or activism. It may provide a
model if he is successful. If he has trouble, it
may be a reflection of the challenges radical
politics face when up against established
authority and complicated urban realities.

Conclusion

Zohran = Mamdani's  journey  from
immigrant, housing counselor, and state
assemblyman to mayor elect of one of the
world's greatest cities is a remarkable tale of
what politics can be, inclusive, ambitious,
grounded, compassionate, and full of hope,
identity, and new alliances. But beneath.
The applause and historic firsts lie [SG1]
[SG2] [SG3] a difficult reality: achieving the
dramatic change he pledges will test his
ideological determination, political savvy,
and administrative competence. Real estate
interests, fiscal limits, bureaucratic lethargy
stand as impediments. Mamdani’s triumph
matters not merely for what it says about
identity and representation but for what it
about the future of urban

administration, the role of social justice in

reveals
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politics, and the promise of progressive
populism. The iron is heated. But whether
he will establish a new sort of politics or be
tamed by the weight of governing that
remains to be seen. For now, the world
watches, optimistic, but not naive.
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BIOGRAPHY

enry Alfred Kissinger (1923-2023)
was one of the most powerful,

H

influential figures in modern international

controversial, and intellectually
relations. A scholar, diplomat, strategist,
and policymaker, Kissinger shaped the
course of global politics during the Cold
War and left a deep imprint on the theory
and practice of diplomacy. His ideas about
realism, and strategic stability
continue to influence policymakers and
scholars across the world. Born in Fiirth,

power,

Germany, to a Jewish family, Kissinger
experienced the trauma of Nazi persecution
at an early age. In 1938, his family fled to
the United States, escaping the growing
threat of the Holocaust. This experience
profoundly shaped his worldview, instilling
in him a deep awareness of political
instability, the fragility of order, and the
unchecked

dangers  of ideological

extremism. After settling in the United
States, Kissinger served in the U.S. Army
during World War II, where he worked in
These
experiences exposed him to the realities of

military intelligence. early
power politics and international conflict,
laying the his
intellectual and diplomatic career. After the

foundation for later
war, Kissinger pursued higher education at
Harvard University, where he earned his
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees.
His doctoral dissertation, later published as
A World Restored, examined the diplomacy
of the Congress of Vienna and the
balance-of-power system established by
European statesmen such as Metternich and
Castlereagh. Through this work, Kissinger
developed his core belief that international
stability depends not on moral idealism, but
on pragmatic diplomacy, restraint, and a
careful balance of power. He rejected the
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idea that foreign policy should be guided
purely by ethical principles, arguing instead
that states must operate within the realities
of power, interest, and historical context.
Kissinger
academic in the 1950s and 1960s, becoming

rose to prominence as an
a leading realist thinker in the field of
His book Nuclear

and Foreign Policy challenged

international relations.
Weapons
traditional military doctrines by arguing
that nuclear war must be understood in
strategic and political terms rather than
purely military ones. He advocated for
limited war and controlled escalation,
warning that rigid nuclear strategies could
lead to
Through his scholarship, Kissinger bridged

the gap between theory and practice,

catastrophic  miscalculations.

showing how intellectual frameworks could
shape real-world policy. Kissinger entered
government in 1969 when President Richard
Nixon appointed him National Security
Advisor. Later, he also became Secretary of
State, both
simultaneously with an unprecedented

holding positions
concentration of power. During this period,
Kissinger became the chief architect of U.S.
foreign policy. He played a central role in
redefining America’s global strategy during
a time of intense Cold War rivalry. One of
Kissinger’s most significant achievements
was his role in opening diplomatic relations
between the United States and the People’s
China. Through
with  Chinese
particularly Zhou Enlai, Kissinger helped
between

Republic  of secret

negotiations leaders,

end decades of hostility
Washington and Beijing. This historic
rapprochement altered the global balance of

power by weakening the Soviet Union’s

strategic position and the

structure of the Cold War.

reshaping

Kissinger was also instrumental in
promoting détente between the United
States and the Soviet Union. He supported
arms control agreements such as the
Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT),
which sought to reduce the risk of nuclear
war and stabilize superpower relations.
Rather than pursuing total ideological
victory, Kissinger believed that peaceful
coexistence and managed competition were
essential for global security. In the Middle
East, Kissinger’s “shuttle diplomacy” after
the 1973 Arab-Israeli War helped prevent
further conflict and facilitated agreements
between Israel and several Arab states. For
these efforts, he was awarded the Nobel
in 1973. His diplomacy

demonstrated his belief that negotiation,

Peace Prize

even between bitter enemies, was preferable
these
achievements, Kissinger’s legacy remains

to endless warfare. Despite
deeply controversial. He supported U.S.
interventions and authoritarian regimes in
countries such as Chile, Cambodia, and
Vietnam, actions that resulted in significant
human suffering. Critics argue that his
realist approach prioritized strategic
interests over human rights and democratic
values. To Kissinger, however, stability and
order were more important than moral
that

revolution posed greater dangers than

purity. He believed chaos and
imperfect governments. In the academic
world, Kissinger remains a towering figure.
His writings on diplomacy, power, and
world order continue to be studied in
universities and policy institutions. He

emphasized that international politics is
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shaped by history, national interest, and
strategic calculation rather than idealistic
visions of global harmony.

Henry Kissinger’s life embodied the tension
between power and morality in
international relations. As both a scholar
and a statesman, he demonstrated how
ideas can shape the world—and how the
world, in turn, shapes ideas. Whether
admired or criticized, his influence on
global diplomacy and international
relations remains unmatched.

The writer is affiliated with the Department of
Urdu Language and Literature at the University
of the Punjab, Lahore,

Reach at her: hajiramaryam6@gmail.com
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DEPARTMENT’S GRAND EVENT

UNITED NATIONS UN 2025 DAY : ORGANIZED BY DEPARTMENT OF

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FEDERAL URDU

UNIVERSITY

ISLAMABAD

T

University of Arts, Science & Technology
(FUUAST)

he Department of International
Mass
Urdu

Relations &
Communication, Federal
Islamabad, hosted an event
under the theme:

The United Nations at 80: Achievements,

Failures, and the Struggle for Global Peace

%@@@@e@ie*-w’
©® @ .,g, o

*S‘"@ @-@»

and Justice.
The program feature a Poster Conference,
and Model UN

Picture  Exhibition,

Simulation, with a special focus on
unresolved global challenges such as the
Genocide in Palestine and the Kashmir
dispute. United Nations Day 2025 was

commemorated to highlight the role of the

UN in promoting international peace,

security, human rights, and sustainable
development, while encouraging students
issues and

to with  global

engage

multilateral cooperation.
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Chief Guests

e H.E.Dr. Zuhair Mohammad
Hamdallah
Palestine Ambassador to Pakistan
Ambassador(R)

e Sardar Masood Khan

Guest of Honour:

e Amna Munawar

COPAIR)

Awan(president

e Dr. GulI Ayesha Bhatti (NUST)
e Dr. Sundas Khizar (UOS)

e Poster Session Chair

e Dr. Manzoor Ali Veesiro(QAU)
e Aina Merzia (FU)

Picture Session Chair:

e Dr. Muhammad Farhan
e Dr. Asiya Saif Alvi

MUN Chair

e Ambassador(R) Syed Abrar

HussainChair
Co-Chair
e Syed Eshan Ali
Vote Of Thanks:

e Dr. Saba Bashir (In-Charge Campus
Faust)

Poster Conference

As part of the United Nations Day 2025

celebrations, the Department of

International Relations, FUUAST

Islamabad, organized an engaging Poster

Presentation Session where students

showcased their creativity, research, and
understanding of global issues. Each poster
reflected on

unique perspectives
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international ~ peace, diplomacy, and
sustainable development highlighting the
talent, awareness, and analytical skills of
interactive academic

think

our youth. Such

sessions encourage students to
critically and communicate complex ideas
through visual expression, a true blend of

intellect and innovation.

e Ashan Ali, University of Sargodha
e Taha Atif Bhatti, NUML

e Laraib Hashmi, NUML

e Akhtar Abbas, IUUI

e Usman Hatim, ITUUI

e Madhia Khan, FUI

Poster Conference Participations

e IshaImran, University of Sargodha

e Aliza Pervaiz , University of
Sargodha

e Hafsa Maryam , University of
Sargodha

e Farah Riaz, University of Sargodha

Sohail

e Muhammad Hassan,

University of Sargodha

Picture Exhibition

The Picture Exhibition organized on United
Nations Day 2025 at FUUAST Islamabad
showcased visual representations of global
challenges, peace initiatives, human rights,
and sustainable development, highlighting
the role of the UN. The event encouraged
students to engage creatively with
international issues and reflect on the UN’s

impact on the contemporary world.
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Model United Nations (MUN)

As part of the United Nations Day 2025

celebrations, the Department of

International Relations, FUUAST

Islamabad, successfully conducted a Model

United Nations (MUN) session,
encouraging students to engage in
meaningful dialogue and diplomatic

exchange. The session was chaired by
Ambassador (R) Syed Abrar Hussain and
co-chaired by Syed Ehsan Ali, where
delegates debated the critical agenda:

Revocation of Israel’s Membership from the

United Nations due to War Crimes and

Genocide in Palestine. Through this
simulation, students demonstrated
exceptional research, negotiation, and

public-speaking skills embodying the very

spirit of the United Nations.

MUN Participants

e Muhammad Basit Abbasi ,Fuuast
Alumni M. Zakria Masood , Fuuast
Alumni

e Jahangeer Khan, PYDIR

o Khuram Rehman, PYDIR

United Nations Day 2025

e Poster conference & Picture
Exhibition
Faculty Organizing Committee
Department of IR & Mass
Communication

Dr. Faisal Javaid (Secretary)

e Ms. Saima Azhar (Coordinator)

Dr. Najam us Saqib (In-charge Poster
Conference)Dr. Taimur Khan
(In-charge Picture Exhibition)

e Dr. Muhammad Sher Juni (In-charge
Publication)

e Dr. Sikandar Zareen (Media
Coordinator & Co-Organizer Picture
Exhibition)

e Mr. Syed Ehsan Ali (In-Charge
Model MUN)
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Ms. Saira Kazmee (In-Charge
Registration)

Ms. Areena Shafqat (Organizer)

Ch. Muhammad Rasheed Sal (Media
Cell)

United Nations Day 2025
Organizing Team

Shazia Akbar
Conference In-Charge
Muhammad Jahanzaib
Event Director

Alishba Farooq Event
Coordinator
Muhammad Asif Kashif
Media Manager
Talha Ali, Graphic Designer
Syed Mujtaba Gillani, Finance
Management
Momina Azhar,
Design and Creativity
Anza Abbasi, Design and Creativity
Wanyia Fatima, Graphic Designer
Syeda Laraib Bibi, Design and
Creativity
Hassan Bin Chand, Logistic
Manager
Muhammad Eshan Mehmood,
Logistic Manager
Minhail Qaseer, Media Manager
Azadar Ali, Media Manager
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UPCOMING GRAND EVENT

VENUE : DECENT LODGE, 6TH ROAD

06 JANUARY 2026
TIME: 10:00 AM TO 04:00PM
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POETRY SECTION

BENEATH THE DISTANT SKY

In distant lands where shadows dance with fear,
A young heart beats beneath a sky so wide,
I write to you, dear mother, ever near,
With every word, my hidden tears I hide

The sun here paints the hills in golden hue,
Yet lonely winds whisper your name at night;
I smile for all the world to think it's true
This brave fagade keeps trembling thoughts from sight

Each dawn I rise with courage like a shield,
And wear this mask of strength both day and night
But in the silence where my dreams are sealed,
The echoes of my heart long for your light

Though far apart, my love will never fade,

Your voice is warmth that comforts in the shade

Author
Hamza Gull
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BOOK REVIEW

BY MUHAMMAD SHAHZAD AKRAM

MODI'S INDIA: HINDU NATIONALISM AND THE RISE OF

ETHNIC DEMOCRACY

EHRISETOFHE FAFFRELOT

MODI ™S

iNIDIA

HINMNDI) MATIODODMNMALIIS M

ANMID THE RISE
ETHNMNILC DEMDODILCC R ALY

odi's India: Hindu Nationalism

M

by Christophe Jaffrelot presents a coherently

and the Rise of Ethnic Democracy

robust claim about the transformational
nature of the political project of Narendra
Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party to
change the nature of Indian politics by
Hindutva

re-interpreting  decades  of

sentiment into a political programme.
According to the author, this has gradually
altered a pluralistic democracy into an
ethnic democracy. Whereby the country is
now with  the

synonymous majority

community. The book is structured around

irF

e SESemm————— i

the three ages of India's democracy, a
detailed construction of Modi's political
formation and his rise in Gujarat, an
examination of the types of politics the BJP
has employed to mobilize hope, fear, and
anger, and an extended discussion on the
targeting of minorities. The increasing
vigilante politics and the institutionalization
of authoritarian practices argue this belief
thoroughly and with rich empirical details.
Jaffrelot begins by historicizing Hindutva,
tracking the ideological strains of
organisations (particularly the RSS and its

affiliates) and social constituencies that
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predate Modi many decades but that gave
form to his national project. He is then able
to provide a fine-grained account of Modi
and his years as Gujarat chief minister, how
the image of a technocratic and
development-led leader was created, how
incidences of communal violence and hate
were handled and presented, and how
patronage operations at the local level and
media strategies were perfected as a
national model. The author empirically
shed light on how the BJP under Modi has
managed to perfect a contemporary way of
electoral mobilization that is a combination
of welfare

propaganda, performance

statements, and symbolic politics. A
scarcely perceptible process, the ability of
the state to deliver infrastructure, subsidies,
and public goods comes coupled with an
increasingly assertive majoritarian cultural
agenda, and this two-pronged approach has
been able to expand the ideological net of
the BJP. While doing this, they successfully
naturalized the processes of exclusion by
coating the rhetoric of cultural otherness
with benevolence. Much of the book is
occupied with Jaffrelot's analysis of the
processes whereby minorities, particularly
the Muslim and, to some extent, Christian
minorities, have been turned into political

objects rather than adversaries in a manner

that undermines equal citizenship. He
traces legislative and administrative action,
rhetoric in the mass media, and the rise of
vigilante organizations, whose acts also
remain condoned by weak prosecution or
merely tacitly approved. He argues that
such mechanisms translate social ostracism
into a sustainable political reality. Jaffrelot is
mindful of registering the micro politics of
coercion as well as the macro politics of
institutional =~ change (  patterns of
appointment, co-optation, or undermining
of autonomous institutions, pressures on
the courts and the media, and the
mobilization of law and order forces) that
collectively result in what he terms a de
facto Hindu Rashtra in much of the
dissimulation of public life. While writing,
he had conducted extensive interviews,
study election results, policy writings, and
media studies that, when cold, add up to a
convincing argument of systematic, not
merely occasional, democratic erosion. The
equally significant attention paid by the
author is to how the Indian political elite
transformed the populist methods. Jaffrelot
demonstrates how Modi gave a Hindu
flavour to the world trends of populism by
merging popular religious identity with the
promises of bringing economic growth and

national pride. Therefore, constructing a
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powerful narrative, which discredits rivals
as anti-national or elitist, and justifies
forceful action against perceived domestic
threats. This thesis is developed in extended
chapters discussing the electoral cycles of
2014 and 2019 when a personal brand and
tactical use of imagery, as well as a
restructured BJP organization, transformed
electoral majorities into mandates to make
far-reaching changes to institutions,
including citizenship legislation and the
reconfiguration of federal relationships with
states. Jaffrelot does not black-and-white
advance to criticism.

this moralizing

Instead, he traces the trade-offs and the

politics of hate that make this
transformation  stable. = How  social
engineering, such as through refined

welfare and exploiting media eco-systems
and social media, and nationalism in foreign
policy, can help maintain public consent
despite the diminution of pluralist checks.
One of the most frightening additions that
the book makes is in its densely empirical
chapter on vigilante politics and social
violence. Jaffrelot reports coercive patterns
of lynching, cow-protection vigilantism, and
local-level intimidation that are coded in
predominantly moral or cultural terms but
are, in reality, forms of coercive exclusions

and control. He relates these trends to

broader dynamics of state capture and
targeted destigmatization of the voices of
opposition in universities, civil society, and
the media, the re-appropriation of force and
state instruments to suppress supporters of
the alternative. Using a combination of
archival research, interviews in the field,
and electoral data results, Jaffrelot is able to
document not only isolated incidents but
also long-term shifts in the way the Indian
state relates to minority groups, which
altogether =~ point to a  structural
rearrangement of this relationship. And
lastly, Jaffrelot poses the question of how
this political agenda has impacted
democratic institutions and India in the
international arena. When comparing
short-term benefits of the guarantee of
political stability, a perception of economic
growth, and a more aggressive foreign
policy to the Ilong-term dangers to
pluralism, the rule of law, and social
cohesion, he balances those quantities. He
concludes cautiously but emphatically that
India today has passed through a phase of
democracy into one of ethnicity, where
rights and citizenship depend increasingly
on cultural-religious belonging, and that
only a political alternative able to
reconstitute wide-based coalitions and a

civil society able to resist institutional

119



Politico Yista

Volume 13, October to December 2025

pressures can reverse this trend or even
stem it. This masterpiece is a steady, slow
burn, neither ignoring the administrative
successes of the BJP nor underestimating
the popular attraction of the Modi
discourse. Still, he has steadily marshalled
the

cultural, and

the

institutional, legal

foundations with help of which
majoritarianism has become a governing
Jaffrelot provides

principle. an

authoritative,  empirically  rich, and
theoretically informed reading on how
Hindu nationalism wunder Modi has
transformed Indian democracy. A reading
that readers with a foundational interest in
the subject matter must make. It explains in
detail the complete structure of the change,
in terms of its intellectual antecedents,
electoral politics, coercive mechanisms, and
institutional outcomes, a compelling book
that will be indispensable to all who want to

grasp modern India.

The writer is a Research Officer at the Centre for
International Strategic Studies, AJK. He holds
an MPhil in International Relations from
Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, and is an
alumnus of the Near East South Asia (NESA)
Center for Strategic Studies at the National
Defense University (NDU), Washington, DC.

His areas of expertise include cyber warfare and

strategy, arms control, and disarmament.
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Vanessa S. AIRahmani

THE HIDING PLACE.

hat is the fault of a common

man to suffer for the mistake of

a powerful and heartless leader?

The Hiding Place tells the story
of a Dutch family written and published in
1971, whose faith and courage put them in
direct danger during the Nazi occupation of
the Netherlands. The Ten Booms, living in
Haarlem, risked everything to hide their
Jewish neighbors, enduring betrayal, and
imprisonment. The Hiding Place changed
how I see life and touched me deeply
through its message of resilience through
forgiveness in addition to sacrifice, and the
unshakable faith of The Ten Booms.
Walls become sanctuaries and prisons at
once and rooms were carved for lives that
“fate” had already deemed expendable. The
Ten Booms built refuge from fear for
complete strangers who were at the edge of
being killed every single second due to a

regime too drunk on power to see
humanity. “Love is the strongest force in the
world, and when it is blocked that means
pain,” (Ten Boom, 1971), Corrie’s father tells
her when she is talking about the only man
she has ever loved, Karel. The quote also
reflects the cost of protecting others in a
time of terror. The Ten Booms” love
compelled them to sacrifice their own safety
and comfort. Yet, their courage did not end
with sacrifice. In the face of relentless
danger, resilience manifested itself not
solely through endurance of hardship but
also through the conscious choice to forgive.
Corrie reflects, “Forgiveness is an act of the
will, and the will can function regardless of
the temperature of the heart.” (Ten Boom,
1971), showing that true resilience does not
rely on fleeting little emotions but on
deliberate and courageous action. Even

after surviving Ravensbriick —which was a
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Nazi concentration camp for women located
about 90 km north of Berlin, Germany, near
the town of Furstenberg—she chose to
forgive those who had harmed her. This act
of forgiveness became her own source of
strength, which allowed her to continue
ministering to others to share hope and
rebuild her life despite the loss and trauma.
Forgiveness and sacrifice were not solely
gentle actions but rather wounds Corrie
chose to open, and within that wound, she
carried her own freedom, and the freedom
of those who could no longer speak.

Often, when we think of God, we think of a
being who is above us, but we also often
forget that God is inside all of us, for after
all, God created us by pouring the soul into
the body and our souls are a part of his own
glorious existence. For The Ten Booms, this
understanding of God was not abstract or
distant, but something they would carry
into every choice and action. In chapter
seven, when a pastor entered the watch
shop, Corrie asked him if he could take a
Jewish mother and her baby into his home,
and the pastor hesitated, saying, “I do hope
you're not involved with any of this illegal
concealment and undercover business.”
(Ten Boom, 1971). And just as Corrie sees
compassion in his face, he quotes, “No.
Definitely not. We could lose our lives for
that Jewish child!” (Ten Boom, 1971).
Corrie’s father looks up at the pastor and
utters, “You say we could lose our lives for
this child. I would consider that the greatest
honor that could come to my family.” (Ten
Boom, 1971). This moment shows that the

God and
commitment to His principles surpassed

Ten Booms’ reverence for
even that of the pastor; their fear of Him
translated into fearless action to protect the
innocent. Faith also gave them the courage
to endure suffering and maintain moral
clarity in the darkest moments. Even in
Ravensbriick, Corrie observed how small
acts of courage and compassion, such as
sharing bread and comforting fellow
prisoners, became living expressions of God
within them. Their belief required choice,
sacrifice, and action, showing that true faith
manifests most powerfully when danger
surrounds you. Ultimately, the Ten Booms’
faith was not only about escape, but also
about keeping their hearts open, letting
courage and mercy move through them,
and most importantly, showing that God’s
presence can be felt most profoundly in the
way we choose to act, even amid pure
terror.

To conclude, the Ten Booms learnt that
through sacrifice, love is not safe; through
resilience, that it is some kind of grace; and
through faith, that God lives not above the
flames, but within those who choose
compassion even as the world burns to
flames. We must remember, then, that the
smallest act of mercy can defy empires and
perhaps, when cruelty once again dresses
itself in power, what saves us will not be
our strength, but our willingness to love
anyway and the refusal to become what

tried to destroy you.

Reach her at: eyyyvanessa@gmail.com
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PROGRESS IN-FOCUS

SESSION ON THE PAKISTAN - AFGHANISTAN RELATIONSHIP,

SHEDDING LIGHT ON CURRENT REGIONAL ISSUES, BILATERAL

DYNAMICS, AND THE EVOLVING BEHAVIOR BETWEEN THE TWO

NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES

n 29 Oct 2025, Ambassador Khan
O delivered an enlightening and

thought-provoking session on the
Pakistan -  Afghanistan relationship,
shedding light on current regional issues,
bilateral dynamics, and the evolving
behavior between the two neighboring
countries The discussion highlighted one of
the region’s most sensitive and strategically
significant relationships, offering students
an in-depth understanding of bilateral
dynamics, border challenges, trade linkages,
and security concerns. By shedding light on
evolving political behavior between the two
neighboring Khan
empowered students with real-time policy

perspectives that go beyond textbooks. The

states, Ambassador

session not only clarified regional

complexities but also encouraged critical

thinking on diplomacy, peacebuilding, and
Pakistan’s strategic role in South Asia. Such
the

IR, helping

engagements strengthen academic

of FUUAST
students connect theoretical frameworks

environment

with practical realities and inspiring future
diplomats, analysts, and researchers.
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SEMINAR ON “BIOSECURITY AND OUR RESPONSIBILITIES” & “NEW
INTERNATIONAL ORDER” ON 7 OCT 2025,

he Department of International

FUUAST

T

organized a highly informative seminar on

Relations, Islamabad,
“Biosecurity and Our Responsibilities” and
“The New International Order,” reflecting
commitment to

its addressing both

contemporary and emerging global
challenges. The first session on Biosecurity
introduced students to the importance of
safeguarding public health, preventing
biological threats, and understanding state
responsibility in an increasingly
interconnected world. It highlighted how
pandemics, laboratory safety, and biological
warfare are shaping national policies, global
cooperation, and security strategies. The
second discussion on the New International
Order provided a strategic lens into shifting
global power

structures, rising

multipolarity, technological rivalries, and

changing alliances.  Students gained

valuable insight into how major powers

from the US and China to regional actors
are redefining global rules and institutions.
Together, these themes broadened academic
horizons, equipping students with a deeper
awareness of non-traditional security issues
and global systemic changes. Such seminars
the culture of the

enrich academic
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department, preparing students to analyze

world affairs with both breadth and depth

qualities essential for future diplomats,

scholars, and policy practitioners.
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BRIDGING EURASIA: FROM MOSCOW TO GWADAR BUILDING
PATHWAYS OF CONNECTIVITY AND COOPERATION BETWEEN

PAKISTAN AND RUSSIA ON 17 OCT 2025,

T he Department of International

Relations, FUUAST, and the Financial
University, Russia, successfully hosted the
webinar: “Bridging Eurasia: From Moscow
to Gwadar Building Pathways of
Connectivity and Cooperation between
Pakistan and Russia.” The Department of
FUUAST

the

International Relations,

Islamabad, in collaboration with
Financial University of Russia, successfully
organized the international webinar titled
“Bridging Eurasia: From Moscow to
Gwadar Building  Pathways of
Connectivity and Cooperation between
Pakistan and Russia.” This academic
exchange marked a significant milestone for
the department, bringing scholars and

students together across borders to explore

Eurasian

emerging

opportunities  in
connectivity. The discussion emphasized the
of Gwadar, the

strategic importance

evolving role of CPEC, and Russia’s
increasing interest in South Asia, Central
Asia, and Pakistan’s energy and trade
corridors. The webinar provided students
with first-hand exposure to international
academic collaboration, enabling them to
understand major geopolitical
transformations, new trade routes, and the
potential for regional integration. Such
events highlight FUUAST’s growing global
demonstrate  the

engagement  and

department’s commitment to preparing
students for a multipolar world shaped by
and

diplomacy, economic partnerships,

strategic connectivity.
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STUDENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AT FUUAST VISITED THE INSTITUTE OF POLICY STUDIES (IPS),

ISLAMABAD, TO ATTEND AN INSIGHTFUL EVENT ORGANIZED AT

THE INSTITUTE. ON 28 OCT 2025,

[

tudents from the Department of

International Relations, FUUAST

Islamabad, undertook an enriching
academic visit to the Institute of Policy
Studies (IPS), Islamabad, where they
attended an insightful policy event
organized at the institute. This visit
provided students with a valuable
opportunity to observe how think tanks
function as influential platforms for
research, policy dialogue, and national
decision-making. By engaging with experts,
students learned how ideas are translated
into policy recommendations on issues
ranging from regional security to economic
governance. The experience allowed
participants to connect classroom theories
with real-world policy processes, broaden
their intellectual horizons, and develop
professional networks within Pakistan’s
research community.
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DR. FAISAL JAVAID REPRESENTS FUUAST AT UNIVERSITY OF

SARGODHA ON 14 OCT 2025,

D r. Faisal Javaid Represents FUUAST
at the Closing Ceremony of Model
United Nations 2025, organized by
the Department of Political Science,
University of Sargodha, in collaboration
with PS Academic Forum. His participation
highlighted FUUAST’s growing academic
footprint and continued engagement with
national-level academic platforms. By
representing the university at a prestigious
MUN forum, Dr. Faisal not only
strengthened institutional linkages but also
showcased the department’s commitment to
diplomacy, youth empowerment, and
academic collaboration. Events like this
reinforce the shared academic community
between universities in Pakistan and
encourage greater cooperation in research,
debate culture, and student exchange
initiatives. It also positions FUUAST’s IR
Department as an active contributor to
national policy dialogue and international
studies networks benefiting both the
institution and its aspiring diplomats.
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THE RUSSIAN DELEGATION FOR THE RUSSIA GOVERNMENT
SCHOLARSHIP MASTERCLASS AT FUUAST ISLAMABAD! STUDENTS

GOT ALL THE SECRETS FOR BACHELOR’S, MASTER’S, AND PHD

APPLICATIONS. ON 24 OCT 2025,

T he Department of International
Relations, FUUAST Islamabad,
proudly hosted a  Russian
delegation for an exclusive masterclass on
the Russia Government Scholarship
program, offering students firsthand
guidance on Bachelor’s, Master’s, and PhD
admissions. This informative session
equipped aspiring scholars with essential
knowledge on scholarship requirements,
application procedures, academic pathways,
and living opportunities in Russia. By
connecting students directly with official
representatives, the event demystified the
international  application process and
opened doors to world-class higher
education. Such initiatives reflect the
department’s commitment to international

exposure, academic mobility, and enhancing

student competitiveness in global academia.
Opportunities like these empower students
to pursue advanced studies abroad, expand
their worldview, and become future
ambassadors of educational cooperation
between Pakistan and Russia.
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WELCOME NEW BATCH 2025 - IR & MASS-COMM ON 19 SEP 2025

Dr=partment of Imntermnational Relaotions & AMass
COomrmiuim it i

he Department of International

T

Department

Relations, in collaboration with the
of Mass Communication,
warmly welcomed the incoming Batch of
2025 through a vibrant orientation event
designed to introduce new students to
university life, academic expectations, and
departmental culture. The event is an
important first step in helping students
transition smoothly into their academic
journey. Faculty members shared guidance
on courses, research opportunities, and skill
development pathways, while senior
students offered insights into campus life
and extracurricular activities. Beyond
formal introductions, the event fostered
confidence, motivation, and a sense of
the  newcomers

belonging  among

encouraging interaction, teamwork, and

Wh/ NN RREERE

community-building across both
disciplines.Such welcome initiatives reflect
the department’'s ~ commitment  to
student-centered learning and institutional
support from Day One, ensuring that every
student begins their educational journey
with enthusiasm, clarity, and the assurance

of being part of an active and inclusive

academic family.
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News Round-up

INTERNATIONAL NEWS ROUND-UP

% US. President Donald Trump’s

administration froze $26 billion for % Nobel Peace Prize 2025 awarded to

Democratic-leaning states, following
through on a threat to use the
government shutdown to target
Democratic priorities.

Date: 1 Oct/Source: Reuters

https:/ /www.reuters.com/world/u

s/us-government-begins-shut-down
-most-operations-after-congress-fails
-advance-2025-10-01/

The elections are the first in Syria

since Ahmed al-Sharaa ousted

Bashar al-Assad last December
Date: 5 Oct/Source:BBC

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/

www.bbc.com/news/articles/czrpx
1lvvr450.amp

Israel-Hamas ceasefire deal
announced, first phase to end Gaza

war.
Date: 8 Oct/Source: Guardian

https:/ /www.theguardian.com/wor

1d /2025 / oct/09/ first-phase-of-cease
fire-deal-to-end-war-in-gaza-agreed-

-israel-and-ham.

Maria Corina Machado of

Venezuela.
Date: 10 Oct/Source: guardian

https:/ /www.theguardian.com/wor

1d /2025 /oct/10/venezuelan-politici

an-maria-corina-machado-wins-nob
el-peace-prize

Pakistan and Afghanistan’s Taliban
government say they have agreed a
temporary ceasefire after fresh

border clashes and reported
Pakistani air strikes on Kabul and

Kandahar
Date:15 Oct/Source: BBC

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s
www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3dnv
njdglro.amp

President Donald Trump speaks
during a world leader’s summit on
ending the Gaza war in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt

Date: 13 Oct/Source: Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/

www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202
5/10/13 /world-leaders-gather-in-eg
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The world's oldest head of state
Cameroon’s President Paul Biya has
by the Central
African Constitutional Council.

been re-elected

Date:27 Oct/Source:CNN
https:/ /cnn.com/2025/10/27/ africa
/ cameroons-biya-wins-re-election-in

il

Trump and Xi meet in person for the
first time in six years to discuss
critical trade deals.

Date: 30 Oct/Source: CNN

http://cnn.it/3WP9fGI

Tanzania’s first female leader, who
has served as president since 2021,
has sparked widespread anger for
running virtually unopposed after
her two main opponents were
blocked  or
contesting.

prevented  from

Date: 31 Oct/Source: CNN
https:/ /cnn.it/4326mFEC

Demonstrators participate in a
protest, a day after Tanzania's
elections, at the Namanga One-Post
border crossing point between
Kenya and Tanzania

Date: 31 oct/Source: Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/
www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202

5/10/31/protests-over-disputed-tan
zania-election-enter-3rd-day-militar
y-deployed

Former United States Vice President
Dick Cheney has died aged 84.

Date:4 Nov/Source: Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s
www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202

5/11/4/former-us-vice-president-di
ck-cheney-dies-at-84

Zohran Mamdani, 34, has won New
York City’s race for mayor in a
contest that rallied young voters and
sparked debate about the future
direction of the US Democratic Party.

Date:5 Nov/Source: BBC
https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/

www.bbc.com/news/articles/ceq01
18reglo.amp

13) Germany and the United
Kingdom have warned of the
growing threat posed by Russian
and Chinese space satellites

Date:9 Nov/Source: CNN

https:/ /editi 12005/ 11/

9/europe/russian-satellite-spying-e
xplainer-intl
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% Pakistan has denounced India’s

unilateral suspension of the Indus
Water Treaty (IWT),

Date:7 Nov/Source: Dawn

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s
www.dawn.com/news/amp /19536
82

Bangladesh’s ousted leader Sheikh
Hasina sentenced to death

Date: 17 Nov/Source: BBC

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s
www.bbc.com/news/articles/cpwv

g99%e8vdo.amp

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman has received a warm
welcome to the White House from
United States President Donald
Trump

Date: 18 Nov/Source Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s

www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202
5/11/18 /trump-hosts-saudi-arabias-
mohammed-bin-salman-five-key-tak

eaways

The crash of India’s Tejas fighter in
front of global arms buyers at the
Dubai Airshow

Date: 21 Nov/Source: Reuters

https:/ /www.reuters.com/world/a

sia-pacific/tejas-crash-dampens-exp

ort-hopes-indian-fighter-jet-2025-11-
23/

Taiwan’s President Lai Ching-te on
Wednesday announced a special $40
billion budget for arms purchase

Date: 26 Nov/Source: AP news

https:/ /apnews.com/article/taiwan
-defense-budget-arms-purchases-spe
nding-c1f34ad69a12b9599f4a356abd
3b31c4

South Africa hits back at ‘punitive’
Trump move to bar it from G20
meeting in Florida

Date: 27 Nov/Source: Guardian

https:/ /www.theguardian.com/wor
1d/2025/nov /27 /south-africa-hits-b

ack-trump-move-g20-meeting-florid
a-2026

Pakistan and Bahrain agree to
bolster defense cooperation.

Date: 27 Nov/Source: Arab news

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s

www.dawn.com/news/amp/19576
45

Labour MP Tulip Siddiq given
two-year  prison
Bangladesh after corruption trial

sentence in
held in her absence

Date: 1 Dec/Source: BBC
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https:/ /bbc.in/4iuDRXv

A powerful
has
prompting tsunami warnings and

magnitude 7.6
earthquake shaken Japan,
orders for residents to evacuate.

Date:8 dec/Source: Guardian
https:/ /www.theguardian.com/wor

1d /2025/dec /08 /japan-tsunami-war

ning-after-earthquake-tremor?utm s
ource=whatsappchannel

Donald Trump’s pressure campaign
against the  South
country’s dictator, Nicolds Maduro,

American

whose government called the
seizure “an act of international
piracy”:

Date:11 Dec/Source: Guardian

https:/ /www.theguardian.com/us-
news/202 1
edly-seize-oil-tanker-off-venezuela-c

-forces-repor

oast?utm_source=whatsappchannel

US and Jordanian forces have
launched an operation against ISIS
in Syria in response to an attack in
Palmyra that left three Americans

dead.

Date:19 dec/Source: the national
news

https:/ /news.ae/31.c3ShZ

Saudi Arabia honours Asim Munir:
Pakistan army chief conferred King

*

Abdulaziz Medal
defence ties in focus

of Excellence;

Date: 22 Dec/Source: times of India

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/ti

mesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/

pakistan/saudi-arabia-honours-asim
-munir-pakistan-army-chief-conferre
d-king-abdulaziz-medal-of-excellenc

e-defence-ties-in-focus/amp articles
how/126119051.cms

Pakistan government on Tuesday
sold its national airline, PIA, for Rs
135 billion to a consortium led by
Arif Habib investment firm

Date: 23 dec/Source: Times of india

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/ti
mesofindia.indiatim m in

s/international-business/pakistan-n

ational-airline-pia-sold-to-private-co

nsortium-arif-habib-rs-135-billion-de

al-sealed/amp articleshow /1261441

52.cms

The arms race between North and
South has  expanded
underwater. On Thursday, the North

Korea

condemned the South’s plan to build
a nuclear-powered submarine as a
security threat and unveiled the
completed hull of its own nuclear
sub, which is under construction.

Date: 25 Dec/Source: New York
Times
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https:/ /trib.al/zq]spYt

6.6-magnitude earthquake struck off
Taiwan’s northeastern coast on
Saturday, the US Geological Survey
(USGS) said, the second major
tremor to hit the island

Date:28 Dec/Source: Tribune

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/t
ribune.com.pk/story/2584312/66-q

uake-strikes-off-taiwan-usgs %3famp
=1

China staged live-fire drills around
Taiwan, deploying troops, warships,
fighter jets and artillery for its
“Justice Mission 2025” exercises

Date: 29 dec/Source: Reuters

https:/ /reut.rs/4qosi6U

Israel’s Somaliland move is all about
‘strategic objectives’: Somali
president Hassan Sheikh Mohamud
says his country believes in Israel's
recognition.

Date: 30 Dec/Source: Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/

www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202
5/12/31/israels-recognition-of-soma

esident
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% Ex- senator Mushtaq Ahmed who
was leading the Pakistani delegates
on the global sumud Flotilla gas
been arrested by Israel

Date: 2 Oct/Source: Tribune

https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story /2570

181 /ex-senator-mushtag-ahmad-cap
tured-by-israeli-forces

% Trump’s Gaza plan not in line with
Muslim countries’” proposal, says
Pakistan

Date: 3 Oct/Source: Reuters

https:/ /www.reuters.com/world/a

sia-pacific/pakistan-foreign-minister

-trumps-20-point-gaza-plan-n
-ours-2025-10-03/

% US President Donald Trump
especially thanked Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and “my favourite”
Field Marshal Asim Munir

Date:13 Oct/Source: Dawn

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s

www.dawn.com/news/amp /19486
08

% Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif speaks next to US President
Donald Trump during a summit on

ending the Gaza war in Sharm
el-Sheikh, Egypt

Date: 13 Oct/Source: Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s

www.aljazeera.com/amp/opinions/
2025/10/26/a-pakistan-foreign-poli

cy-renaissance-not-quite

Afghanistan’s Taliban government
has accused Pakistan of violating
Kabul's “sovereign territory”

Date: 20 Oct/Source: BBC

https:/ /www.bbc.com/news/article

s/c62lp7ydljeo

Pakistan, Afghanistan to resume
talks amid tensions over border
clashes

Date: 30 Oct/Source: Al Jazeera

https://www.google.com/amp/s/

www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202

5/10/30/pakistan-afghanistan-to-re
sume-talks-amid-tensions-over-bord

er-clashes

The young lawyer taking Pakistan to
court over its unfair “period tax

Date:3 Nov/Source: Guradian
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https:/ /www.theguardian.com/ glo

bal-development/2025/nov/03/the-

oung-lawver-taking-pakistan-to-co

urt-over-its-unfair-period-tax

President Asif Ali Zardari met with
Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani in Doha and offered
to expand bilateral cooperation in
the areas of defence and defence
production between Pakistan and
Qatar

Date: 5 Nov/Source : Dawn

https:/ /www.dawn.com/news /195

3300/ president-zardari-offers-expan

sion-of-defence-collaboration-produ
ction-to-gatari-emir

Pakistan denounces India’s
unilateral suspension of the indus

water treaty (IWT)
Date: 7 Nov/Source: The Nation

https:/ /www.nation.com.pk/07-No

v-2025/ pakistan-condemns-india-s-
unilateral-suspension-indus-waters-t

reaty-un?version=amp

Pakistan 27th amendment would
centralise power in the executive
and military, prompting warnings of
a weakened judiciary.

Date: 11 Nov/Source: Al Jazeera

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/

www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/202
5/11/11/how-would-pakistans-27th

-amendment-reshape-its-military-an

d-courts

Pakistani parliament votes to give
army chief new powers and legal
immunity

Date: 12 Nov/Source: Guardian
https:/ /www.theguardian.com/wor

1d/2025/nov /12
nt-constitutional-amendment-bill-asi

akistan-parliame

m-munir-supreme-court

Two blasts a day apart in India and
Pakistan’s capitals fray regional
nerves in an already tense year

Date: 13 Nov/Source: CNN
https:/ /edition.cnn.com/2025/11/1

2/asia/delhi-islamabad-blast-analys

is-intl-hnk

Twenty-two India-sponsored
terrorists were killed in an
intelligence-based operation (IBO) in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu.

Date: 25 Nov/Source: Dawn

https://www.dawn.com/news/195
7261/ 22-terrorists-killed-in-intellige
nce-based-operation-in-kps-bannu-is
pr
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% Border clashes have erupted again

between Pakistan and Afghanistan's
Taliban forces, with each sides
accusing the other of breaking a
fragile ceasefire.

Date: 6 Dec/Source : BBC

https:/ /www.bbc.com/news/article
s/cn09zp87pz8o

Pakistan’s former spy chief has been
sentenced to 14 years in prison by a
military court, on charges including
violation of state secrets and
interfering in politics.

Date: 11 dec/Source: BBC

https:/ /www.bbc.com/news/article

s/cwyvbq7d72lo

Bangladesh open to joining bloc
with Pakistan, sans India

Date: 11 Dec/Source: dawn

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s

www.dawn.com/news/amp/19604
49

Pakistan produced a dominant
all-round performance to thrash
arch-rivals India by a massive 191
runs in the final of the U-19 Asia
Cup at the ICC Academy Ground

Date: 21 Dec/Source: Dawn

https:/ /www.dawn.com/news /196
2442

% The interim bail of PTI founder

Imran Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi
in the May 9 cases and five other
matters,

Date: 27 Dec/Source: Dawn
https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s

www.dawn.com/news/amp/19629
44

Pakistan, UAE VOW closer
cooperation across sectors during

UAE president’s visit
Date: 26 Dec/Source: tribune

https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/t
rv /258404 -
zayed-al-nahyan-lands-in-pakistan-f

or-maiden-visit-as-president%3famp
=1

ribun: m.pk

Imran Khan and his wife, Bushra
Bibi, filed separate appeals with the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
challenging their conviction in the
Toshakhana case

Date : 29 Dec/Source: dawn
https:/ /www.google.com/amp/s/

www.dawn.com/news/amp /19639
32
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CHRONICLES:

THE PANAMA CANAL CRISIS : CHOKE

POINT FOR GLOBAL ECONOMY

S UMMARY: The Panama Canal is an

important cornerstone
trade. Approximately 5% to 7% of global

trade passes through the Panama Canal

of global

each year, handling over $270 billion worth
of cargo annually. This is an extremely
critical choke point for the world connecting
over 1900 ports and around 170 countries
through approximately 180 maritime routes.
However, due to climate change, Lake
Gatun is facing severe water scarcity which
is a crucial part of the Panama Canal,

providing waters for its locks allowing
ships to pass through. This has forced
Panama authorities to limit daily transit,
causing a backlog of trade and higher
shipping costs which inevitably affects
global trade.

THE PANAMA CANAL:

The Panama Canal is an 82-kilometer
artificial waterway which connects the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. It cuts through
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the narrow strip called Isthmus of Panama,
which separates South and North America.
It is built on an artificial lake called Lake
Gatun, the largest artificial freshwater lake,
created by damming Chagres River. It is a
three operational lane canal with three sets
of locks, each set functions by raising and
lowering ships to required level. Gatun
locks are built on the Atlantic side of the
canal, ships are lifted in three different
chambers of Gatun locks from the level of
the Atlantic Ocean to the Gatun Lake level,
which is about 26 meters above the sea
level; Gatun Lake is the central part of the
canal. Pedro Miguel and Miraflores locks
are on the Pacific side of the canal, after
crossing Lake Gatun, ships enter in Pedro
Miguel locks, its single chamber lowers the
ships to the level of Miraflores lake, and
finally at the end of Miraflores lake, there
are two chambers of Miraflores locks lowers
the ships to the level of Pacific Ocean. The
entire lock system depends on freshwater
from Lake Gatun and uses gravity rather
than pumps. On average, 200,000,000 liters
of water is used for the passage of a single
ship. This canal greatly reduces the time for
ships to travel between Pacific and Atlantic
oceans, allowing them to avoid dangerous
paths like Drake Passage, the Strait of
Magellan or the Beagle Channel.

BACKGROUND:

the holds
significant value for voyages across Atlantic

Historically, Panama Canal
and Pacific oceans. The idea of Panama
canal dates back to centuries, when a
Spanish explorer Vasco Nufez de Balboa
crossed Isthmus of Panama in 1513 and
noticed the possibility of a canal. Later

European powers also noticed the
possibility of digging a water passage
through the Isthmus of Panama connecting
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. One of
earliest proposals dates to 1534, when Holy
Roman Emperor Charles V ordered a
survey of this route in order to ease the
voyage of ships between Spain and Peru. Sir
Thomas Browne, an English physician and
philosopher specifically proposed Isthmus
of Panama as the most convenient place for
such a canal in 1668. The first and
significant attempt to build the canal was
the French attempt (1881-1889) led by
Ferdinand de Lesseps, De Lesseps had
already earned a reputation by successfully
constructing Suez canal (1859-1869) which
had already proven its importance to
international =~ commerce.  Construction
began on January 1st, 1881, the large labor
was assembled, numbering about 40,000.
Initially, the project went well, However,
retaining the project was very difficult due
to extreme working conditions. Unlike the
Suez Canal, which was built in the desert,
the Panama Canal had to be built through
The

engineering challenges, extreme climate and

tropical rainforest. French faced
diseases. The dense jungle was alive with
venomous snakes, insects and spiders, the
worst of challenges were yellow fever and
malaria. By 1884, the date rate was over 200
deaths per month. Despite all challenges,
De Lesseps kept pouring funds and the
supply of work, but eventually in 1889 ran
out of funds and all the efforts went bank
corrupt, eventually suspending the project
on 15 May, 1889. An estimated 22,000
workers died during this project, mostly
Afro-Caribbean and a small number about
5,000 of French citizens. Later, this project
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was declared a scandal, known as Panama
affairs. After the failed attempt by the
French, the US took control of the Panama
Canal on 4 May 1904, after a series of
negotiations. The US inherited most of its
workforce, infrastructure and equipment
from France. US established Isthmus Canal
Commission (ICC) to oversee progress of
the project. The commission reported
directly to Secretary of War William
Howard Taft to avoid the corruption or
inefficiency that had affected the French 15
years earlier. On 6 May 1904, President
Theodore Roosevelt appointed John Findley
Wallace as chief engineer of the project but
Wallace resigned from the position in 1905.
The ICC then appointed John Frank
Stevens, as chief engineer who had built the
Great Northern Railroad. Colonel C. Gorgas
had been appointed chief sanitation officer
of the

implement measures to minimize the threat

canal construction project to
of any disease. The US learned well from
the French attempt and this time they were
fully prepared. After two years of critical

measurements, the mosquito spread
diseases were almost eliminated. Even
though living conditions under US

construction were healthier and better in
comparison to French, still approximately
5,600 workers lost their lives during the
period of US construction. In 1907, Stevens
resigned as chief engineer. In replacement,
Major George Washington Goethals was
appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt
as chief engineer of the project. The
construction of the canal was completed in
1914. The United States spent over $500
million at the time for this project. The canal
was opened on 15 August 1914. From 1914
to 1999, the Panama Canal remained under

US control, because it was a very significant
choke point from the global economy. In
1977, a treaty was signed between the US
president Jimmy Carter and Omar Torrijos,
leader of Panama at that time, this treaty
granted the Panamanians free control of the
canal, in return Panama guaranteed the
permanent neutrality of the canal. On 31
December 1999, Panama gained full control
of the canal under this treaty, and to this
day, this canal is one of the main revenue
sources for Panama.

WHAT IS HAPPENING?

From the day the Panama Canal opened to
this day, it has served the world in a very
impactful way. Providing vital maritime
shortcut connecting Pacific and Atlantic
oceans significantly reducing distances,
time consumption and shipping costs. The
Panama Canal is very crucial to the global
economy as the modern world relies more
rather than
the

Panama Canal is facing severe geopolitical

on economic competition

conventional = warfare. However,

tensions and an environmental crisis.
CLIMATE CHANGE:

In recent years particularly 2023-24, El Nifio
phenomena have drastically affected Gatun
Lake. This climate change has caused severe
drought and water scarcity, as Gatun Lake
isn’t just a vital source for water for the
canal but is also the most important
freshwater source for the Panamanians.
During the El Nifio phase, Panama faces
decreased rainfall and drier conditions, and
the water levels drop critically low. During
the 23-24 drought lake’s
dropped to its lowest point since 1965. The

water level
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PCA has to reduce the number of transit
minimum 22 to maximum 32 per day in
order to preserve water levels, because they
have no choice as this water is also very
the
Panamanians. This causes global concern,

essential for sustaining lives of
such as limiting transit, leading to a backlog
of global trade, higher shipping taxes and
longer transit time. Not just it affects the
global economy but also impacts Panama’s
economy, which significantly relies on the
canal. The Panama Canal Authority has
imposed an additional variable fee, ranging
from 1% to 10% of the vessel’s total toll and
a fixed 10,000$ fixed freshwater surcharge
to address low water levels, in an effort to
save more water and manage this crisis. The

fee also contributes to the substantial funds

for the future projects for long-term
solutions.
GEOPOLITICAL TENSIONS:

The Panama Canal is the choke point for the
global economy which attracts concern of
global powers and economic giants. The
China-US rivalry and their competition for
influence in the region is the primary source
of tension. China's growing interest in the
region and expansion of its economic
presence through investment in
infrastructure and ports has raised concern
in Washington. President Donald Trump
had argued that China’s involvement in this
canal is a potential security threat to the US.
The further
President Trump called for reclaiming of the
Trump “My

be the
Panama Canal, and we have already started

tensions escalated when

Panama  Canal. said

administrator  will reclaiming

doing it,”. Moreover, he added “We didn’t
give it to China, we gave it to Panama. And
we're taking it back”. Panama and China
both have pushed back against Trump’s
controversial claims regarding the Panama
Canal. The President of Panama said “The
canal was not a gift from the US”. Further,
Mulino said “We reject in its entirety
everything that Mr. Trump has said”.
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Beijing responded to Trump’s claims saying
“China  doesn’t participate in the
management and operation of the canal and
it has never interfered in canal’s affairs”.
Ultimately, the US-China rivalry and
geopolitical tensions have cast a long
shadow on the security and operations of
the Panama Canal, with far-reaching
implications for global trade.

CONCLUSION:

The Panama Canal remains a very critical
corner-stone for the global economy, yet it
future due to

faces a precarious

environmental and political upheaval.
While this engineering marvel continues to
bridge the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,
facilitating billions in global trade, severe
droughts have raised concerns and
demands urgent and sustainable long-term
solutions. And due to geopolitical tensions
and competition for influence in the region
between the US and China, threatens the
security of the canal. Now, the canal’s
enduring reliability rests in the hands of the
Panamanian Authority, to implement the
sustainable water solution while navigating
the complicated diplomatic pressure of the

modern world.
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ISRAEL-PALFSTINE CONFLICT; PAST &

PRESENT

enocide, ethnic

cleansing &

artificial starvation are the few
used by international
organizations for the actions of Israel

words  being
against the vulnerable and unarmed citizens
of Palestine. While for the majority of the
world, the conflict between the two states in
the Middle East began in October 2022, it
actually dates back to decades ago with
Palestinian land being a witness of changing
reigns, fallen empires and treaties changing
its fate forever.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Ottoman Empire’s Reign (1516-1918)
Conquest of Palestine: In 1516, under
sultan Selim I, ottomans conquered
Palestine and added

empire. Then began an era of peace and

it into their wvast

prosperity lasting for over four centuries

especially under Sultan Suleiman the

Magnificent.

Multi-Religious Community: As the land
was known to have religious and historical
significance for Muslims, Christians and
Jews, the strong
cooperation with all religions, giving full

rulers maintained
autonomy for internal affairs and practices
to the minorities.

Era of Peace: This period is known for

trade, agriculture and  harmonious
co-existence of multi-religious communities.
While there were rebellions and conflicts,
internal and external, disturbing Palestine's
calm, the overall period stayed peaceful
until world war 1 marking the end of the

Ottomans ruling the sacred land.

British Rule victory against ottomans: As
the first world war entered its last phase
with central powers and allies fighting for
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dominance, the ottoman empire, already
weakened by internal & external factors,
faced the
Palestine.

British army in 1917 over

Three Battles of Gaza: From March till
October 1917, British lost two battles from
Ottomans until the final war, beginning in
November 1917, when British, with the help
of Arabs defeated Ottomans and captured
Palestine. This called a
“christmas gift” for the British nation.

victory was

British Mandate for Palestine: Then started
the British rule over Palestine for roughly 30
years (1917-1948) with the mandate to rule
Palestine by “league of nations”. This
mandate starting on 24™ July 1922, allowed
them to govern over Palestine, maintaining
a dual responsibility towards Palestinians
and international society. They were
obligated to manage the Arabs and Jewish

community & their conflicts.

British Era: British made Palestine a
complete political unit with Jerusalem as its
capital. They introduced professional and
civil services, formed new legal institutions
& infrastructure. Still, British rule was not
peaceful, witnessing several conflicts
between Arabs and jews due to conflicting

agreements by the British.
Balfour Declaration

WW1, faced
deportation and evacuation from Russian

Background: In Jews
and Ottoman controlled regions. Therefore,
the British issued a public statement for

Jews relief.

Introduction: Balfour declaration, named
after the foreign secretary “Arthur James
Balfour” , is a pledge by the British
government in a letter to lord Rothschild on
2"4 November 1917, also called “British’s
promise to Jews” for a national home for
jews.

Motives: Balfour declaration presented the
following motives: British government
would work for the establishment of a
national place for Jews in Palestinian land.
Nothing would be done to affect the civil
and religious rights of Non-jewish residents
of Palestine. nothing would be done to
affect the political status or rights of jews in
any other country.

Impacts: Jews fully supported seeing a
promised future & migrated to Palestine.
Zionist movement grew, already supported
by the British political elite. This declaration
became a basis for Arab and Jewish conflict
leading to Palestinian lands division.
Another major impact is the establishment

of Israel.

As a
consequence of the Balfour declaration, a

Jewish settlement in Palestine:
large number of Jewish refugees settled in
Palestine & were initially welcomed and
and  economic

provided  residential

opportunities.

World War 2

Persecution by Nazis: In WW2, under the
German leader Adolf Hitler, Nazi German
soldiers possessed anti-semitic attitude

persecuting Jews, holocaust being a prime
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example. Jews were imprisoned, tortured
and killed and their religious books were
destroyed.

Mass Migration: Once denied refuge in
Europe and elsewhere, a quarter of a million
Jews again immigrated to Palestine and
settled there.

Establishment of Israel: Palestine always
had a multi-religious population with
Muslims in majority and Christians and
Jews in minority. After the mass migration,
Jewish population in Palestine rose from
approximately 60,000 to 700,000 in 1948. The
reasons for this rapid increase were mass
migration, high birth and low mortality

rate.

Occupation of Palestinian Territories: As
the Jews rose in Palestine, they got more
political, economic and demographical
power. jews sought for a separate state
encompassing the Palestinian territories

causing the 1948 war.

1948 Palestine war: In 1948, the Jewish
invaded 400+ Palestinian
villages evacuating 750,000+ Palestinians.

armed forces

This also ended the British mandate over
Palestine.

Nakba:
(Arabic:
displacement

“Nakba”
catastrophe) describing violent
and ethnic
Palestinians. Every year on 15" may, this

This event is called

cleansing of
day is marked which depicts the zionists’

occupation. 70,000+ palestinian books were
stolen & kept in Israeli libraries.

State of Israel: Following Nakba and war in
1948, Jews established a separate state on
land displacing the
Palestinians originally residing there. On
14th may 1948,
established with Chaim Weizmann, a

Palestinian after

Israel was formally
prominent leader of Zionist movement as its

first president who served from 1949-1952.

Palestinian Resistance

Great Palestinian Rebellion (1936-1939):
Palestinians were angered by the murder of
“shaykh Izzeddin al-qassam”, a Syrian
populist leader and discovery of shipment
arms in Jaffa port destined for Haganah
state’s

hinting at Zionist

establishment.

plans of

Revolt: Starting in April 1936, this rebellion
included numerous attacks on British and

Zionist targets and commercial and

economic strikes & went on for three years.

British Response: Palestinians were

subjected  to torture,

executions, deportations and house searches

imprisonments,

by British & Jewish military. In three years,
around 5,000 Palestinians had been killed
and 15,000 wounded. Many Palestinian
assassinated and

leaders were exiled,

imprisoned.

End of revolt: In 1939, the revolt ended due
to British armed and diplomatic efforts. The

paper”
declaration &

British  presented a “white

reaffirming the Balfour

offering limited gains to Palestinians.
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Armed Resistance: Major names of groups
resisting against Zionist regime are:

Hamas: Hamas is Palestine's largest
organized armed group. It has committed
many attacks against the Israeli

government despite being funded by them
in history. Hamas attacked Israel on 7™
October 2023 wunder Ismail Haniyeh.
Currently Izz Al-din al-Haddad leads the

military wing in Gaza.

Palestinian Islamic Jihad: Formed in 1981,
PIJ, an Islamist paramilitary organization
formed by “Fathi Abd Al-Aziz Al-Shikaki”,
a physician from Rafah, is the second largest
organization resisting Israel. Inspired by the
Iranian revolution, aiming to destroy Israel
& establish Palestinian state, PIJ is led by
“Ziyad Al-Nakhaleh”.

Political Resistance

Palestine Liberation Organization: It is an

internationally =~ recognized  Palestinian

nationalist coalition representing
Palestinians globally founded on 28" may
1964 in Jerusalem. PLO works for liberation
of a Palestine,
Arab unity.

Historically, PLO’s resistance was violent

sovereign right of

self-determination &

beginning with the attack on Israel's
national water carrier in January 1965, it has
since committed to diplomatic resistance
and achievement of Palestinian state.

Role of United Nations: Some of its major
actions and resolutions are:

Resolution 181: On 29" November 1947, un
passed the resolution 181 calling for

1.British mandate’s end and their departure.
2. partition of Palestinian land into: Arabic
and Jewish states

3. Jerusalem remained under a special
international regime.

Reactions: Jews & Zionists accepted &
called it the basis of a Jewish state’s
formation. The USA, France, Philippines
and many European states voted in favor.
Palestinians, Arab states, Iran, Pakistan,
Turkey etc. rejected it. Arab leaders called it
a deliberate attempt to give Jews the most
fertile and strategically significant land.
Meanwhile, China, Uk, Ethiopia, Mexico
etc. abstained from voting.

Resolution 194: Adopted on 11" December
1948, this resolution stated:

1. Palestinians” right to return home &
peaceful cohabitation with neighbors

2. formation of “conciliation commission”
of 3 states chosen by veto powers acting as a
mediator

3. all religious places being protected and
given free access to for all religious

practices.
Reactions: Even though Arabs and
Palestinians initially didn’t favor this

resolution fearing it would legitimize Israel
and make Palestinians its “indigenous
inhabitants”, they later supported it. Israel
publicly rejected it and argued about its
legal binding.
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UNRWA'’s establishment: UNRWA (united

nations relief and works agency for
palestine refugees in the near east) is an
agency formed by the UN on 8" December

1949.

like
medical

Healthcare  services

campaigns,

Objectives:

immunization
equipment and professional, social services
like
screenings,

water quality testing, nutrition

primary and  secondary

education, infrastructure development

Resolution 242: Resolution 242 was
adopted by the UN security council on
November 22, 1967, presented by British

ambassador lord Caradon.

Content of Resolution: This resolution
stated, Israel should withdraw from all
recently occupied territories, guaranteeing
the

representatives shall visit the middle east

settlement of refugees, special

for lasting peace.

Reactions: In the security council, all 15
member states voted in its favor. PLO
rejected it, calling it against palestinian
different
"Israel's

sentiments, Israel gave a

the
saying

interpretation  of point
it's  incomplete
be

Committee on the exercise of the inalienable

withdrawal”

withdrawal and can negotiated.
rights of the palestinian people: In 1975, un
formed the committee of the inalienable
the by

resolution 3376 for Palestinians.

rights of Palestinian people

Objectives: The objectives of this committee
were, promotion of Palestinians' rights of

self-determination,  independence  and

sovereignty, efforts for peace and
stabilization processes essential for the
Middle East, Mobilization of global relief,

aid and assistance to Palestinians in crisis.
Palestine’s status in UN

Observer State: On 29" November 2012, the
general assembly voted in favor of granting
Palestine the status of a “permanent
observer state” allowing Palestine to be a
part of all proceedings without the right to
vote. Israel’s status: Israel was recognized
by the UN as a proper member on 11" may
1949 by resolution 273, passed in the 3"
session of the general assembly. 37 countries
including China, USA, France, USSR etc.
voted in its favor. 12 countries voted against
it including Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, India, Saudi
Arabia etc. meanwhile 9 countries including

Uk, Turkey, Greece etc. abstained.

Resolution Protecting Civilians: In the 10"
emergency special session of the UN, on 26™
October 2023, a draft
adopted by the general assembly.

resolution was

Content of Resolution:

Its points included: Protection of civilians
and humanitarian facilities on both sides, an
immediate ceasefire, full access for all
humanitarian organizations to Gaza strip,
immediate and unconditional release of

hostages.

Gaza Ceasefire Resolution: This resolution
was proposed on 18™ September 2025 by
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countries  including Pakistan, Korea,
Denmark, Greece etc.

Content of Resolution:

This resolution demanded: Immediate,

unconditional and permanent ceasefire,
exchange of hostages between Israel and
Hamas, lifting of Israeli restrictions on
humanitarian organizations to enter Gaza

Response: It was vetoed by the USA even
when Muslim, Arab & other states voted in
favor.

Gaza Peace Plan 2025

Introduction: The Gaza plan was proposed
by USA’s president Donald Trump on 29™
September 2025 having 20 points. While
both Israel and Hamas negotiated on it, it
was proposed in the security council on 17"
November 2025.

Content of plan:
Following are a few points of the plan:

a ceasefire without any violations
e establishment of isf (international
stabilization =~ force)  controlling
Gaza's governance and security for 2
years.

e Hamas's disarmament

Reactions: This plan was accepted by the
UN security council with 13 votes in favor
from usa, pakistan, france, korea etc. china
and russia abstained. Hamas rejected this
plan calling it against Palestinians' political

and humanitarian demands & refused

disarmament.

Recent Escalation

Hamas’s October 2023 Attack: On 7th
October 2023, Hamas attacked Israel
causing 1200+ deaths & took 251 people as
hostages. Hamas calls this attack an act of
resistance against Zionist regime while
Israel considers this a brutal terrorist attack.

Beginning of war: Israel began a military
operation to dismantle Hamas but the target
soon became innocent civilians.

Israel's claims on land

Claim on “promised land”: Zionists have
always claimed whole Palestinian land
“promised to them by god”. They call it
their “hereditary right” & claim ownership
of historical & religious sites while refusing
other groups any right to them.

Zionists vs Jews: Zionism was a nationalist
movement for jewish state. Ironically, many
jews, including hasidic and orthodox are
actually Anti-Zionists & don’t support
Israel & Zionism..

Survey Reports: In a survey by Pew
research center, 4 in 10 American jews
positively view palestinians. in another
survey done in 2024 by Jerusalem Center for
60%
support Palestine's establishment. Globally,

Public affairs, of American Jews

many Jews have condemned Israel and
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supported Palestine, calling Zionists “not
true Jews”.

Genocide in Gaza by Israel: Violation of
Humanitarian Laws: Since October 2023,
Israel is committing a genocide in gaza,
targeting unarmed civilians causing 70,000+
deaths, majorly women and children. Israel
has bombed residential buildings, schools,
shelters and even hospitals. Israel has also
killed 226 journalists and media workers
from Al-Jazeera, Reuters, Associated Press
etc and over 1700 health workers including
people from UN, doctors without borders
and other NGOs.

Restriction of Aid: Israel has also restricted
mobilization of aid like medicines, clothing,
tents, sanitary products etc. WHO has
confirmed that “over a million people in
Gaza are trapped in famine”. FAO has
revealed that “39% Palestinians are going
days without food”. The UN chief has
called a quarter of Gaza’s population facing
famine “a failure of humanity itself”.

International Organizations Admitting

Genocide: The genocide by Israel has been

by

organizations. UN independent commission

confirmed several  international
of inquiry announced on 16 september 2025
that israel has committed genocide against
palestinians in Gaza Strip. has surged
UNICIEF

explicitly used the word “genocide”, calling

leading to demonstrations.
Gaza “a coffin for children”. Israel’s own

human rights organizations including

“b’'tselem” and “physicians for human
rights israel” published reports admitting
“Israel is committing a genocide in the

occupied Gaza strip”.

Global
International Protests and Strikes:

Israel:
The
world is witnessing a wave of protests,

Protests Against

demonstrations and strikes in countries
including Pakistan, USA, Uk, Korea, France,
Italy, Turkey etc. with people of all ages in
them.

Students’” protests: Students in high schools
and universities have played a major role in
protests
Israel. A Chinese student Liu Lijun from
Ucla is one of the 1700 students whose visas

organizing large condemning

have been revoked by us with their “crime”
being supporting Palestine.

Protests in Israel: Israel itself has had many
protests in Tel Aviv where its own citizens
stood against them demanding for a
ceasefire. Israel’s political opposition called
their prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu a
murderer demanding for his resignation
calling the war his tactic to keep his
government intact.

Failed Ceasefires

Multiple Ceasefire Attempts: Multiple
attempts of ceasefires in Gaza in January
and March 2025 after mediation by Qatar
and Saudi Arabia, have failed due to

violations by Israel.

Recent Ceasefire: The most recent ceasefire
in Gaza began on 10" October 2025 after
agreement of Hamas and Israel on Trump's
peace plan. It was welcomed by many states
and celebrated in Gaza. Israel also allowed
some aid trucks inside Gaza.
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Israel’s violations: Israel again continues to
violate the ceasefire with air strikes &
bombing. according to Un’s experts “Israel
has killed 339 Palestinians including 70+
children and injured 871 others”. The 28"
October the
deadliest, killing at least 104 Palestinians in

airstrikes are considered
a single night. Israel has also destroyed

1500+ buildings in Gaza since the ceasefire.

Flotillas for Gaza

Introduction: A flotilla is a small group of
boats sailing together. As Israel has all
pathways for aid through land blocked, the
freedom flotilla coalition came up with an
initiative of naval fleets carrying aid to
Gaza.

Madleen

Introduction: In june 2025, freedom flotilla
coalition, a civil led organization working to
break israel’s illegal blockade of gaza, sent
its ship “Madleen” named after the first
palestinian fisherwoman towards gaza.
Madleen began sailing on 1% june 2025
carrying medicines, food and baby formula.
This was a completely non-violent action as
the boat & staff were unarmed. Israeli
Response: Despite Madleen being fully
compliant of all International laws, Israel
seized the ship at roughly 100 nautical miles
from palestinian territory waters. The Israeli
navy abducted the staff of 12 civilians and
confiscated the aid on board without a
lawful justification.

Sumud Flotilla

Global flotilla
consisted of 50+ boats carrying medicines
The flotilla
contained 500+ civilians including activists

Introduction: Sumud

and food for Palestinians.
and politicians from, Pakistan, Qatar,
Turkey, Germany, France, Italy, usa etc. the

ships began sailing in august-september
2025.

Israeli response: Israel again breached
International maritime laws by intercepting
the boats and imprisoned the staff including
global activist Greta Thunberg, Pakistani
Mushtaq Ahmed
Mikeno was the only boat that reached

former senator etc.
Gaza's territorial waters but was intercepted
before reaching the shore. Marinette was the

last ship intercepted on 3™ October.
Inhumane Treatment of Sumud Staff:

1. The staff abducted by Israel was treated
inhumanely before detaining them:

2. The Muslim women had their hijabs
pulled off so other men gave them their
shirts to cover themselves.

3. Greta Thunberg was forced to kiss Israeli
flag while being repeatedly kicked by
soldiers

4. The staff wasn’t permitted to clean food,
water or to contact their lawyers

States Recognizing Palestine

Palestine’s recognition: Many states have
recognized Palestine with some doing it
recently after civilian pressure. Many states
have severed trade and diplomatic ties with
Israel. Recent Recognition: On 21
September 2025, Uk, Canada, Australia and
Portugal recognized Palestine while on 22"
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September 2025, in the 80™ general
assembly  session, France, Belgium,
Luxembourg, Malta etc. joined them.
Pakistan’s Stance: Pakistan has a constant
stance against Israel since its independence.
Pakistan doesn’t recognize Israel. Its
passport has the line “this passport isn’t
eligible for Israel”.

Current Situation in UN

As of late 2025, Palestine is recognized by
157 countries from a total 193 meaning over
80% UN members consider Palestine a
separate state. Yet, Palestine hasn’t been
promoted to a proper member due to
objections from Israel and us.

Conclusion

For a lasting peace in the Middle East, the
Israel Palestine conflict must be resolved.
the genocide being committed shamelessly
by israel, documented and confirmed by
international organizations should be
stopped at once. Israel must pay for its
violations and Gaza should be restored.
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1: Did you know?

International Relations emerged as a formal
academic discipline after World War L.

2: Did you know?

The United Nations was founded in 1945 to
prevent future global wars.

3: Did you know?

There are only five permanent members of
the UN Security Council with veto power.

4: Did you know?

Diplomacy existed even in ancient
civilizations like Mesopotamia and Egypt.

5: Did you know?

Soft power was popularized by Joseph Nye
in the late 20th century.

6: Did you know?

Economic sanctions are considered a
non-military foreign policy tool.

7: Did you know?

The Cold War never turned into a direct war
between the US and USSR.

8: Did you know?

Globalization has increased economic
interdependence among states.

9: Did you know?

Realism views states as the main actors in
international politics.

10: Did you know?

Liberalism emphasizes cooperation through
international institutions.

11: Did you know?

Constructivism focuses on ideas, identity,
and norms in world politics.

12: Did you know?

National interest is the core concept guiding
state behavior.

13: Did you know?

Foreign policy decisions are influenced by
domestic politics.

14: Did you know?

International law is largely based on treaties
and conventions.

15: Did you know?

Global governance exists even without a
world government.

16: Did you know?
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Social Sciences study patterns of human
behavior and societies.

17: Did you know?

Sociology helps policymakers understand
social inequality.

18: Did you know?

Psychology plays a role in political
decision-making.

19: Did you know?

Anthropology helps explain cultural
differences between societies.

20: Did you know?

Political science analyzes power,
governance, and public policy.

21: Did you know?

Media strongly shapes public opinion and
political narratives.

22: Did you know?

Education is considered a key indicator of
social development.

23: Did you know?

Gender studies examine power relations in
society.

24: Did you know?

Economic inequality can affect political
stability.

25: Did you know?

Social movements have historically driven
major political change.

26: Did you know?

Research methods are central to
evidence-based policymaking.

27: Did you know?

Human rights are a core subject within
social sciences.

28: Did you know?

Urbanization influences voting behavior
and social trends.

29: Did you know?

Culture plays a vital role in shaping
national identity.

30: Did you know?

Social Sciences help bridge the gap between
theory and real-world policy.
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